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1 2 of the following 
work is known in Germany for the 
eminent ſituation he holds in one of 
their umverſities, and for his literary 
productions, particularly his ele- 
brated piece of Aleibiades. Artig; 
ien 
1 Th preſent Nr Wang 18 gene- 
rally intereſting, not only for, the 
merit of theſtory, hut for the informa- 
tion it affords us reſpecting the ſeeret 
tribunal, an inſtitution which, ooh 
it could never be traced to its receſſes, 
made monarchs tremble, a don beit 
'thrones.., It was 
than a hundred thouſand ind 110 . 


eld together by an invisible chain, 
. 7 A 


1 PREFACE. . 
known to each other, but indiſtin- 
guiſhable to the reſt of the world, 
whoſe ſittings were covered with the 
. moſt impenetrable ſecrecy; whoſe 
decrees were arbitrary and deſpotical, 
and were executed by aſſaſſins, whoſe 
"ſteel ſeldom failed to reach the heart 


of its unfortunate victim, | 


10 this ſituation we thave a PER 
ing example of the evils in which 
ignorance and impoſition are capable 
of involving mankind. The conſe- 
quences that follow, when men yield 
up their underſtandings to the dictate 
of authority, are dreadful and deſtruc- 
tive beyond the power of human 
Penetration to calculate. This is but 
a {mall part, and, however dreadful 
and deteſtable, is comparatively an 
inſignificant part, when we contraſt 
it with auricular confeſſion, the in- 


wwiftion, the ſtar- 2 9 court 
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of high commiſſion, and the baſtile. 


Let us remember this, and congratu- 
late ourſelves that we are born in an 
age of illumination, and at a time 
when the artifices of ſuperſtition and 


tyranny are fated to vaniſh before the 
torch of truth. 


In addition to this high hiſtorical 
moral, this romance has another merit 
by which it is farther allied to hiſtory. 
It compriſes a curious detail as to the 
character and adventures of the em- 
peror Winceſlaus, the empreſs Sophia, 
Sigiſmond, king of Hungary, and 
queen Barbe, together with the man- 
ners of the antient chevaliers, monks 
and nuns of thoſe times. Theſe por- 
traits are in general of diſtinguiſhed 
fidelity, and introduce us, as it were, 
to the perſonal intercourſe of men, 
the dates only of whoſe tranſactions 
ate handed down to us in chronicles, 
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The tranſlator has prefixed to the 


work, an eſſay on the ſecret*tributyal 
and its judges, by baron Bock, which 
will probably be thought an uſeful 
accompaniment to the. maj wy 0¹ 
fraders. FI 37, 521 51 Vi nEAT!I 
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formerly exiting i in Meęſiphalia. 


Bund from theſecond volume of the Miſcellaneous Works 


mm grecvcen and free jud ges of Welt- 
phalia, whoſe power and conſtitution 
rendered them ſo famous and redoubtable 
about the beginning of the fifteenth century, 
that they were on the point of expert- 
encing- as rigorous a perſecution - as the 
Templars, are at preſent nearly forgotten, 
few traces of them being preſerved in hiſ- 
tory, The fingularity of this inſtitution, of 
which ſo little is known, and which has a 
near reſemblance to that 'of the illuminated, 
ſo rapid in its progreſs within theſe two or 
three years, in Germany, induces me to 
give ſome account of it here. | 
The origin of the free counts and free 
judges may be traced back to the reign of 
Charlemagne. They pretended to be the 
ſucceſſors of, the imperial commiſſioners, 
(miſſis per tempora diſcurrentibus) who made 
their eireuits through the empire once a 
year or oftener. To theſe commiſſioners 
complaints might be preferred againſt the 
gavernors of provinces, and other prineipal 
| A 3 
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officers ; and before them might be pleaded 
cauſes of which the decifion belonged exclu- 
fively to the emperor.. It appears too, that 
the ordinary magiſtrates had no power to in- 
fli& ſeverer puniſhment than pecuniary fines, 
ſo that theſe commiſſioners were the ſove- 
reign judges of almoſt all cauſes, having the 
powerof condemning inthe emperor's name 
to corporal pains, either thoſe whoſe crimes 
were ſuch, that the ſentence was not allow- 
ed to be commuted for a mulct, or thoſe, 
who, refuſing to pay what they had been 
amerced by the common judge, incurred the 
guilt of rebellion. 1 216/0/99Þ 
I) be nature of this commiſſion required 
two different kinds of proceeding; one pub- 
lic, the other private. Sorcery, magic, and 
ſacrilege, ranked in the claſs of crimes not to 
be committed; and reſpecting theſe inquiry 
muſt neceſſarily be made in fecret. Hence 
may be inferred, that, if the firſt fittings of 
this tribunal were held in public, there were 
others to which every body might not be 
admitted, - | N 

As it was not practicable for theſe commiſ- 
ſioners to remain long in one place, their 
proceedings were uſually conducted in a ſum- 
mary way. In general two perſons of known 
probity, ſometimes more, were choſen in each 
diſtriet: theſe, being ſworn, were charged 


1 * 


—_ =« ww e A SG a wad mn >> WK xt 


a AaG ens cams JQAAXaa 


SECRET TRIBUNAL: xi 


to examine into the crimes of the aceuſed, 
and on their report ſentence was definitively 
paſſed. The names of theſe jurors were 
carefully concealed, that they might not be 
miſtruſted, ſo that people lived in perperual 
diſquietude, and a man could repoſe no 
confidence even in hts own brother. 

If we compare theſe extraordinary com- 
miſſions, eſtabliſhed by Charlemagne, with 
the ſecret tribunal, which was poſterior, we 
ſhall find between them the moſt perfect 
reſemblance. i 

The ſittings of the latter were called free 
proceedings ¶freidinge); the place where they 
were held, free tribunal (freie ſtubi); the com- 
miſſfioner a free count {freigraf); and the ju- 
rors, free judges ¶frieſchoeppen). The duke of 
Saxony, who was the ſoverign chief of the 
commiſſioners in the time of Charlemagne, 
held the ſame rank in the free tribunals; 
in which quality he had the right of preſen- 
ing to every ſeat, and nominating the free 
counts, who were afterwards inveſted with 
their offices by the emperor as feodaries. 

At this tribunal, as at the old, offences | 
of all kinds were tried ; complaints were re- = 
ceived againſt thoſe, who refuſed to be tried 4 
by their regular judges; and the fittings | 
were held in the open air, though there 

were others in ſecret, where the principa 
# # Us 
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buſineſs was conducted. From the latter 
circumſtance is derived the name of the ſe- 
ctet tribunal heimliche amt. The people knew 
not the free judges, who were bound by, a 
terrible oath to deliver up father, mother, 
brother, fiſter, or friend, without exception, 
if they had done any thingcogoizable by the 
tribunal. - In ſueh caſes they, were obliged 
to relate all they knew concerning the affair, 
to cite the culprits, and, if they, were con- 
demned, to put them to death wherever they 
found them. Thus the members of the 
trihunal, in quality of imperial commiſſioners, 
maintained the authority of the emperor 
throughour the whole extent of, ibe empire 
without troubling themſelves about the 
rights of the territories; in which they ex- 
erciſed their, power; and would infallibly 
have overturned every other territorial. ſo- 
vereignty, had they continued. to ſubſiſt. 
The ſecret tribunal is mentioned in hiſ- 
tory, as an eſtabliſnment publicly known, ſo 
early as 12115 ſoon after the extinction of the 
grand duchy of Saxony. Before that time 
the free counts probably derived their pow - 
ers from the dukes of Saxony, by whom 
they were undoubtedly nominated. as ſove- 
reign chiefs of the imperial commiſſioners, 
It was not, therefore, till after the extinction 
of er v that the ſecret tribunals were 
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known publicly. No prince of the empire 
would longer ſuffer in his dominions an im- 
perial commiſſion, independent of his con- 
trol; and every one conſequently endeavour- 
ed to become himſelf the chief of that com- 
miſſion. The archbiſhop of Cologn, who 
had obtained the duchy of Weſtphalia, was 
the only perſon who oppoſed this; and ſo 
effectually, that throughout almoſt all Weſt- 
phalia, he was acknowledged ſole chief of 
the ſeoret tribunals. For a time the free 
counts of that country were nominated by 
him, and of him received the inveſticure of 
their offices. 

In this ſtate the ſecret tribunals remained 
for ſome time: but towards the end of the 
fourteenth, and beginning of the fif:eenth 
century, they: ſuddenly rote to ſo formidable 
a-degree of power, that all Germany became 
alarmed, I ſhall not, I believe, exaggerate, 
if 1 fay, that at this period there were more 
than an hundred thouſand free judges in 


the empire, who put to death, in all manner 


of ways, thoſe whom the tribunal condemn- 
ed. When in Bavaria, in Franconia, in 
Suabia, any one refuſed to appear before 
his regular judge, immediately recourſe was 
had to one of the free tribunals of Weſtpha- | 
lia, where ſentence was paſſed, which was 
no/fooner-known to the 1 ot free judges, 
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than a hundred thouſand aſſaſſins were ſet 
in motion, who had ſworn not to ſpare their 
neareſt relation, or their deareſt friend. 

If a free judge were known to ſay to a 
perſon. condemned by the ſecret tribunal, 
whom he wiſhed to ſave, The bread of any 
& ther country is as good as the bread of 
& this,” a mode of expreſſion uſed on thoſe 
occafions, his comrades were bound by their 
oath to hang him up on the firſt tree, 7 feet 


higher than any other criminal. To the 


ſentences paſſed by this tribunal no demur 
was to be made. They muſt be executed 
out of hand, with the utmoſt punctuality, 
and the moſt implicit obedience, though the 
perſon to whoſe lot it fell had conſidered 
the perſon condemned as the moſt virtuous 
man in the world. This induced almoſt all 
perſons of birth and fortune to feek admiſ- 
ſion into the order. Every prince had ſome 
free judges in his council; and there were 
ſome even amongſt the magiſtrates of the 
Imperial cities“. In thoſe days more gen - 

tlemen were free judges than are now free- 
maſons. In the proceſs which the city of 
Oſnabruck had to carry on againſt Conrad 
* Werlich relates, in his Chronicles of Augſburg, 

p. 2. C. . that there were thirty-ſix judges in the city 


of Augſburg alone. From this an eſtimate may be 
formed how many there were in the whole of Ger- 


many. 
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of Langen, when the latter was condemned, 


near three hundred tree judges were preſent 


at the ſitting, of whom part was of the or- 
der of nobility, part ſimple burghers*. In 
ſhort, many princes alſo ſought admiſſion, 

as the duke of Bavaria, the margrave of . 
Brandenburg, &xcc. 3 Lo 

The ſervile obedience exacted by the ſe- 
cret tribunal from it's members, appears in 
the following ſpeech of duke William of 
Brunſwic, who was one of the free judges: 
] muſt hang duke Adolphus of Sleſwic, 
« if he come to ſee me, or my comrades 
„ n i, 

It was extremely rare for any one to eſ- 
cape from the purſuit of the ſecret tribunal; 
for the free judges not being known, watched 
the moment whena prince went abroad from 
his palace, a gentleman from his caſtle, or a 
burgher from the place of his abode, to go by. 
night and nail to his gate the citation of the 
ſecret tribunal. If he did not appear, after 
this ceremony had been three times perform- 
ed, he was condemned; though he was uſual- 
ly cited a fourth time before the execution of 
the ſentence; after which he was delivered 
over tothe vengeance of that invincible army 
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of the free judges, which quitted not the 
purſuit till he was hunted to death. | 
When a free judge was not of himſelf 
ſtrong enough to ſeize a criminal and han 
him, he was bound not to loſe fight of bim, 
til he found a ſufficient number of his com- 
rades to enable him to execute his purpoſe, 
and theſe were bound to aſſiſt him, without 
aſſcing any queſtions, on his making certain 
figns. They hung up the perſon condemned 
with a willow branch, inſtead' of a rope, to 
the firſt tree in the high road, but never to a 
gallows. If they were obliged; by circum- 
ſtances, to kill the criminal with a poniard, 
or in ſome other way, they faſtened the 
corpſe to a tree, and left their knife in it, 
that it might be known he had not been aſ- 
ſalfinated, but executed by a free jridge. 
All their operations were enveloped in 
the profoundeft myftery, and even now it is 
unknown by what fign® the ſages, as they 
eälled themſelves, knew each other: ſtill 
leſs are we acquainted with the greater part 
of their regulations. Though the emperor 
was teputed chief paramount of the order, 
what paſſed in the ſecret tribunal was for- 
In a writing at Herfort have been obſerved the 
following 4er/ers': 8. & G. G. Theſe according to 


ſome e in German: fe, fein, gras, grein, in Eng- 
a yy, * flock, fone, graſs, groan,” 8. Pleuger, T. IV. 
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bidden to be revealed to him; only if he 
aſked whether ſuch a perſon had been con- 
demned, he might be anſwered yes, or no. 
If, however, be aſked the name of a perſon 
condemned, this he was not to be told. A 
proof of this may be ſeen ini the anſwers the 
free counts gave the emperor Robert in 
1404. 

The emperor, or the duke his repreſen- 
tative, could make fre judges no where but 
on the red ſoil, that is to ſav, in Weſtphalia: 
moreover it muſt be in a tree tribunal and 
with the aſſiſtance of two or three free 
judges, as wineſſes. As to the myſtical 
meaning of the appellation red foil, it has 
not yet been explained Perhaps it was. 
given to Weſtphalia, becauſe the field of 
the arms of Saxony was gules. I be ſree 


- 


judges were ſo tenacious of their rights, 


that, King Winceſlaus' having intended to 
create free judges in Weſtphalia, of hisown 
authority, when the emperor Robert aſked 
how the real free judges were to behave to 
them, was anſwered, that they ſhould hang 
them up on the {pot without mercy. 
Tbe emperor alone had airight to grant 
123 to thoſe who had been condemn- 
d by the ſecret tribunal. This was one of 


the reſerves inſerted by Ur ont in his. 
capitularies. 


App. datt. De Pace publica. * 177+ 
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The real cauſe of the decline of theſe 


tribunals was the territorial ſovereignty the 
princes gradually acquired' in their ſtates. 
- In their endeavours to ſuppreſs an eſtabliſh- 
ment independent of their authority, they 
were ſo affiduous, that they finally ſuc- 
ceeded. It has never been entirely aboliſh- 


ed; however, by the laws of the empire, it 


has only been confined to-its original pur- 
poſes, and to certain diſtricts, The em- 
peror ſtil} beſtows free tribunals as feoffs, 
and many are till to be found in the coun- 
ty of Mark, and in the duchy of Weſtpha- 
lia: but they have loſt their independency, 
and exerciſe their functions only in the 
name of the ſovereign in whole territories 
they are eſtabliſhed. 
It appears highly probable, that the pro- 
digious increaſe of power acquired by the 
ſecret tribunals at the end of the fourteenth 
century, and beginning of the fifteenth, was 
owing to the anarchy. which then prevailed 
in the empire. Neither the chamber of 


Wetzlar, nor the aulic council then exiſted; 


and it was impoſſible for an individual to 
obtain juſtice of a prince, or of any of the 


ſtates of the empire :- thus the ſecret tribu- 


nal for ſome time remedied this defect in 


the Germanic . conſtitution, and rendered. 
themſelves equally feared and reſpected. 
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Series of Adventures of the Fifteenth + 
Century, Sc. : 


CHAPTER I. 


T was on a Monday, the morrow of 

L «© All-Saints, that the emperor Win- 

ce ceſlaus conducted to his palace the 
6 princeſs Sophia, daughter of yan: duks: 
4 of Bavaria. 3 
Thus begins the eee — * we 
take for our guide. We cite this intro- 
duction, in order to obſerve to the reader, 
chat our buſineſs is to copy, not to inyent: 
and, having premiſed this circumſtance, we 
ſhall convey him at once, without farther 
circumlocution, into the midſt of thoſe 
ſcenes of feſtivity, of which, as the manu- 
ſcript informs us, the emperor s marriage 
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Already, in conformity to the cuſtoms 
of the age, had three days elapſed in every 
kind of pleaſure. The fourth, that of cele- 
brating the marriage, was at length uſhered 
in, and it, was, uſual 4 to ſpeng, it. in n greater 
ſobriety. 

To this, it is to be afcribed, that the 
ſpirits of the emperor were joyleſs and de- 
preſſed, when he received.the hand of his 
| bride: nor was it till the approach of 
evening, when the ample halls of rhe palace 
of Prague began to be filled with the dan- 
cers, that he tpolici himſelf to his bottle, 


thence'to acquire the gaiety and diſſipation 


of thought, of which he had need, in his 
preſent ſo critical ſituat ion. 
Andolence and love of eaſe had never, 
even in his early years, ſuffered him to join 
in the pleaſures of the dance; and he 
reſigned them now to the young men and 
maidens, noble and plebeian, whom the ſin- 
gularity of his character had induced him, 
without diſtinction, to admit to this enter- 
tainment. For himſelf, he retited to a 


corner of the hall to play with the duke of 
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Ratibor at draughts; an amuſement, it maſt, 
be confeſſed, more ſuitable; to lis dignity 
and age than that of dancing, 

In another corner of the hall aa 
bride was ſeated, as little participating in 
the tumultuous joys of the aſſembly as her; 
phlegmatic huſband; Her perſon was 
charming, and had- all the bloom of ripen- 
ing youth. Educated! in the ſolitude; of 
a convent, ſhe: had readily left it to aſſume 
the Imperial diadem; and as readily would 
have returned, to ſpend there the reſt of her 
„days, the moment iſhe beheld him by whom 
ni vas to be placed on her head. | 
5 101 he emperot Winceſlaus, Aa, prince who, 

though in the vigour of tiis years, (he was 
„not yet forty) ſeemed already given up to 
nmdolence and ſloth, the uſual companions 
ot old age; his countenance pale and cada» 
verous, his eyes dull and; lifeleſs, unleſs 
when the circling glaſs gave them an ap- 
pearance: of; animation; the emperor Win- 
ceſlaus, whoſe: mind; was as deſtitute of no- 
ble qualities, as his perſon of the graces; he, 
whom, but for the external ſymbols of his 
ſtation, it would} have been impoſſible to 
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diſtinguiſh from the meaneſt of his ſubjects 
—what a huſband for Sophia! on 


It is not known whether this unfortu- 


nate princeſs ever felt for another that 
attachment, which, at the foot of the altar, 


and againſt the wiſh of her heart, ſhe had 
juſt vowed to Winceſlaus. Certain, how- 
ever, it is, that in this numerous aſſembly, 


in which ſhe was firſt in beauty as in rank, 
there was not a man, if we except the old 
Duke of Ratibor, the intimate friend of her 
huſband, to whom that huſband could be 
preferred. Judge from this circumſtance, 


how deplorable was the ſituation of this 


young maiden, whoſe heart, formed for 
tenderneſs, aſked only to love; and who 
as virtuous as innocent, regarded as Crimi- 
nal every reflection to which ſhe was led, by 
compariſons, that continually: obtruded 
themſelves to the diſadvantage of her lord. 
_ - Meanwhile, Sophia had been ſo fortu- 

nate as to find, in the duke of Bavaria, what 
few daughters meet with in a father; a 
friend; the confident of her moſt ſecret 


thoughts. It. was, from affection to him, 
- ſhe had given her hand to Winceſlaus; 
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which ſhe. would willingly have with held, 
had ſhe not known that her father had 
placed bis happineſs on ſeeing her cinpreſs. 
She ſaw no alternative, therefore, but to 
ſubmit to her deſtiny, or deſtroy all the 
hopes of a man to whom ſhe was ſincerely 


attached, and become the inſtrument: of 


his ruin and diſgrace. 8 

The duke of Bavaria, too meonldne' to 
abandon his daughter in ſo diſtreſsful a 
moment, and unable to prevail upon her 
to join in the tumultuous pleaſures of her 
nuptials, partook of her ſolitude in this 
crowded aſſembly, liſtened to her ſighs and 
her regrets, and, by the counſels of wiſdom, 
traced out the conduct it would henceforth 
become her to purſue. a 

,t is time, my daughter, and more 
© than time, ſaid he to her, © to baniſh 


* the gloomy train of ideas that occupies 


ce your mind. Theſe compariſons, to the 
* diſadvantage of your huſband, this defire 
of not being elevated to the rank deſtined 
*© you by fortune, and of returning to your 
** convent, theſe: ſighs, theſe regrets, are 

© all too late. I ſhall always, indeed, be 


1 HERMAN 
t ready to liſten to them; but, at the ſame 
time, Iwill never ceaſe to remind you of 
the advantages attached to your eleva- 
6: tion, and to which you Gone too much 
ce inelined to ſhut your eyes 
„ Advantages, my father!“ e! 
Sophia. „What! this crown !: the title of 
« empreſs !” | 
%, auptleſs, tas, are rifles,” replied 
3 duke. But do you regard, as equally 
FE qinſignificant, the power ot promoting the 
e happineſs; of ſo many nations? The 
power, perhaps, by your virtues, by that 
Fer angelic and irreſiſtible ſweetneſs, which 
Fr enchants even me, of reſtoring a depraved 
prince to virtue, whom no other means 
* have been able to reclaim?” + 
Ah bthought Sophia, her eyes overflow- 
ing with tears, this would be e oY to 
tranſmute lead into gold. E 
Do you regard, as Sully iw gail 
FE cant, the having paid obedience to your 
OY father's will; and rendered him happy by 
* the{acrifice of your inclinations to his?“ 
Sophia preſſed the hand of the duke to 
| ber lips, and aſſured him, that this motive 
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was her only conſolation, when ſhe reflected 
on the crowd of ſorrows hat were about to 
be her portiotus che wife Ut Winceſlaus. 
„ Fell,me.nowy!! Wide the duke“ rell 
eme, not, MY child, of toro. leise 
« fe.ſherſhoujd; be! unhaypy, who —? 
Q „Reader, let me ſtop. Thou wilt lr 
divine what were the arguments which this 
prudent father employed with his daughter, 
Hiſtory informs us; that the venerable duke 
i was one of the moſt eloquent princes of his 
5 time; and that nothing could reſiſt the 
t force of truth when it proceeded: from his 
| lips. Nor were his endeavours ine ffectual. 
1 WW Sophia became calm for the moment: 
and her conduct, during a long and afflict- 
ing marriage with a man, who could inſpire 
. her with no ſentiment but averſion; her 
0 fidelity, patience, and the attentive cares 
WH fhe beſtowed on her huſband, under the 
I- misfortunes in which he was frequently 
plunged by his miſconduct, were certainly 
the fruit of the leſſons {he received, on this 
occaſion, from her father, and Which were 
'1nterrypted by an event, that we ſhall 
reſerve for the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER II. 


' THE night being far advanced, the 
dancers | ceaſed their ſport. Part of the 
gueſts ſeated 'themſelves to take refreſh- 
ment, and reſt their wearied limbs; others, 
tired of the ſcene, and intoxicated with 
wine, ſunk in the arms of ſleep. Among 
thelatter, was the auguſt ſpouſe of Sophia, 
After a diſpute with his antagoniſt at 
draughts, which, according to cuſtom, he 
had decided in favour of himſelf, à vaſt 
goblet, which be twice emptied to celebrate 
His viQory; laid him ſenſeleſs in his chair. 
Sophia and her father were too deeply 
engaged in converſation, to think whether 
he were aſleep or awake; and, probably, 
nothing but the ſcene which on a ſudden 
broke on them, could have detracted their 
V me 11 ite 1: - ens 1 


Silence had. reigned undiſturbed in the 


Hut for the ſpace of half an hour, when it 
was interrupted by the ſound of harmonious 
—— es Neben at a diſtance, and 
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ſaluting the ear with tones far more grate- 
ful than the harſh and diſcordant ones 
which had animated the dancers. What,” 
cried Sophia, looking at her father, do ! 
c hear?” The muſic continued to ap- 
proach. * Celeſtial harmony!“ added ſhe, 
claſping her hands together; as ſweets 
« ag affecting as that of the nuns in the 
te choir of my convent ! happy, happy days, 
cc that J ſpent in that peaceful retreat!” 
Who does not know the power of har- 
mony, even over hearts awake to no tender 
ſentiment? What then muſt have been its 
effect on that of Sophia! Her eyes were 
filled with tears, and the ſpectacle that in a 
few moments preſented- itſelf, completed 
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: her emotion. The gates opened: a troop 
| of young damſels appreared, and advanced 


with flow and meaſured ſteps to the place 
: where Sophia was ſeated. They ſung to 
dhe accompaniment. of harps and flutes, 
ze Their ſong, had it been handed down to us 
it entire, would, no doubt, have been far from 
us exciting the applauſe . of modern con- 
nd noiſſeurs, for both the words and the muſic 


were © adafted tothe unpoſiſbeq caſde of the 
auge: yet ſuch was their effect on the 
empreſs, hat her inmoſt ſoul was moved; 
land it was; probably, che firſt oceulrener 
"of rhe day chat had awakened i in her the 
deat ſenſation of pleaſure. 

% O thou?” ſung the damſels, Wg 
an ample eirele round the empreſs, who 
c has this day exchanged thy virgin zone 
6 for an impetial diadem, may happineſs 
cc be the reſult of the exchange! Thou haſt 
7 relinquiſhed the title of maiden, to aſſume 
< the more grateful appellation of mother 
e of thy people. Accept it, n with 
«c ſatis faction; aceept it with joy. Inſpire 
cc otir maſter with paternal feelings, and we 
eK will ever regard thee as the ſource of our 
ce happineſs. Behold theſe flowers, to 


«hich the ſpring gives bitth, and which 


© We lay ati thy feet amidſt the froſts of 

4:yfinter,” Out hearts, and theſe orb 
at eme tis, fo dear to us, are the only pre- 
«5 ſents wechave to offer. Thus ſay ing, 
the floor ro,t Sophia was ſtrewed with all 
then native iperfumes of ſpring, and the 


dainſels -kneeled at the feet of their ſove- 
reign.” While they eagerly endeavoured 
to kiſs the hem of her robe, ſhe who led the 
band, advanced with a timid air towards 
the princeſs, and Kneeling, preſented her a 
coronet of flowers in a vaſe of gold. 

The empreſs, in the exceſs of her emo- 
tion, was unable to expreſs her feelings; 
ſhe held out her hands to the damſels that 
kneeled round her, and, regardleſs of her 
rank, ſtooped to embrace them. 

Charming angelic creatures!” cried 
ſhe, at length. Deareſt children, with 
«© what emotions you fill my heart! yes, I 
* wilt be your mother: through my inſtru- 
© mentality your lord and mine ſhall be- 
come your father. But what are the 
o I © words of your ſong? O 8 _ to 
h | cc me again * 11 
af They were preparing to execute her 
. commands, when ſhe: made a motion with 
her hand and ſaid, „1 would not hear 
* them ſung; your muſic is enchanting, 
& but I wiſh wo to have the words.“ ' 
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The leader of che. troop obeyed, and re- 
peated what her companions had ſung, with 
a, grace and expreſſion that gave new charms 
wo, what ſhe delivered., . 

Sophia wept, and tenderly probieg the 
hand of the young maiden : “ Ves, ex- 
claimed ſhe, looking at her father, yes, 
I ſwear: to you, and to theſe innogent 
4 young women, that Iwill be a mother to 

E, them, All the affections of my heart 
2 ſhall be engtoſſed by my Peaple. Ra 

«. tiently will I-endure——,” — 

A glance from the Duke. l * 
that ſhe was in the midſt of a numerous aſ- 
ſembly, and not alone with him. She ſtopt. 
After a moment's ſilence, What is your 
name d ſaid ſhe, in the gentleſt and moſt 
had recited the words of the ſung. Ida, 
replied the young, woman, caſting down 
her eyes.“ Ida!” reſumed: Sqphia. 1 
ane knęwea ptineeſs of that name: is it 
i poſfible you can he 2: | 
My name is, Ida Munſter,” Cai 

the young woman, bluſhing inſtantly 
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like ſcarlet. © © I am the daughter 10 a 
66 ſtatuary.” 

© The daughter of a What! ſo 
« handſome, of ſo noble a deportment, ſo 
4 what ſhall I ſay? and the daughtet 
& only of a-ſtatuary !” 

4 My father is a very honeſt man, and 
te a loyal fubject of the emperor.” 

Wonderful girl! matchlefsof thy kind!” 
O no!“ cried Ida, retiring a few ſteps, 
and pointing to her companions. © How 
«© many among theſe are my equals! how 
© many ſuperior to me! 

We beg to inform the reader, that Ida 
t. was miſtaken in this particular. Her com- 
ut panions were good ſort of girls, and their 
perſons far from diſagreeable: but not one 
ho of them could at all compare with her.— In 
a, chem every thing betrayed a want of educa- 
tion; every thing evinced that it was to the 
ſolemnity of the day alone they were indebt- 
$11 BY ed for an appearance above their ſtation; 
WH while Ida, in ſpite of the elegance- of her 
ſaid dreſs, ſeemed as much at her eaſe as the la- 
nig dies of the court by whom ſhe was ſur- 
= B 2 
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rounded, and who ſought by their whiſpers 
to abaſh her, 
Sophia took in good part the indirect leſ- 
ſon Ida had given her. You are all a 
children, you are all equally dear to me: 
cried ſhe, ſtretching out her hands to the 
young women who had remained on their 
knees. Riſe, and let me give you ſome 
« token of the ſatisfaction I have received, 
* Here, pretty blue eyes; and you, my lit- 
« tle ſparkler, take theſe remembrances ; 
* and let them ſometimes remind you of 
« your apa your mother.” —Inſtantly 
ſhe began to diſencumber herſelf of her 
magnificent bracelets and diamond bows, 
and diſtribute them amongſt the young wo- 
men, who timidly withdrew their hands, on 
her offering them ſuch valuable preſents, 
Take them, take them,” ſaid Sophia; who 
conceived that all the trappings ſhe wore 
| vere her own, and was yet to learn, that 
an empreſs had leſs command over her 
Jewels than the loweſt perſon of her court; 
< take them, my dear children, and bear 
me in your remembrance.” 


* 
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Sophia was in an ecſtacy, a delirium of 
joy : but it was a delirium from which ſhe 
was quickly awakened by the princeſs of 
Ratibor, governefs of the houſehold, who 
whiſpered ſomething in her ear. © AmT 
« empreſs,” replied Sophia, and not at 
« liberty to diſpoſe as I pleaſe of my orna- 
© ments?” Then recolleQing herſelf: 
« This at leaſt,” added ſhe, is my own,” 
looſing a chain of gold from her neck,— 
% Take it, my dear Ida, it was a preſent 
« from my godmother, the counteſs of 
« Wirtemberg, and is no jewel of the 
© crown.” - Ida made a low reverence, and 
caſting her eye modeſtly on herſelf ſaid, 
Jam already more ſplendidly adorned 
than becomes my ſtation; yet, were it 
de not too bold in me, while I decline this 
o gift of my ſovereign, I would requeſt of 
eber another more agreeable to my wiſhes,” 
t Aſk what you will: there is nothing I 
* can refuſe you.” 

* ON one of thoſe beautiful ringlets 
* that flow down that boſom: what a pre- 
ſent would it be to me! I ſhould deem. 
| B 3 
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« it the proudeſt ornament and moſt diſtin- 
&,oyiſhed mark of honour; it ſhould be 
* Enthuſiaſt !” cried: Sophia, and at the 
fame time ſhe cut off a lock of her hair with 
ſuch eagerneſs, that the point of the ſciſſars 
feratched her neck, and tinged her handker- 
chief with blood. 

Ida had ſufficient preſence of mind to 
be one of the firſt to ſtop the bleeding with 
her veil. The hall inſtantly reſounded with 
the cry of © the. empreſs is wounded !” 
though neither the pain nor the wound was 
greater than the prick of a pin might have 
occaſioned. The gueſts approached: in 
crow ds to witneſs the difaſter, and the up- 
tar that prevailed about Sophia, terrified 
her more than the trifle that had given riſe 
to it. The trembling Ida and her compa- 
nions were diſmiſſed by the princeſs of Ra- 
tiber wich the ſeverity of a rigid governeſs: 
* the W * cared 
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| CHAPTER Ill. 


e the arrival of the young damſels, alt 
the company had gathered together, and 
even Winceſlaus was roufed from his ſtupor 
of intoxication. The laſt incident redoubled 


their murmurs. Diſſatisfaction was marked 


on the countenance of the emperor; the 


duke of Bavaria appeared embarraſſed; and 


it is ſaid, that the bride, before ſhe retired, 
had received u ſevere reprimand from the 


| Princeſs of Ratibor. The old lady could 


not forgive Sophia, for excluding her from 
the converſation ſhe had had with her father. 
A ſignal from the young empreſs had forced 
her to withdraw, after in vain obſerving, 
that explicit orders were given her not to 
quit her majeſty for a moment. The ſpite 
ſhe had conceived againft the ptinceſs, in 
conſequence of this exchufion, manifeſted 
ſelf in the remonſtrances ſhe made her, 
B 4 
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reſpecting the conduct it became her to pur. 
ſue in her new ſituation, and her recent 
behaviour to the young women. The ex- 
treme pleaſure Sophia had felt from a cir- 
cumſtance of ſo trivial importance as the 
coronet of flowers, familiarity with perſons 
of no condition, her converſation with 
Ida, her preſents, and particularly the ad- 
venture of the lock of hair, were all can- 
vaſſed and repreſented in colours ſo unfa- 
vourable, that Sophia herſelf was confound- 
ed, and carried her condeſcenſion ſo far as 
to acknowledge, that ſhe had gone too great 
lengths, that ſne did not yet know what de- 
corum permitted an empreſs to do, and that 
ſne had too much of the ſimplicity uſually 
acquired in a convent, of which ſne would 
endeavour to correct herſelf. 
Saphia was conducted to her e 
and there compelled a ſecond time to hear, 
from the mouth of her huſband, the lecture 
The had already received from the governeſs 
of the houſehold. The reproaches of 
Winceſlaus were chiefly reſpecting the jew- 
els of the crown, which the empreſs had 
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been ſo liberally diſtributing, but which were 
preſerved by the interference of the prin- 
ceſs of Ratibor. I believe,” ſaid he to 
her, as he examined the jewels incloſed in 
their caſket, ** that you would have given 
10 away even your wedding ring.“ “ Q 
« no,“ replied Sophia, 1 am not ignorant 
% how neceſſary it is I ſhould keep that to 
“ remind me of my. duty,” —Winceſlaus 
was too ſtupid to perceive the point of this 
reply ; but the bride was alarmed at what 
ſhe had faid.. She was afraid of being aſked 
whether ſhe had need of ſuch a monitor; 
and ſne haſtened therefore to give another 
turn to the converſation. She poſſeſſed 
one of thoſe gentle and benevolent hearts, 
which, if ever they inflict an involuntary 
wound, are eager to apply to it the healing 
balm; and ſoften, by obliging expreſſions, 
the poignancy of a thoughtleſs repartee.— 
“Have not I too received a preſent?” ſaid: 


ſhe, ſhowing Ida's coronet of flowers, which 


was placed on a table in its vaſe. gut 
* no: this precious gift is not for me; I 


lay it. at the feet of my emperor,” 
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| Winciſlaus mult have been even a more 
contemptible being than he was, had he not 
been moved by the affecting air with whieh 
the charming Sophia offered him het 
coronet. He claſped her in his arms, called 
her a good girl, which was one of his ten- 
dereft expreſſions, and then let her go, in 
order to fer down the gift, which, in his 
eyes, was of no value. But perceiving the 
golden vaſe, in which Ida had preſented 
the coronet of flowers, and to which Sophia 
bad paid little attention, he exclaimed with 
aſtoniſnhment, What is this? It is the 
« vaſe in which the flowers were preſented 
+ to me,” faid ſne.— And this ſilk hand- 
© kerckief ?”— Sophia imagined, that it had 
been employed as a ſcreen to the flowers; 
that the moiſture of the air might not 
diminiſh their bloom, —W inceflaus ſhook 
his head, as he removed the handkerchief, 

 fancying he underſtood this method of 
making preſents.— Ah,” reſumed he, 
contemplating the vaſe with complacency, 
- the weight of which aſſured him that it was 
equal to a good number of crowns : “ Ab, 
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& | thought no one. would have preſumed 
« to offer an empreſs ſo paltry a preſent as 
« 4 coronet of flowers. Let us calculate 
« the value of this vaſe? 

While Winceſlaus was making bis — 
culation, Sophia withdrew to a window to 
hide her tears. She felt a ſenſation which 
ſhe could not define. Her heart; was ſo 

oppreſſed, that ſhe was ready to faint, 
She opened the caſement for air. «© 
e heaven!” ſaid ſhe in a low voice, and 
with a ſighs. grant me ſtrength always to 
« acquit myſelf with propriety of the long 
* and painful taſæ I have to perform. 
uch ſentiments in an emperor! and. that 
© emperor my duſbend What a being l“ 

© The vaſe,” cried Wiaceſlaus at laſt, 
te js worth preciſely three hundred crowns. 
© What is the name of the young woman 
cc who brought 1 it you * 5 | 
Ida Munſter,” anſwered Sophia, with 
2 voice that, almoſt betrayed the tears ſhe 
had been ſhedding. 
Ida Munſter! very ual ee 
6 my dear, why do you remain ſo long 
** expoſed to the cold air? What! you have 


— 
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ce been crying! Is any thing the matter 
« with you ?” = 

« Alas; what can be more MG 
replied Sophia, elaſping her hands, than 
<< to receive preſents from one's ſubjects, 
« and not have the power of requiting 
them ? The trifles I diſtributed to thoſe 


4 kind-hearted girls were taken from them, 


< while I am —_— to _ what mw 


have given me.” 


„Tou are miſtaken ; the prefene you 
'« would have made them was incompar- 
„ ably greater * chat which you re- 


, ceived.” 


And is it not * e ſhould 
recompence their ſubjects ?“ 

« But the people are intended to ſhare 
with their emperor what 1 gain er 


* his protection.“ 


« Oh! take without feruple what your 
e princes, your nobles may give you: but 
* theſe tradeſmen, theſe * theſe 
© mechanics, who um" 

I tell you again, you are miſtaken, 
Among this claſs of my ſubjects there are 
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« many who are able to pay, and they do 
« ſo, The nobility are poor in compariſon 
« with them: labour and induſtry procure 
« treaſures to theſe, which the great can 
only acquire wy plunder ; and * _ 
« of an enemy.“ 

Wineeſlaus was in the right: che cir- 
cumſtances of the different ranks of ſociety 
were nearly as he had depicted them. 
But Sophia was not to be conciliated by 
this logic, and ſhe continued to weep; 
perhaps from regret at-not being able to 
make compenfation for the preſent ſhe had 
received, and partly, perhaps, from a pro- 
ſpect of the melancholy Pilgrimage that oy 
before her. 

The emperor called his valet to undreſs 
him; and Sophia's women entered to = 
their miſtreſs to bed, 
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SOPHIA was not . o IM pa 
by her new ſituation as to forget, like many if be 
young married ladies, every preceding Wl ye 
attachment and pleaſure. The ſcene of 
the young damſels preſenting their flower, 
the only one ſhe had found intereſting 
during the eelebtation of ker nuptials, had 
never quitted her mind. It was the laſt 
object of her thoughts as ſhe refigned her- 
elf to ſleep, and the firſt image that pre- 
ſented itſelf when ſhe awoke in the morn- 
ing. She fent for Ida, but Ida was indiſ- 
poſed. She ſent a ſecond time, ordering 
the e meſſenger, if Ida were unable to come 
to court, at leaſt to enquite the names af q 
her companions. Theſe, not being indil- WM lo 
poſed, repaired immediately to the empreſs, h. 

Ihe generous wife of Winceſlaus could P. 
not ſupport the idea of receiving a preſent ſe 
from perſons of that claſs of her ſubjects, tt 
which is ſupported by induſtry, without tt 
_ Making them a return. She accompanied Ml 0! 
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therefore, her obliging thanks to the young 
women, with preſents that could not be 
taken from them, as they conſtituted no 
part of the jewels of the crown, but bad 
been the property of Wa while ſhe was 

yet unmarried. | 


The princeſs of. Ratibor 1 both 


the preſents and the thanks ſuperfluous; 
and conceived that the empreſs compro- 
miſed her dignity by the converſation ſhe 
held with ſuch plebeian ſimpletons. The 
term /impletons, \ which ſhe employed on 
this occaſion, was not altogether improper. 
In the whole company there was nat a 
fingle Ida. They knew nothing beyond. 
ſinging their ſong, and anſwering Sophia 
with awkward timidity. The empreſs 
queſtioned them concerning Ida, being at a 
loſs to comprehend how this young woman 
had been able fo far to ſurpaſs her com- 
panions, who were of the fame claſs as her- 
ſelf, and muſt conſequently have received 
the ſame education. Through the anſwers 
they gave, ſhe ſometimes perceived traces 
of ſecret envy, ſometimes of contempt for 
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merit which it was impoſſible for them to 
attain. Sophia diſcovered, however, from 
their account, that Ida was an only child; 
that her parents were rich and loved her 

. tenderly ; that ſhe was toe handſome, too 
attractive, to be loved by her eompanions; 
and that her inclination for ſolitude, owing 
to a conſciouſneſs of her ſuperiority, or, 
as they termed it, her pride, ſeldom per- 
mitted her to mix in the cirele, ip which 
the had performed, the day before, ſo bril- 
hant a part. 

The many ESPE beſtowed on 
theſe young women by the empreſs, would 
have been more than ſufficient to procure 
them the admiration of the whole court, 
had not Ida ſo far outſhone them, that her 
name was repeated from every mouth, and 
her idea alone occupied the attention of 
every mind. The young courtiers had: 
not forgotten the inexpreſſible grace with: 

which ſhe had preſented herſelf. They 
enquired into the minuteſt circumſtances 
reſpecting her; beſieged her father's. houſe; 
aked where ſhe was to be ſeen; were 
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aſtoniſhed at not meeting her any where, 
and pitied her for not- being born to a more 
elevated rank. Among them, however, 
was one, the young Herman of Unna, a 
gentleman of Weſtphalia, whoſe conduct 
was the reverſe of all this. He never pro- 
nounced her name, aſked no queſtions 
concerning her, and neither pitied nor 
admired her in public: but, filled with her 
idea, he thought of her inceſſantly in pri- 
vate, and had diſcovered the church to 
which ſhe regularly repaired to hear maſs, 
before his comrades had gone through half 
their reſearches, | 

Herman was only eighteen years of age. 
Admitted early-to the court of Winceflaus, 
which was far from being the beſt poſſible 
ſchool, his principles upon the chapter of 
love, his virtue and his morals could not be 
ſuppoſed very ſtrit; and of courſe he re- 
garded his inclination for a girl, whom, from 
diſparity of rank, he could never think of 
marrying; as a matter of trivial importance. 
A favourite and confident. of the emperor, 
in whoſe ſervice he had been, almoſt from 
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iofancy, in quality of page, he bad fte. tos 
quently been his agent in a variety of in- 
trigues; which probed Winceſlaus to have ei 
had little delicacy in affairs of love, and that 
he could make himſelf happy without ſeru- 
tinizing matters too nicely. Thus circum- 
ſtanced, whence was Herman to have imbi. 
bed ſentiments ſuitable to his birth and the 
virtue of Ida? It muſt be acknowledged, 
however, in his favour, that he had formed 
. mo criminal-deſigns: he ſuffered himſelf to 


be led on by his. paſſion, without once in 
looking forward to its conſequences. ſe 
Notwithſtanding every attempt of our Wl ai 
Voung courtier, he could not gain acceſs to fe 
the houſe of old Munſter. His door was f. 
open to thoſe only who had buſineſs with d 
him; and he had too much penetration t L 
be the dupe of artifice. Herman was , 
obliged, therefore, to content himſelf with © 
the pleaſure of ſeeing the object of his Ml + 
attachment at the church to which ſbe t 
went daily to offer up her oriſons; but her! 
devotion was too fincere, her attention too 
profound, for a fingte glance to ſtray ! 
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towards her admirer. Beſides, ſhe Chinn 
appeared at church without a large thick 
yeil, not put on to attract the eyes of 
Loazers, rather than ſcreen the countenance . 
from obſervation; for it was as coarſe and 
unadorned as the veil of a common me- 
chanic's daughter, 

It was only on Sundays, = her 
father went to church in his beſt ſuit of 
clothes and with a ſword by his fide, that 
ſhe appeared with her face unveiled, -walk- _ 
ing by her mother. A new light then 
ſeemed to Herman diffuſed through the 
aiſle, though it was a light that ſhone not 
for him, What would he not have given 


th WJ devout, that were directed ſometimes to St. 

to Urſola, and ſometimes to the Vicgin ! 
The name of Ida, which had been ſo 
th often repeated at court the week after All- 
i Hallows, was ſoon ſo completely forgotten, 

he chat ſcarcely was it remembered at Chriſt- 
er mas. Sophia herſelf had ceaſed to recall 
oo WW her image. The attachment ſhe had felt 


for her, was, doubtleſs, too vivid to be laſt- 


6 


for one of thoſe looks, ſo tender and ſo 
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ing. Ida, beſides, had taken no ſteps to 
keep it alive. After the firſt marks of 
_ eſteem ſhe had received from the empreſs, 
ſhe no more appeared at court to folicit 
new ones; and, probably, had ſhe not been 
- guilty of that omiſſion, thoſe teſtimonies of 
_ affection would inſenſibly have diminiſhed, 
Sophia was a woman and a princeſs. Her 
Partiality for Ida was, at bottom, nothing 
more than the ſentiment felt by a young 
perſon, yet new to the world, towards thoſe 
who relieve her from the languor of a 
weariſome circle, and excite ſenfations of 
Pleaſure in her breaſt, where _ chagria no 
exiſted before. wi 
Independently of all this, new ſubjects Nit 
of reflection daily preſented themſelves to ha 
the mind of Sophia, and entirely occupied the 
her thoughts. Every day diſcovered to her {Wou 
ſome new imperfection of her huſband, 

gave her freſh light reſpecting her untor- ¶ ſu 
tunate ſituation, or brought her acquainted he 
with perſons who rendered that ſituation er 
ſtill more painful. Shortly after her mar- nc 
riage, a lady appeared at court, and was te 
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preſented. to her under the name of madam 
yon Baden, To Sophia her manners 
appeared ſo vulgar, that ſhe would have 
paid no farther attention to her, had ſhe 
not found her at ſupper ſeated by the fide 
of the emperor, and remarked, from their 
familiarity, that they had long been ac- 
quainted. | 
Sophia had been brought up ina con- 
vent, in total ignorance of the occurrences 
of the times. The adventures of Winceſlaus 
with the fair maid of Baden, were known 
to every body but her. Become empreſs, 
no one was fo officious as to acquaint her 
with the frailties of her huſband; and had 
s Wit been otherwiſe, ſhe would probably have 
o had the goodneſs to place to the account of 
d the paſt, his ſtill ſubſiſting attachment to 
er 

, 


2 * * * 
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Suſanna. ' | 
Beſides, to ſee madam von Baden was 

r- {Wſufficient, Her air was indolent and heavy; 
d her look bold and immodeſt ; her cheeks 
n Wcrimſon ; and her bloated face could boaſt 
no other charm than a tolerable fine ſet of 
teeth. That ſuch a woman ſhould capti- 


Suſanna, omitting, however, ſome few par: 


or: exceſſive proofs of gratitude, which ſhe 


Winceſlaus; and ſhe- was then firſt con- 


be added that of having a rival, and a. rival 
too fo unworthy of her. She frequent) 


= 
* 
A 
1 
: 
. 
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vate an emperor, and that emperor the 
ſpouſe of Sophia, appeared an utter impoſ 
fibility. 5 
Winceſlaus himſelf took the trouble, 
during ſupper, to recite his adventures with 


ticulars; and Sophia ſaw, in his attentions 
to that lady, nothing more than ill- timed, 


did not fail to interpret with her uſual 
indulgence. The commendations which 
the emperor beſtowed on madam von 
Baden, induced even Sophia to ſhew het 
fome eſteem. Soon, however, ſhe was made 
acquainted with the fooliſh amours d 


vinced, that to all her. other troubles mult 


wept: in ſecret ; and the princeſs of Ratibor 
once ſurpriſing her in tears, ſeized that 
opportunity of gaining her confidence, 
which ſhe had before attempted in vain. 
Sophia thought ſhe could not depoſit 
her griefs in the boſom of a perſon attache 
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o her more ſincerely. Fhe ſole confident 
pf her moſt ſecxet thoughts, her father, (to 

hom her huſband had hinted, in a man- 
ner far from equivocal; a deſire of his 
abſence,) had quitted Prague a few. days 
after the marriage; and his unhappy 
daughter was thus left, without reſource, 
to the guidance of her own diſcretion; 
For the firſt” time in her life Sophia em- 
braced the governeſs of the houſehold; and 
though this lady ſeemed to employ herſelf 
only in giving her diſagreeable information 
reſpecting the cauſe of her chagrin, yet ſne 
found a ſort of conſolation in ſpeaking of 
her misfortunes, and giving free vent to her 
complaints, and to the contempt A _ 
for ſo unworthy a huſband. 1235 5 
From this moment the princeſs of Rati- 
bor began to affume deſpotie authority over 
the-. empreſs, She exalted or depreſſed 
whom - fhe-pleaſed ; prefcribed to Sophia 
what objects to love and what to hate ; and 
as Ida was forgotten at court; it would not 


ö have been allowable to revive the remem- 


brance of ber, had even the empreſs 
deſired it. 
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CHAPTER V. 


HERMAN, meanwhile, never ceaſed to 
think of his beloved Ida. The difficulty 
he found in ſpeaking to her, or obtaining 
a ſingle look, inflamed him the more, and 
exalted her in his eyes. Her obſcure birth, 
which at firſt had been a matter of ſo total 
indifference, now began to diſquiet him, 
He wiſhed either to raiſe her: to his own 
rank, or reduce himſelf to a level with 
her's. To effect this, a thouſand romantic 
expedients occurred to his mind: for 
though romances did not then exiſt, the 
heads of young perſons were not leſs fertile 
in imagining extraordinary adventures 
- which amuſed them as much as books of 
this ſtamp amuſe our contemporaries. 
To elevate Ida to an equality with, him- 
ſelf, to addreſs her with honourable deſigns, 
and to make her his wife, appeared to 
Herman impoſſible, - The conſent of the 
_ emperor to an unequal match might, pro- 
bably, be obtained; for on that head, a 


25 on many others, be was extremely indul- 
ent; but Herman had relations who were 
ot ſo indifferent, He was poor, and the place 
{ chamberlain, which he had filled with 
giſtinction for ſix months, was far from lu- 
rative. It is true, the parents of Ida were 
ich; nevertheleſs, all things conſidered, 
erman began to be of opinion, that he 
hould find the ſecond road to happineſs 
he moſt eaſy. He reſolved, therefore, 
o reduce himſelf to a level with her; and 
o facrifice to his love, rank, family, and 
11 his future hopes of preferment. 


btain this end. He probably attempted 


] | 
J d gain admiſſion into old Munſter's houſe 
a an apprentice: but whether the crafty 


atuary recollected the figure he had ſo 
ften ſeen in different diſguiſes, or whether 


6 e had other reaſons to be on his guard, it 
ol ears that Herman failed in his ſcheme; 
bel our manuſcript repreſents him, ſhortly 
ro- er the period in which he muſt have 


ade thoſe attempts, in as hopeleſs a ſitua- 


on as at the commencement of-his amour. 
Vol. I. FF C 


| It is not known what ſteps he took to 
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We have obſerved, that Herman waz 
the favourite and confident of Winceſlaus. 
Pale and dejected, he was more officious 
than ever in attending his maſter ; and all 
his looks ſeemed to expreſs. the deſire he 
felt of being aſked the cauſe of his deſpon- 
dency, and receiving, proffers of aſſiſtance, 
But Winceſlaus faid not a word. He 
reſembled not thoſe princes who are always 
ready to gratify the wiſhes of their favorites; 
on the contrary, he poſſeſſed one of thoſe] 
cold and infenſible minds, which receive 
from thoſe around them but flight and 
fugitive impreſſions. One might have 
been tortured before his eyes without his 
betraying any emotion; ; have died without 
his perceiving it; and returned to life 
again without his expreſſing any aſtoniſh- 
ment. 
This frigid indifference to 4 love-fick 
torments of a chamberlain of eighteen, will, 
probably, be thought of little importance, 
though to him, whom it, concerned, | 
doubtleſs appeared otherwiſe —But to g 
on i with our Fed (OJ . 


Herman was of the number of thoſe 
fortunate mortals, who frequently owe to 
ſome unexpected event, the accompliſh- 
ment of their deareſt wiſhes, To the lan- 
oviſhing looks of our hero, the emperor 
paid no attention, and underſtood nothing 
of their meaning. Meanwhile; regardleſs 
and ignorant as he was of them, he reſolved 
to-employ his young confident 1n a bufineſs 
as auſpicious to his views as Herman him- 
ſelf could have deſtred. 

« Herman, faid he to him one day, 
«© what am I to think of thee? Art thou 
« blind, or doſt thou wiſh not to ſee the 
* chagrin of thy maſter ? Why, doſt thou 
« not aſk what diſturbs my repoſe ?” 

Herman bowed, without anſwering 
for what indeed could he have faid ? How 
* was it poſſible to diſcover, in features like 
5 theſe of Winceſlaus; traces of ſorrow, or of 
""" any. other ſentiment ? How conjecture C 
WT inward trouble from the countenance of a 
| perſon whoſe manners were at beſt neither : 
8 mild nor engaging? The reproach of the 

emperor was ſupremely unjuſt, and ſilence 
C 2 
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was the only anſwer that could be given 
— 5 | 
« Yes, Herman,” continued Winceſ- 
laus, « am in the greateſt embarraſſment, 
tc and as you have extricated me from dif- 
dc ficulties on ſo many former occaſions, 
« Tam diſpoſed to think you may ſerve 
& me on this.” | 
Again Herman bowed, and felt a ſecret 
ſatisfaction from the words of the emperor, 
as they recalled to his memory certain | 
adventures in which he had been the prin- 
cipal actor, and even kindled in his heart a 
vague kind of hope of ſpeedily attaining! 
his ; purpoſe. 

LI am in the greateſt want of money,” 
reſumed the emperor. - The dower. of 
60 my wife has been all ſwallowed up by the 
& expences of the nuptials. You, know I. 
& was not ſparing, Forty thouſand. florins 
© were a good round ſum, and required 
eme to be generous. Well, they are gone; 
60 and with them have I obtained an inſup- 
« portable cenſor of my conduct. T his is 
what I have left ; while that alone which 


* 
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cc rendered ber perſon defirable is vaniſhed 
«for ever.” 

The heart of Herman revolted at this 
language. He had long indeed vitneſſed 
the imprudent prodigality of his maſter, 
as well as his blindneſs-to the knavery of 
thoſe by whom he was ſurrounded: but 
forty thouſand florins, the whole dower of 
a princeſs conſidered as rich, and which 
were equal to the portion which the king of 

England had lately given with his daughter, 
to the great ſatisfaction of his ſon-in-law— 
he diſſipation of ſuch a ſum confounded 
all the ideas of Herman ; and had not the 
2mperor named madam _von Baden, to 
hom he aſcribed a part of this extraordi- 
Mary expence, it would not have been poſ- 
ible for our young chamberlain to have 
nriddled the myſtery. 

Herman was 'not unacquainted with the 


d Wbarafter of Suſanna, He had heard of 
e; ert rage at the marriage of Winceſlaus; he 
-a that ſhe had been daring enough to 
s hreaten her paramour with diſcovering 


ertain circumſtances to Sophia and her 
wy 
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father, that would infallibly Wa 
off the match; and it required, therefore, 
little penetration to gueſs, that her ſilence 
had been purchaſed by largeſums of money, 
which the emperor ingeniauſly carried 0 
the account of the e * of 


he 

the nvptials, d. 
« What is to be hs yy continued BY b. 
Winceſlaus. Do not ſuppoſe I am poor, o 
& becauſe my coffers are empty. In thok h 


« of my ſubjects there is monty enough, b 
„ and the only queſtion is, to deviſe hon a 
« to convey it into mine. Old Mounſtet if 
« far example, who on the day of my ved. 
digg, made ſo handſome a preſent to mj 
wife, is certainly rich. I am told tha 
ehe can give his daughter a portion equi 
<* to the ſum I received with the +princels 
e of Bavaria, You ſee, from this, that he 
is able, and of .courſe it is his duty to 
aſſiſt me. Go to him in my name, and 
& ak him to lend me a thouſand crown. 
A prince is never without reſources fa 
“ Adiſcharging his debts; and I empower 
vou to grant him permiſſion on the ſpo, 
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to wear on Sundays, like the nobility, a 
« gold chain round his. neck; a permiſſion 
« which many other artiſts have long ſoli- 
« cited in vain.” 
Herman was thunderſtruck. Joy at 
having at laſt found a pretext to enter the 
dwelling of Ida, to ſpeak to her father on 
behalf of the emperor, to offer him a mark 
of honour that would fo greatly diſtinguiſh 
bim from others of his ſtation, abſorbed all 
bis thoughts; and it was not till he arrived 
at Munſter's door, that he began to be 

uneaſy reſpecting the manner in which his 
| propoſals might be received, and to reflect 
on the inconveniences attached to this mark 
of the emperor's confidence. He feared 
that this embaſſy, if ſucceſsful, would be 
often repeated ; and that it might not 
merely diminiſh the wealth of a family 
become ſo dear to him, but in time reduce 
Ida and her father to poverty and wretch- 
edneſs. 


. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


WIILE reflections of this nature were 
rapidly paſſing in the mind of our youth, 
he had already knocked twice at Munſter's 
door. It was opened by an old domeſtic, 
The figure of Herman was of the claſs of 
thoſe to which the father of Ida had for- 
bidden acceſs to his houſe. Young, hand- 
Tome, and elegantly dreſſcd, his appearance 
was by no means calculated to obtain a 
tayourable reception from a man, Who, in 
his maſter's abſence, confidered himſelf as 
the guardian of his honour. . Beſides, this 
truſty domeſtic imagined that he had 
already ſeen bis face, and ſhewn him the 
door on ſome former occaſion ; which was 
far from being unlikely, conlidering the 
various attempts Herman had made to 

introduce himſelf. 

The door, therefore, was ſhut in his 
face without ceremony; and before out 
hero had time to mention whom he wanted, 
a ſurly voice exclaimed, that his maſter 
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was gone out, —** But his wife,“ ſaid the 
young courtier, in a gentle and ſoothing 
accent, * is ſhe at home?“ — The anſwer 
would probably have been the ſame, had 
not the queſtion reached Ida's mother, 
whom chance had Wel dnn. within 
hearing. "> 
Herman bend through the door a light: 
altercation between the wife and the 
ſervant. He knocked again: when ſhe 
obliged the merctleſs porter to withdraw 
and ſhe herſelf opened the door. The 
appearance of our. here drew from her a 
profound courteſey. * May I beg the 
* favour of your name, fir knight!“ ſaid? 
ſhe, with an air of embarraſiment, and 
bluſhing. 5 | 
* My name is of little conſequence,” 
anſwered. Herman, with impatience z © but: 
* the embaſſy with which I am charged, 
« gives me a title to admiſſion every 
s WE where : I come on the part of the em- 
r peror.“ “ Of the emperor !” cried ſhe :- 
„ 1 hope not. to bring us ill news; for, 
r thank God, I know not that we have ang: 
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c thing of which to accuſe ourſelves : and 
ic as to what money can purchaſe— But 
„ have the geodneſs to walk in; I will juſt i 
* ſee where my daughter is, re 
c you in a moment.? 
Herman was conducted into a NIE) 
where the firſt object that met his eyes v 
a 4 beautiful young woman whom he inſtantly 
would: have taken for Ida, had ſhe not 
appeared a thouſand times more charming: 
ne was ſoon, however, convinced that it 
was Ida herſelf. 
Our young lover had never ſeen the 
object of his paſſion but with the thick veil 
ſhe wore at church, or in a very unbecom- 
ing dreſs, which was then in faſhion. The 
high tiff collar, the enormous folds of the 
gown, and the antient gothic head-dreſs, 
left, indeed, this beautiful young woman 
charms enough eaſily to be diſtinguiſhed 
from her companions, diſguifed in the 
Tame manner ; but how different did ſhe 
appear in her undrefs, with no other orn. 
ment than a * veil _— to hex love 
trees! 


won. . wx 
Herman ſtood motionleſs as a ſtatue; 
and Ida, occupied at her ſpinning wheel, 


@ ſcarcely raiſed her eyes. In thoſe duys, ic 


was cuſtomary for young wornen to put 
ſome reſtraint upon their looks, and to re- 
preſs the eager ſtare of curiolity, 

At his entrance, the mother had requeſt- 
ed our hero to fit down, and expreſſed u 
hope that he would not be tired of waiting, 
But, ſo near his Ida, it was impoſſible for 
him to feel any ſenſation ef wearineſs. 
Intoxicated with the pleaſure of beholding 
her, he thought not of changing his poſtate, 
and he ſtood, nailed as it were to the floor, 
with his eyes fixed on the lovely ſpinſtey. 
Once or twice the opened her lips to re- 
mind the young man of her mother's re- 
queſt, but inſtantly cloſed them again, 
doubting whether it would net be breach 
of decorutn to addrefs herſelf to a ſtranger. 

The behaviour of Herman was equally = 
extraordinaty, The charming ſpinſter let 
fall her diftaff : and our hero, inſtead of run- 
ning with eagerneſs to take it ap, and avail- 
ing himſelf of the opportunity it afforded 
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of approaching and ſpeaking to „ the obje& 
of his affection, ſuffered her to ſtoop for it 


| herſelf, without making the leaſt movement 


to her aſſiſtance. . 

Ida, to whom this trifling POPC had 
not happened from coquetry, bluſhed with 
| ſhame, and reſumed her ſpinning with freſh 

eagerneſs, careful to avoid all ſeeming re. 
proach of the ſtranger for his want of ad- 
dreſs. - Under ſuch circumſtances, it is dit. 
ficult to ſay, whether, had the ſame event 
been repeated, it would, after the failure of 
the firſt opportunity, have been ſucceſsful 
in bringing about a converſation between 
the lover and his miſtreſs. - Be this as it 
may, an inſurmountable obſtacle was put to 
it bythe queſtion which the mother, who en- 
tered at this moment, addreſſed to Herman, 
* And what intelligence from the empe- 

te peror does his envoy bring us?“ ſaid ſhe, 
again preſſing Herman to be ſcated, while 
ſne remained herſelf modeſtly landing be- 
fore him. The chamberlain was @ little 
embarraſſed ; he even bluſhed, a quality at 
Preſent rare among courtiers, and found it 

3 


tie 


no eaſy matter to execute with-propriety the 


commiſſion with which he was honoured, 


Nor does our manuſcript relate the manner 


in which be acquitted himſelf; it only men- 
tions the effect it produced on Mrs, Mun- 
ſter, who ſmiled, and, giving a ſignificant 


nod to Ida, obſerved: © Now, daughter, 


« my dream is out. In your father's ab. 
« ſence, I thought J found roſes in our 
« garden; now roſes ſignify honors.” 

Thus ſaying, ſhe went to a large cheſt, 
which ſhe opened with ſome 'noiſe, and 
took out of it a ſmall ebony caſket, 4 I 
“ am highly delighted,” ſaid ' ſhe, ſeating 
herſelf by the ſide of Herman, and empty- 
ing the caſket on the table, that my huſ- 
© band is not at home, to deprive me of 
* the honor of rendering a ſervice to fo 
« great a perſonage, Here, fir knight, take 
i what you pleaſe, take all without counting 
« jt, except this chain indeed, and this 
e ting, which belong to my daughter.— 
* Aſſure our emperor of my profound re- 
* ſpect, and tell him that we love him 
* wtth all our hearts fince he has given us 


— ä —ͤ— — — 


aſſure her that che ſum, whatever it was, 
lieved no fuch thing; and then ſpoke of the 
(or as was moſt likely a compenſation and 


requittal for the loan.) But who,” added 
Herman, has the greateſt right to wear 
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< ſo good an empreſs. We hope tha 
« through her, things will be better than WM 7 
„they have been.” 
Herman was furprifed at the readinekſ 
with which this woman facrificed, what he 
conceived to be all her wealth, to a ſove- 
reign like Winceflaus. He looked at her 
with aftoniſhment; ſaid a few words to 


ſhould be faithfully repaid, though he be- 


favour which the emperor had authoriſed 
him to beſtow on Munſter, as a recompenſe 


*6 the gold chain? he, for whom it wa) 
intended by the emperor, or the generous 
ec woman who has diſplayed ſuch a reads 
„ nels to ſerve him?“ | 
„My huſband is not vain enough fot 

1 e ” anſwered Mrs. Munſter with 4 
fmile; and, I ſhould certainly make 4 
© charming figure among the females of my 
ce ſtation, decorated with ſuck. an brnament! 
1 
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Be that however as it may, if the empe- 
© ror ſhould be diſpoſed to recompence 
me, I mean, upon a proper occaſion, to 
ak him a favor of another kind, — 
hope he will not refuſe me.“ | 
Herman aſſured her, that 8 ob- 
ain for her from the emperor whatever ſhe 
lefired, and that he believed he might au- 
borize her, without detriment to the favour 
which ſhe intended to afk, to wear at pre- 
ent in public any ornament'ſhe pleaſed. 
Our young man, who transferred to the 
mother a portion of the featiments which 
e felt for the daughter, ſpoke with ſuch 
armth, that the ſmile of felf-complacency 
vas again lighted up in the countenance of 
(rs. Munſter. I am happy,” faid the, 
* to find that you have ſuch influence with 
« your maſter, and I thank him for the 
* permiſhon he gives me to uſe my own 
“ jewels, which I may now at any rate wear 
% in my houſe,” ſhould. I feel fo diſpoſe 
** ed. But as you are ſo much in favor 
* with the emperor, how is it he does not 
permit you to wear a gald cham? I have 
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ce ſeen you, I think, at church, and other 
« places, but never with this badge of 
& honor; and yet you are a nobleman ?”— 
Herman bluſhed—The narrowneſs of his 
fortune, and the mean parſimony of Win- 
ceflaus, he well knew to be the cauſe of this 
omiſſion. | An er 
„% What,” continued ſhe, would vou 
c ſay, were I for once to act the emperor, 
„ and decorate you with a chain? Ida, will 
« you give your conſent?” The mother, 
as ſhe ſaid this, held up a chain, which ſhe 
had juſt before declared to be her daughter's, 
Ida made a ſign of approbation. Come 
« hither then,” reſumed the mother, and 
e with your own hands place about his 
© neck the preſent which IT make him at 
<« your expence.” * 
Ida was confuſed. She roſe however, 
at length, upon a ſecond ſummons of her 
mother, with trepidation approached our 
3 hero, took the chain, put it about his neck 
4 and returned haſtily to her diſtaff, without 
| ſcarcely looking at Herman, while he, al- 
moſt befide himſelf, gazed on her with rap- 
ture, and would have caught her in his arms, 
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A long filence enſued. Ida fat at her reel, 
with her eyes fixed upon it, but without re- 
ſuming her occupation : Herman regarded 
her with tenderneſs unutterable; and the 
wife of Munſter, fitting in a chair behind 
them, obſerved them both with attention. 

This dumb ſcene was at length put an 
end to, by the latter aſking our youth, if he 
yas not the chevalier Herman of Unna ?— 
Herman was about to anſwer in the affirm- 
ative, and to aſk by what means the had 
ome to'the knowledge of his name, when 
Mrs. Munſter, hearing her huſband's foot- 
tep in the porch, requeſted him to conceal 
Ida's preſent in his pocket. He obeyed, 
ichout aſking the reaſon, and Munſter 
ade his appearance, He was a good look- 
ng old man, and as decently dreſſed as his 
tation permitted. A loftineſs of carriage 
announced the independent citizen, who 
onſidered himſelf as equal to any of the 
obility; but ſuch goodneſs beamed from 
very feature of his countenance, that it 
vas impoſſible not to pardon in him fo 
ight a failing. The preſence of the cham- 
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berlain excited his ſurprize. He looks 
with ſeverity at his wife, ordered Ida t 
withdraw, and then aſked Herman what h 
wanted, 

The name of the emperor foftened 
little his features, and the commiſſion wit 
which the envoy was charged cauſed him t 
ſmile. I am charmed, ſaid he, as lor 
as he was informed of what had paſſe 
tte preſent of Ida excepted. 1 at 
charmed that my wife has acted preciſ 
4e as Iſhouid have done myſelf. The nen 
time dhe enperor has occaſion for m 
« und it will mot, I truſt, be long firſt, | 
% will then be my turn. We are bouil 
to ſacrifice to our ſovereign both ol 
4 fſortunes and our lises. In one of th 
4 loyal cities of his majeſty T fou 
aſſiſtance nnd protection when I * 
4% poor and perſecuted. It is in h 
% dominions I have gained a portion ( 
« what I poſſeſs: and he has a right 
* ſhare it with me. On the part of yo 
«« maſter, therefore, you may come, you 
£ man, as often as he ſhall deſire © pk : by 
« on your own account, never.“ 
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After ſuch +a dec tation, Herman was 
icfirous.of prolonging che conference: but 
ne anſwers he received were brief. He 
ſpoke of renewing his viſit, and added ſome 
ompliments to Munſter: but the old man 
was ſilent. Herman then retired. What, 
indeed, would it have availed him to have 
aid? She, who fo powerfully attracted 
im, his dear Ida, was withdrawn; and 
her mother, before ſo complaiſant, was ſo 
changed ſince the arrival of her huſband, 
zs not to be known for the ſame perſon. 
Dur hero, with flow and penſive ſteps, 
returned to the palace, revolving, as he 
vent, every event that Rad paſſed. Ida's 
yooks, the mother's kindneſs, the preſent 
me had in ſo flattering a manner beſtowed 
upon him by the hand af her daughter, and 
a thouſand things beſide, occupied his 
houghts, enchanted him with hopes of 
which he examined not the ſolidity, and 
made him forget his chief buſineſs, and che 
ſucceſs with which it had been attended : 
u nor was it till he felt the burden ef the 
money which the good old lady had given 
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him, a burden which, in the firſt moment 

of his joy, he had not perceived, that he 

recollected what he had to do, and haſteneif 
to impart to his maſter the event of his 
commiſſion. | 
It was a law with Winceſlaus never to 
be ſatisfied; and he departed not from it 
on the preſent, occaſion. The preſent 
which the generous citizen had made him, 
fell a few crowns ſhort of the ſum he had 
requeſted, In his eyes the wealth of 
_ | Munſter appeared inexhauſtible, and he 
talked of having ſhortly a ſecond recourk 
to it. Inn 

His confident paid little attention to 
what he ſaid. He wiſhed to be alone, that 
he might again reflect on his adventure, 
and contemplate at leiſure the chain he had 
received; a jewel of no inconſiderable 
value, and with which he was in every 
reſpect ſatisfied, except that the medallion 
attached to it, inſtead of repreſenting the 
charming features of Ida, exhibited the 
bearded viſage of an old count of Wirtem- 
berg, reſpecting whom he had little curioſity, 
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While Herman gave a looſe to his re- 
ections, and recalled to his mind the beauty 
f Ida, and the kindneſs of her mother, he 
auſt certainly have forgotten the ſeverity 
f the father; for, the next morning, as 
don as it was light, he repaired to the 
duſe of old Munſter, and was ſurpriſed at 
ot finding admittance, He was told that 
either the maſter: nor the miſtreſs was at 
dme; that it was to be preſumed, after fo - 
cent an application, he had no commands 
om the emperor z and that he could have 

> other buſineſs there. | | | 
It was to no purpoſe that he perſevered 
his viſits, he was always dimiſſed in a 
milar manner, and he began at laſt to 
iſh that the emperor might again have 
ed of money, and might apply, as before, 
d the ſtropg box of Munſter. But Win- 
flaus had roo much cunning not to have 
[covered other more copious ſources 
om which to ſupply his wants. He cre- 
ed earls, counts, princes, exacting from 
ch a ſum proportionate to the dignity 
dnferred, He alſo invented a new way 


which juſtice was then adminiſtered in { 


too narrowly; be took what did not: be lot 


! 


| 


56. HERMAN 
of. enriching: himſelf by the 1 


dreadful ne by the terrible: arm d 


cret. It is true, the emperor: hadino righ 
to ſuch nominations, the privilege: belong 
ing excluſively to Weſtphalia, where thoi 
tribunals were in force. But Winceſl: 
was a man little given to ſcrutiniſe thing 


to him, as if it had been his own, and f 
licitated himſelf on the A to!by 
derived from it. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


A SECRET enmity ſubſiſted between 

punt Victor of Milan, and a prince of the 

ouſe of Viſconti. The cauſe of their 
iſunderſtanding, and the motives that 

rompted them to reciprocal-injuries, are 
dreign to our hiſtory, Ambition, how- 

ver, and a thirſt of vengeance, brought the 

drmer to the court of Winceſlaus, to whom 
e offered a hundred thouſand florins*; (an 
ormous ſum in thoſe days) if the empe- 

or would raiſe him to the dignity of a 
uke. Winceſlaus, deaf to the remon- 
Frances of the princes of the empire, who 
yould have diſſuaded him from compli- 
nce, liſtened only to his intereſt; and 
granted to the count, in ſpite of the laws, 
hich were formally againſt it, not only 
e favor which he publickly ſolicited, but 
nother, as the event proved, which he had 
jemanded in private, namely, the eſtabliſh- 
nent in his territories of a ſecret tribunal. 


Eleven thouſand two hundred and fifty pounds. 
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This was authoriſing him to arm, on the 
lighteſt pretext, againſt any one why 


offended him, a thouſand executioners, wholii 


might put. the unhappy perſon to death, 
wherever they met him, without any one 
daring to take yengeance of the deed. 

This laſt motive of the count's viſit i; 
not ſufficiently known for us to ſpeak poli 
tively reſpeting it; but it is certain tha 
he obtained all he aſked, and paid the em. 
peror for his complaiſance even more gene. 
rouſly than he had promiſed. 

Winceſlaus now imagined himſelf. in 
poſſeſſion of inexhauſtible mines of wealth, 
Nothing was thought of at Prague but 
ſcenes of diſfipation, The moſt licentious 
| entertainments, of which the prefermen 
of the duke of Milan was the pretext and 
the ſupport, rapidly ſucceeded; each other, 
The people, while they murmured at. the 
follies of the emperor, had the greater folly 
to imitate him. His extravagance gave 4 
temporary circulation to money, and the 
pleaſures with which his courtiers were 
| intoxicated, found their Foy to the mol 

_ diſtant corners of the cite 
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i; was about this time, that a dreadful 
ire, of which ſome ancient chronicles ſtill 
Wocak, broke out in the eaſtern quarter of 
Prague. The clock had uſt ſtruck twelve. 
he emperor, and his inſeparable compa- 
ion, the prince of Ratibor, were emptying 
heir capacious bumpers, which were to di- 
eſt them of the little reaſon that remained, 
hile around them lay, dead drunk on the 
Woor, all who had dared to enter the lift 
ith ſuch noble antagoniſts.” Stammering, 
nd burſting with laughter, they deſcanted 
n the manner in which their companions 
ad fallen, They then diſputed about the 
rder in which it had happened, and the 
me they could themſelves hold out, ſo 
armly as to be-on the point of coming to 
lows, PR | 
During theſe riotous proteddimys, the 
ounger part of the company, who, though 
aſt in number, were by far the moſt in- 
reſting, had drank out of no cup but the 
up of pleaſure, and were amuſing them- 
ves with the noble exercife of dancing. 


n the midſt of this brilliant Seele Was 
A D 
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Herman ; but he partook not of its joy, for 
Ida was not there. Sometimes he went to 
the window which looked towards that par 
of the city in which ſhe reſided ; then again 
he would haſtily retire, renewing the oath 
which he had already a thouſand times bro. 
ken, to think of her no more. At length hef 
joined the dance, as the only way of diffipat 
ing his chagrin, « Though delicacy had pre: 
vented him from becoming inebriated, ye 
had he drank enough to give him a mo- 
mentary elevation of ſpirits; and his im- 
gination led him in turns to ſee the idol off 
his heart in every nymph with whom h 
lightly tripped round the hall. 
On a ſudden, extraordinary cries wer 
heard, which ſpread trouble and -confuſia 
through this joyous aſſembly, It is til 
te centinel,” ſaid a pretty blue-eyed girl t 
Herman, preſſing his arm, which ſhe hel 
to her heart: .it is the centinel, announc 
« ing the approach. of day; let us nd 
4 ſpend in vain the precious moments thi 
are on the wing.” The cries being r6 
peated, a ſtop was put to the muſic, I 
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ompany liſtened. It is fire !” exclaimed 
hundred voices at once. The dancers 
tautly crowded together, and as quickly 
parated, running, ſome to the doors, 
thers to the windows, to.diſcover where 
De accident was, or fly from a danger of 
hich they were ignorant. 

Herman flew to the window from which 
e had ſo little abſented himſelf during the 
vening. All the eaſtern part of the ſky 
as a ſea of fire, The remembrance of 
a ruſhed inſtantly to his mind, and diſ- 
pated, in a moment, the kind of intoxi- 
ation in which he was plunged. Invok- 
g her name, he abruptly quitted the hand 
| his partner, which he had hitherto held 
d, almoſt beſide himſelf, endeavoured, 
incredible exertions, to pierce through 
e crowd which prevented him from get- 
ng out of the apartment. Tihs he effect- 
d, by throwing down every one that 
poſed his paſſage; and having at length 
s th: ined the ſtreet, he ran with the wildneſs 
5 iaſanity, regardleſs of the diſtance, till 
Tix arrived at the ſcene of devaſtation, 
D 2 


| There But the reader will | pare me th 
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_ recital of the dreadful and wide-ſpreadingli 
ruin to which Herman would have beef 
witneſs, had he been. ſuſceptible of ar 
other idea than that of the peril of hi 
miſtreſs. 
The inhabitants of that part- of the cis 
where the conflagration' had taken plac 
were probably late infor med of their da 
ger; for many of them, who had been cl: 
brating the ' feſtival of Winceſlaus, wen 
overcome with intoxication, and other 
exhauſted by their daily labour, were 
profoundly ſunk in ſleep. 
In the number of the latter was th 
family of Munſter. They were ſtrangers 
the impure pleaſures of diſſipation. Off 
the contrary, their days were employed 
Induſtry, and their nights in repoſe, Th 
event, beſide, had happened on the evel 
the exaltation of the croſs ; and to ſpeni 
ſuch a night in pleaſure, would have appeal 
ed bighly criminal to a family ſo religiou 
Herman, half dead with apprehend 
found Munſter and his wife, with fold 
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Arms, gazing at their houſe, which was in 
flames, and calling inceſſantly on their dear 
aa. It was wich difficulty theſe unfortu- 


he father, who, aſter his eſcape, had 
returned through the fire in order to reſcue 
Whis daughter, whom he ſought in vain in 

the apartment where ſhe had been accul- 
tomed to ſlee p, felt, ſo great was his anxiety, 
o pain from his arm, which had been 
Wſcorched in the attempt; and the mother 
ſeemed every moment ready to ruſh into 
the flames to ſave her beloved G4, or 
perilh with her. 

&« Ida!” exclaimed the frantic 1 
Is Ida then miſſing? On! let me ſeek, 
let me ſave ber!“ Thus ſaying, he 
O88 {c1zed a ladder, and placed it againſt that 


di part of the houſe which the mother pointed 
TiWout. The wind having, for an inſtant,, 


e blown away the flames from it, he mounted 
ven on burning beams and heated ftones, and 
dei reached the chamber of his miſtreſs, A 


ow chick ſmoke enveloped and concealed him 


of rom every eye, The parents of Ida could 
ol CEE 1 


Pate parents had ſaved their own lives. 
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no longer diſtinguiſh the deliverer of the 
daughter. « Ah! is it over with him too! 
exclaimed the mother, wringing her hana 
But, in a moment he appeared again, pereſi 
trated ſtill farther into the fatal ruins, dif 
appeared a ſecond time, again came ini 
fight, deſcended the ladder, and fell en{ 
leſs into the arms of theſe who haſtened ar 

his aſſiſtance. | 
Ah! he is returned without her! 
eried the diſtrafted mcther, running toll 
wards him; * he is returned without herlfi 

“ O God, where is my child?“ 

While the mother thus bewailed the loi 
of Ida, the father was endeavouring to ref 
vive the intrepid youth, who had fo gene 
roully, and ſo unſucceſsfully hazarded bh. 


life for her. While traverſing the houk 

in ſearch of his beloved, the ſmoke r 
nearly ſuffocated him: anxiety alſo, aue 
the efforts he had made, had totally cn 
hauſted his ſtrength, ſo that his faintig e 
aſſumed the very image of death, and no 


thing but the torture occafioned by b. 
wounds could have recalled him to life. 


—— 
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Day began to break; the crowd in- 
reaſed ; the drunkards, and weary artiſans 
Jof Prague had been rouſed, and methods 
were at length taken to put a ſtop to the 
onflagrations 
| The parents of Ida quitted the melan- 
Wc holy ſpot, which they ſuppoſed to be the 
rave of all their felicity, in order to retire 
o a ſmall houſe belonging to them, which 
he flames had not reached, At their 
Wentreaty, the unfortunate Herman directed 
is ſervants to convey him to the ſame. 
Place; the mother having declared, that no 
ae but herſelf ſhould have the care of him. 
Scarcely had they. gotten half way, when 
young woman ruſhed from the crowd, 
and threw herſelf into their arms. It was Ida. 
Jo deſcribe the impreſſion that was made 
pon theſe unhappy beings, by her ſud- 
len appearance, is impoſſible, Her lover 
end mother fainted away. The father alone 
ad ſufficient preſence of mind to aſk her by 
nv hat ſtrange miracle ſhe had been ſaved. - 
| Saved!“ anſwered Ida, © I have never 
* been in danger. God be praiſed that 
D 
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% you are ſafe, It was but a few momen; 
ago that I heard of the fire, when 1 u 
C ſtantly ran to aſſiſt you, or periſh wif 
you in the flames.” ' 8 
'The father now, for the firſt time, rec 
lected, that the evening before, Ida hi 
begged leave to go with their ſervant to 
diſtant church, dedicated to the Virgin, lf 
hear matins, which were to begin at mid 
night, and laſt till break of day. It wail 
there this excellent young woman fil 
heard the news of the calamity of her pili 
rents. Her good angel, who watched ore 
. cher ſafety, had reſerved her for the conſol 
tion of others, and decreed that ſhe ſhoul 
taſte, in the very lap of misfortune, a haf 
pineſs which ſhe was far from expecting. 
Herman being recovered from his ſwoon 
Ida was preſented to him. She thanket 
him in tertns of the livelieſt gratitude 
She did more; ſhe became his nurſe, and 
beſtowed on him the tendereſt care, whicili 
contributed not a little to feed the flame al 
love in the heart of one, and to kindle i 
in that of the other. 


pl 


OF UNNA. | 63 


C HAPTER VIII. 


As ſoon as Herman was can ier 
bliged him to quit the houſe of Munſter. 
He accordingly returned to the palace ; but 
inceſlaus expreſſed lictle or no concern 
or him, and was even fo unfeeling as to 
ake his adventure the ſubject of ribaldry. 
he courtiers imitated the example of their 
aſter, and the amours of Herman and 
da were for ſeveral days the ſtanding jeſt 
ff the court. Sophia alone was generous 
enough not to banter the young chevalier, 
Wor utter a ſingle pleaſantry on the dangers 
We had fo gallantly braved. Neither the 
eflections that had occupied her mind, nor 
Phe endeavours of the princeſs of Ratibor, 
Pad been able wholly to ſtifle the lively in- 
lination with which Ida bad at firſt inſpired 
er heart. She could not hear of the cala- 
ity that had befallen the parents without 
motion; ſhe rejoiced that their excellent 
augghter had been ſo providentially ſaved; 
Pad ſhe commiſfioned Herman to deliver, 
D; 
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in her name, to the unfortunate family, 
preſent, which, conſidering the little Sophi 
had in her power, was far from being 
trifling. Herman was transported to fu 
the freret wiſhes of his heart thus agreeabi a 
accompliſhed. The diminution of Ida 
happineſs, in, conſequence of the loſs he 
father had ſuſtained by the fire, hung heal 
on his mind. He contemplated with ſorlf 
row the chain of gold he had received frou 
her in happier days, and thought it incunſ 
bent on him to return it; but, of ſuch 
ſacrifice, he found himſelf incapable, and 
he choſe rather to diveſt himſelf of all tt 

| had that was valuable, though that indeti 
was little, in order to make the beſt com pet 
ſation in his power. He added, therefor 
to the preſent of the empreſs, ſome jewel. 
of his own; ſure, under that reſpected 
name, of their being received. Our youtili 
had, independently of this, another projedl 
for the relief of this good family. He rl 
membered the ſum that had been lent . 
Mrs. Munſter; he knew that the empero 
had not ſpent the whole of what he hal 


el 


ceived from the duke of Milan, and he 
entured to hint to him the repayment of 
hat he had borrowed. This freedom was 
en amiſs, and was apparently the firſt 
Wavuſe of the emperor's coolneſs. towards his 
wourite. 5 

« Have you been deſired,“ ſaid Winceſ- 
Ws, with an air of diſcontent, © to remind 
me of this trifle ? No,“ replied Her- 
an, „On the contrary, I have reaſon to 
believe that the generous wife of Munſter 
intended it as a preſent, not as a loan. 
But ſuch diſintereſtedneſs, is it not an 


additional motive —— ?” The emperor 
lee nterrupted him. Did you not mention,” 
dend he,“ ſome favour. which this woman 
or talked of aſking ? Herman bowed aflent. 


Well,“ continued the emperor, tc let us 
* wait till we know what. it is; and I give 
my word of honour that I will not - — “ 


u ledging himſelf. for ſomething, he mighs 
ot chuſe to perform, induced him to break 
off the converſation; and a ſign of impa- 
jence, which he made with his hand, oblig- 
ed the young chamberlain to withdraw. 


efuſe, he was going to ſay ; but the fear os :. 


n 


- Herman took his way towards the hun. 
ble habitation of Munſter, regretting, as h. 
went, that he had not been able to increalf 
the preſent of Sophia as much as he wiſhed 
Had he been emperor, no ſum would han 
appeared to him too great to recompence tui 
kindneſs of this honeſt citizen's wife. 
He found the father of Ida alone. H 
was uneaſy that what he had to offer hin 
was not more conſiderable ; meanwhile he 
preſented it in the name of Sophia. Munſte 
hung down his head with an air of penſive 
neſs, and his eyes overflowed with tears 
_ © How' generous, how noble a creature! 
cried he at laſt : © the true mother of he 
« people! What ſhe now does for me, ſh: 
« is doing every day for a thouſand of he 
« unfortunate ſubjects. She deprives her 
e ſelf of the little which the parſimony o 
* Winceſlaus allows her, to relieve the want 
of others. What pity, that her influence 
&« over our maſter is not ſo great as waſh 
«© expected !—And yet our burdens are it 
*© many reſpects lightened, and the people 
*« feel towards him leſs hatred ſince he ha 
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« given them ſuch an angel for their 
« miſtreſs.” A 

The heart of Herman was ſtill full of 
bitterneſs againſt the emperor, and he could 
not avoid reciting to Munſter the conver- 
W ſation he had juſt had with him. “ You 
« were wrong,” ſaid the old man. Who- 


H ever lends to Winceſlaus, never dreams 
hin of being repaid : and as to the favour my 
wife may have to aſk, I beg you will not 
lte interfere in it. Women have often 


« ſtrange whims in their heads: and ſhould 
« my wite aſk any thing of the emperor, 
* which, being attended with no expence to 
him, he may, therefore, not refuſe, it is 
poſſible that the favour, when obtained, 
may prove more detrimental than advan- 


he-“ tageous.“ 

aß To the latter part of this diſcourſe, 
anti Herman made no reply; but he ſwore not 
nceWMto reſt, till the ſum borrowed by tte empe- 
wa ror was repaid, I conſider myſelf,” added 


he, as your debtor. Would it were in 
* My power to act up to my wiſhes! O 
heaven! grant me but a part, a ſmall 


% | 
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ol part of the wealth, which thou haſt, per. 
4 haps, one day deſtined for me, and I will 

« cheerfully renounce the reſt! Enable . 

« me to 

„ Young man,” . 1 Munſter, | 

aſſuming a ſerious countenance, / « you give | 

« yourſelf too much concern about thi 

« buſineſs ; and to calm a little your agita- 

4 tion, I will diſcloſe to you a ſecret, with 
« which even my wife and daughter are not 

| fully acquainted. I am not ſo poor a 

= « you may imagine; as I was leſs rich than 

© the world believed me. I knew the 

4 reports ſpread. reſpecting my wealth by 

ec my enemies; and had long expected, on 

6 the part of the emperor, ſome attempt to 

« make himſelf maſter of it. I would have 

« obliged him with pleaſure; I would have 

« granted him whatever he ſhould hare 

« aſked, as long as it had been poſſible to 
« ſatisfy: his rapaciouſneſs, without ruin to 
« myſelf. But had my ſituation become 
& critical, I ſhould have conſidered wha 
e ſteps I had to take. Princes firſt beg 
wich borrowing, and end at laſt wi 

7 


* 


— R W 8 oF we 


— * . 
— 4 * 
= OI 

; 


TW 


—— 
— — 


— —_— 
Ds —M—2—D es GT.” 00 AG CI A EE • —b—üj— — —— 
= : = 
l \ 
: - . 


OF UNNA, 73 


* plundering. I know what has happened | 
to others. It is eaſy to find pretexts for 
W- ripping an honeſt man of his property. 
© If then I had ſuſpected any ſuch diſaſter 
approaching, I would have collected what 
I have buried in this houſe, and have fled 
© with my family. My larger houle, which 
© is burnt, and which I can. rebuild if I 
* pleaſe, though I have no ſuch intention, 
Winceſlaus might, in that caſe, have kept, 
to indemnify himſelf for the loſs " a good 
and loyal ſubject.“ 
Herman liſtened with the utmoſt ſurprize 
a the old man, who thus continued his re- 
Ital, * My wife, indeed, knows I have bu- 
* ried ſome money here, but ſhe is ignorant 
* ofthe ſum. A woman is always a woman, 
that is to ſay, a being vain and preſump- 
© tuous when fortune ſmiles, timid and 
humble when ſhe frowns.” 
n u But Ida?“ interrupted the young man, 
one exed at theſe injurious complaints againſt 


the ſex, and in which his muſirels ſeemed to. 
be involved. 


* 
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As to Ida, ſhe is out of the queſtion” 
replied Munſter, who, at the mention of het 
name, ſeemed to fall into a profound revery, 
After a moment's filence, ** ſince we ar 
« ſpeaking of her,” reſumed he, © I mul 
“ beg you not to take it amiſs, if you ſhoull 
* jn future ſec her leſs frequently, or rather 
« not at all. I know that you love her; 
„ you have given the nobleſt proof of it; 
« but ... . you mult not think of her 
% indeed you muſt not... And you will 
« not, | hope, require what it is impoſſibl 
« for me to grant.” 

Herman echoed the word impoſſible, | in 1 
tone expreſſive of the deſpair into which helf 
was thrown by a declaration that obliged 
him to renounce an union on which depend- 
ed the happineſs of his life. Though he 
had hitherto not known himſelf what hope: 
he could or ought to entertain; yer till had 
he continued to hope, and he tremble 
when he perceived a ſtroke aimed at the fra 
gile edifice which his imagination had fondly 
erected in ſome obſcure and uncertain fore 
rity. 


7 


The old man ſtrenuouſly combated the 
aſſion of our youth, who no leſs ſtrenu- 
oy defended it. He was ready, he ſaid, 
Wo ſacrifice to Ida his birth, his ſituation, 
nd all his future hopes ; or he would enter 
Die liſt of combatants, and raiſe himſelf by 
is bravery, (the ſureſt way to diſtinction in 
ſhe times of which we are ſpeaking) to a de- 
pree of power, that the world ſhould not dare 
oobject to the marriage as unequal, 


The opinion of the world is not what 

abe I fear; for things may be different from 
WF what you imagine. But enough: I can- 

in not tell you all. There are circumſtances 
| he in the caſe, which -In ſhort, I muſt. 


inſiſt on your not attempting to ſee my 
daughter, but that you endeavour to ſtifle 


bei an unhappy paſſion, which, ſhould it 
pes ſteal into the heart of Ida, would render 
had her as unfortunate as yourſelf,” 


An impenetrable obſcurity reigned in 
bis diſcourſe, The ſort of half confidence 
di Munſter appeared unintelligible to Her- 
man, and he was diſpoſed to believe that 
rhat he had heard was only meant as a veil 
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to the old man's difinclination, which, u 
able to juſtify himſelf by reaſonable moti- 
had obliged him to reſort to ae 
f myſteries. 
But a cordial ſqueeze by the hand, afſu 
ed Herman that he was miſtaxen. N. 
« young man,” ſaid he, I love you: 
« had even an affection for you when 
«« ſought to fruſtrate your endeavours to gi 
i acceſs to my houſe : judge then if my { 
c timents can be altered, now that I a 
s attached to you by gratitude,” | 
Herman received theſe proteſtations wit 
coldneſs, and left the houfe of Muuſter wit 
the firm refolution never more to return i 
it, though his ſteps continually led hin 
thither without his being aware of it. It 
true, he had as yet not totally renaunced thi 
hope of once more ſeeing Ida, or her con 
paſſionate mother. Even Munſler bimfel 
cruel as he thought him, he found it impd 
ſible to hate, and to be long abſent from tit 
good old man was painful to his heart. 
The inclinations conceived by this youth 
educated in the faſtidious notions of a cou 
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or the ſociety of a fimple and unpoliſhed 
Wicizen, will be thought perhaps extraordina- 
But let it be conſidered, that this citi- 
Ka was a man of no vulgar merit; and that 
Wir hero, beſide, who felt for him ſo tender 
p affection, had ſenſe and virtue enough to 
refer the ſiyle of his actions and converſa- 
Won to the manners of a court ſo diſſolute 
chat of Winceſlaus ; he alſo frequently 
ned ro himſelf, that his deteſtation of vice, 
Wd love of virtue, had been greater, fince 
is acquaintance and intimacy with this up- 
aht plebeian. 

But ſentiments of this nature were not 
MD ways ſufficient to deter him from meaſures, 
Which he knew would be diſpleaſing to his 
ank. and guileleſs friend : for he formed 
e defign of procuring a ſecret interview 
ther with Ida, or her mother; and reſpect- 
g the latter he was one day ſucceſsful. 
He found the good wife as much preju- 
Iced in his favor as ever. She united with 
Im in complaining of the folly of her huſ- 
ind; told him that ſhe had ſomething of 
pportance to diſcloſe ; and appointed an 


tunity of ſeeing her, as well as Ida, durif 
'the abſence of her rigid guardian. 


the ſecret, informed him however, on 
arrival, that her maſter was not yet ga 
the parlour, where he could hear what y 
paſſing between the parents of Ida, a 


Herman began to liſten, © can you fl 


Believe me, the happineſs of Ida 


1 
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evening, when he would have an oppy 


Herman was punctual to the appoin 4 
ment. A female ſervant, admitted in 


out, and placed him in a cloſet adjoininf 


which we ſhall communicate to the reader 
And can you ſtill,“ ſaid Munſter, 


% ſuppoſe, after what I have ſaid, tha 
&© have any diſlike to the young mai 


« ſcarcely more dear-to me, and her hy 
c pineſs is the ſole object ] have in view 
Nor am 1,” ſaid the wife, in a tol 
of Gſcontent, ** ee by any oth 
* motive.” 

« And yet you would take the wol 
© means of attaining it.“ 

% No, they, are the beſt. It is neceſſ 
* the ſhould d Emerge from the obſcuriy! 


. 
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which ſhe has lived, if we would not eter- 
nally repent of what we have done.” 

W < 1 grant that it is neceſſary ; bot « not 
by the inftrumentality of Herman. Let 
us take the ſhorteſt and moſt direct road. 
What can ſhe hope from a young man 
who has yet to make his fortune, and 
whoſe return from foreign countries ſhe 
will probably have long to wait? Beſide, 
he belongs to a family, which ——.“ 

« Well, then, agree to my other propo- 
n 11 an: | | 
«In God's name, wife, abandon fo 
dangerous a ſcheme ! What would Ida 
do in a court like that of Winceflaus ? 
Reflect on the anxieties we ſuffered by 
your whim of letting her appear before 
Sophia, on the morrow of All-Saints, 
with a valuable preſent. Would you re- 
new thoſe anxieties? O how I regret 
having conſented to a meaſure fo abſurd ! 
It is loſt labour to make ſacrifices to the 
great: they ſoon forget thoſe from whom 
* they receive obligations.” 

The event would have been different, 
had Ida gone the next day, when the 
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60 tnprefs ſent for her, inſtead of being 
« obliged, oy your orders, to feign nd 
te poſition,” | 

«Alas ! had the empreſs felt for her 4 i 
« ſtronger inclination than is uſual to vo 
e men of her rank, would ſhe have con- 
« tented herſelf with a ſingle invitation 
&« or, what is more, ſo totally have forgot 
& ten the object that intereſted her? No 
“ and had I been ſo imprudent as to com 
« ply with your wiſhes, Ida would hav 
te experienced the ſame fate as others, andi 
« after ſpending a few days, or a few week 
e at court, would have been obliged, pe- 
10 haps, to return to her original obſcurity, 
% envied, ridiculed, and hated. 4 
The wife was ſilent. 

« You acknowledge, then,” refed the 
Fuel « that your fiſt project wa 
4 irrational, ill calculated to anſwer it 
„ purpoſe.; and that your ſecond is tit 
« ſame?” | 0 

«1 acknowledge no ch thing. MY 
« project was the reverſe of irrational, and 
ne oc ay the conſequence I expecteaſ 
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Lknew that Ida's appearance would ſecure 
her the conqueſt of one heart at leaſt; 
and this has actually happened. The 
good and amiable Herman loves her 
tenderly, He is the man by whom the 
hand of fate means to draw her from her 
preſent retreat; and he will certainly 
have her; he will one day ſhare her hap- 
pineſs.” 

« Muſt I a ſecond time remind you of 
the impoſſibility of what you propoſe ? 
An impoſſibility greater with reſpect to 
him, than any other perſon.” 

'L Do not give yourſelf the nn ; 
you will never. convince me.“ 


What obſtinacy ! promiſe at leaſt chat 
you will renounce Fu new v chimera, and 
he leave matters to me.” 
de fate of Ida intereſts me more 
2 nearly than it does you, and——.” _ 
" KG Relinquiſh your project, Maria; I beg 
It as a favour. You know how dear ſhe 
* * my heart, and h ow much I ſhould 
1 15 | 
os eice, If ——. 
5 The entrance of Ida put an end to the 


nverſation, Munſter declared his inten, 
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tion of ſtaying at home that evening, ani 
the daughter was defired to take her har N 
inſtead of her diſtaff, to diſſipate the cloud 
of diſcontent which hung on the minds off 
her parents. | 
Herman was entitled to ſome indemnif. 
cation for the diſappointment of his hope 
The pleaſure of hearing Ida ſing, play, a 
talk, made him forget he was deprived d 
that of ſeeing her; and when the confidanf 
came. to inform him, that the purpoſe if 
his coming was defeated, and that he mu 
depart, ſhe appeared, he thought, too ſooi 
He quitted with regret his obſcure retre; 
and returned penſively to his home. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


HISTORY does not inform us whether, 
er the failure of the firſt, new attempts 
obtain a ſecret interview were made, or 
hether they were fruſtrated by the vigi- 
ace of Munſter. Thus much is certain, 
a Herman ſucceeded not in ſeeing either 
De mother or the daughter; nor indeed 
Ws his reſidence in Prague long enough 
Sr him to practice many manceuvres - by 
ich he could at all hope to deceive ſo cir- 
Wanſpect a character as the father of Ida. 

Herman remarked, that the coldneſs of 


ie favourite, increaſed towards him every 


yy. © The face of that buffoon,” ſaid the 


ith conſiderable ſarcaſm, bears the 
exact impreſſion of a note of hand, which 
he conceives to be due to the family of 
W Munſter,” Now a countenancelike this 
ald not fail to give his majeſty ſovereign 
ſpleaſure. 5 


Val, J. E 


Wis maſter, of whom he had ſo long been 


peror one day to madam von Baden, 


7 
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But Winceſlaus was miſtaken in his ch 
jecture. Munfter had too often aſſure 
his young friend, that he neither deſire 
nor expected the repayment of what he ha | 
lent, for Herman to entertain a thought of 
reminding his maſter of ſo unpleaſant M 
ſubject. Had the emperor poſſeſfed a lit 
more {kill in the ſcience of ptifiognony | 
he would have diſcovered, in the face of H 
chamberlain, very different ſentiment x 
| Secrer chagrin, | wearineſs and diſguſt 4 
every thing around him, and an ardenif 

defive- of happier days, were depicted q 
it; perhaps there was viſible alſo, a degr | 
of regret at having effended a maſter, vi 
imagined that no one had a right to be dif 
ſatisfied but himſelf. wo | 
Our young man no longer doubted i 
fate that awaited him. Well acquaintt 
with Winceſlaus, he read in his eyes tl 
ſentence of his diſgrace; and he ſerioul 
thought of withdra wing himſelf from cou 
a reſolution whiely Munſter, from who 
be had nd ſeoeret, ſeeonded with all 
might. 


3 am glad.“ ſaid the old man, © to ſee 

| you at laſt inclined to do of yourſelf, what 

1 ſhould long ago have adviſed. ' What 
can you expect here? You ate ſpend- 
ing the prime of life in idleneſs, and 
waſting the time and ſtrength that ought 
to be employed in the career of honour, 
Quit, young man, quit this place of ſloth, 
and ſeek, at à diſtance, ſome theatre 
W more worthy of your talents, a theatre 
where you may find at once happineſs 
and glory. Entet the ſervice of ſome 
powerful ſovereign; Every part of the 
world is not governed by princes like 
Winceſlaus. We have the dukes of 
W- Auſtria and Brunſwick: in Hungary lives 
king Sigiſmond, Theſe are men who 
do honcur to their rank. Chuſe from 
among them a maſter; and he aſſured 
mat he, whom you have ſo often called 
poor facher, walk not abanden you. truſt 
= you will not think it degrading to receive 
from a Citizen who is wealthy, that / ſuc- 
* cour-of which wn has” lefe 
11 0 E a | 
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« you in want: ſuch pride has, doubtle; 
„ no place in your heart. 

„ What I would farther recommend 

ſaid the old man, perceiving that Herm 

was diſpoſed to interrupt him, * is, tha 

& you ſhould demand that title of the en 

6c peror which, indeed, you already enjq FF 

e by courteſy, But I would have you bei 

« in reality a knight; though it is whit. 

&« fical enough to hear this appellatia 

t beſtowed on. beardleſs courtiers, who: 

* whole armour- conſiſts of a. gold hilt 

e ſword, which they frequently wear, by 

« miſtake, on the right fide inſtead of thei 

4 left, You, however,” added he, perccir-ſ 

ing that Herman was piqued at the reflec 

tion, * are not of this number; your cou- 

i rage, and your. dexterity in the uſe 0 

6 arms, are well known: but it is time thai 

you ſhould: quit ſuch effeminate youths, 

© whoſe ſociety can do you no ſort of 

« honour,” 

Herman ECT with his . friend's 
advice, and ſolicited of Winceſlaus the 
honour of knighthood. Winceſlaus, whose 
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WW micy to his former favourite was not fo 
eat as to wiſh to deprive him either of his 
W putation or his life, was pleaſed to find 
easy a way of getting rid of bim. and 
Wanted his requeſt, | 


Munſter, the oracle of our young man, 
oiled farther adviſed him to procure admiſ- 
bt ; on into one of the numerous orders which 


iſted at that time, and the members of 
Which were ſpread all over Europe. To 
Wis Herman equally conſented, and, in 
Wnfideration of the ſtate of his heart, he 
Woſe the order of fidelity, or as it was called, 
Wen in a period ſo remote, and not with- 
Wt reaſon, the order of the good old times. 
Our honeſt plebeian could with diffi- 
ty refrain from laughter, when the young 
ight made his appearance, decorated with 
e badge of his fraternity, which conſiſted _ 
| a role coloured ſleeve peeping from 
er bis mail; and he expreſſed to him a 
hn that he had entered into an order com- 
Wanding more reſpect: an obſervation to 
the rich Herman, who knew of nothing more 
ole nl E 3 
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ſerious or reſpectable than his love, mad 
vo reply. | 

Our new dubbed kids had never ſuf: 
ed himſelf to doubt that he ſhould at lea 
be permitted to ſee Ida on the evening d | 
the day of his inſtalment, and had exulte! | 
in the hope; but he ſoon found hin 
miſtaken, and was given to underſtanf 
that this was a happineſs which he muſt ng 
expect till the day of his quitting Prague 
an expedient to which Munſter had recouriif 
in order to haſten his departure, To rei 
the daily importunities of his wife, and tu 
ſolicitations of his young friend, was u 
effort too painful for the old man. Beſid 
according to his mode of thinking, Ida a 
Herman ought not to ſee each other at ai 
as it was impoſſible for them to be united 
and he thought it, therefore, of the utmdf 
conſequence, that the latter ſhould be gone 

Meanwhile, the mother of Ida was ei 
tremely deſirous of ſpeaking, at leaſt ona 
more to the young knight, that ſhe mig 
be enabled to execute, by his means, a pg 
| F& ſhe had long had in her head, andi 
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nich the reader muſt have perceived ſome 
| races, But this was what Munſter was 
arious to prevent, and was one of the 
aſons which made him urge ſo ſtrongly 
oe departure of Herman. Thus the wiſhed- 
or interview could not take place. 
On the evening that preceded our 
Wk night's departure, Munſter expreſſed a 

wiſh to be informed of the reaſons that had 
brought him, at ſo early an age, to the 
court of Winceſlaus- Herman, who had 
too much gratitude to his old friend to 
refuſe him ſuch a requeſt, readily conſent- 
ed: „but, added he, may I not, in my 
te turn, aſk a ſimilar favour? I find in 
e your family ſuch extraordinary eircum- 
ſtances — Ida, for example, poſſeſſing 
* ſo many accompliſhments, without rank, 
* without birth: yourſelf, more noble 
* minded, diſplaying truer dignity of ſen- 
e timent, than any lord of the court, and 
yet an humble plebeian . It is im- 
„„ 

Lou do extreme honour to our ſta- 
* tion,“ replied the old man in a tone of 
E 4 


90 HERMAN 


irony, “ but it may perhaps exhibit, at pre, | 


«* ſent, more proofs of true nobility tha ” 
« your's. | Since, however, you deem nei - 
« ſo extraordinary a perſonage, know, thi © 
*in my youth I bore arms; that I long | 

| 


“ reſided at the courts of princes, and hay ; 
« travelled through Italy and England. 
« where I ſtudied the beſt performances off 
„ the art which I have for many year 
« exerciſed. The profeſſion of a ſoldie 
«« did not enrich me; I grew tired of it, 
„ and returned to that which I had firſt 
« been taught. It has afforded me ſub. 
« fiſtance, and made me what I am; tha 
« is to fay, a free and independent being, 
« ſtanding in need of the protection of nM 
e ſovereign whatever, whereas the ſword 
« would ever have left me their flave. 1 
was the ſubject of a prince, who, after] 
had rendered him a thouſand ſervices, 
refuſed me a ſingle one, which to him 
was a trifle, though of the utmoſt import- 
ance to me. I was in love with a hand- 
ſome young woman, who was in the ſer- 
viee of his wife. As ſhe was not a free 
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woman, I demanded her liberty, in order 
to eſpouſe her; a requeſt which he 
thought proper to deny. At length an 
event happened which gave us an op- 
portunity of eſcaping. The buſineſs, I 
muſt confeſs, was not conducted in a 
manner altogether ſeemly ; but to what 
will not the love of women drive us ? 
« We found an aſylum at Nuremberg. 
Our late maſter was the ſworn enemy of 
the imperial cities, -and they, in their 
turn, as cordially hated him, Our flight 
ſerved us as a recommendation. The 
freedom of the city was granted me, and 
[ entered upon my profeſſion. My per- 
formances were admired : I acquired re- 
putation, and money poured in upon me 
from every quarter, I was happy, and 
ſhould have continued ſo to this hour, if 
the fickle diſpoſition of my wife had not 
led me toremove, Out of politeneſs to 
her, I accepted an offer that was made 
me of ornamenting the cathedral. at 
Prague ; though I had much rather have 
refuſed it, not only from attachment to a 
E 5 
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HERMAN 
place where I had found ſo welcomeM 
reception, but for other reaſons which 
could mention. But theſe are foreig | 
to the matter in queſtion, Such are ti 
outlines of my ſtory. And now, m 
friend, begin the recital of your's, which 
will, doubtleſs, prove more intereſting 
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= « MY recital would certainly intereſt 
WU you,” replied the chevalier, “could I 
c(elate to you at large theſtory of my father 
and grand-father, and the different events 
dat reduced me to the ſtate in which you 
find me. A ſtate of ſuch poverty, that 
either | muſt remain in the ſervice of a 
diſſolute prince, or turn monk, if I re- 
foſe affiſtance from thoſe to whom I 
vould much rather give it. Pardon me, 
my dear Munſter, and do not be offended 
that I wiſh. to change places with you, 
that I would rather load you with bene- 
* fits, than receive them from you.” 

Munſter readily - comprehended his 
meaning. The young man had been oblig- 
d that very evening to accept, under the 
ame of a loan, the preſent that had been 
eeiy made to the honeſt citizen by the em- 
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preſs, and which Herman had ſecretly aug 
mented with what he had been able to adi 
of his own. The manner in which this lou 
was offered him, was ſo noble, and at ti 
ſame time ſo urgent, that it was impoſſible 
| for him to refuſe it, a circumſtance whicMiſaic 
contributed to heighten his gtatitude. x' 
Returning the old man's ſqueeze by th 
hand, the only anſwer which Munſter mad f 
him, Herman thus continued his recital- 
« My anceſtors had their faults, and it i; 
;& who am doomed to ſuffer for them. Mi 
«© grandfather, the youngeſt ſon of b 
family, quarrelled with his eldeſt bro 
<<. ther, the preſent reigning count of Unna ; 
My father drew on himſelf the anger di 
my unele ſtill more, by the part that b 
% and his elder ſons took in the war which : 
the knights of St. Martin waged with thi 
« count.of Wirtemberg; and I, who wa 
then a child, ſhared in the puniſhment 
% without having participated in the ot : 
e | 
At the name of the count of Wirtem 
berg, a profound ſigh eſcaped from Munfte; a 
and Herman continued his narrative.— 
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« know not whether you are acquainted 
W+- with the adventures of count Everard of 
= IT Ap but I will endeavour to give 
ou ſome idea of them.” 
Lou may ſpare yourſelf the nn 
1 ſaid Munſter, with a look of diſcontent.— 
Ino count Wirtemberg and his hiſtory 
ſomewhat better than you. The knights 
of St. Martin got intelligence of his reſi- 
dig at Wiſbaden. Inſtigated by the 
bopes of a rich booty, or perhaps by other 
motives, they beſieged it, and would have 
made the count and all his people priſon- 
ers, had he not contrived to eſcape by the 
hollow way which leads by the mountain.” 
It was that unfortunate and inglorious 
expedition,” reſumed Herman, which 
coſt my father and one of my brothers 
their lives, rendered their names odious, 
and involved them in the implacable ha- 
tred of the chief of our houſe. With the 
conſent of the emperor, the old count of 
Unna ſeized the greater part of our pro- 
perty, and threatened to employ againſt 
us the ſecret tribunal, of which he was 
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'« chief in the diſtrict, ſhould any of wil 
4 dare to Juſtify my father, or oppoſe tl 
* puniſhment inflifted on us. | 
At that time, all this was unintelligl 
« ple to me, though I heard much tai 
* about it: but of the conſequences tu 
< enſued I daily became more ſenſible. 
« J was the youngeſt of all my brothen f 
* and fiſters, ſome of whom were of 
** enough to be my parents, and ought 1 : 
«have ſupplietl to tne the place of tho 
. had loſt. Bernard, the eldeſt, and, « 25 
courſe, chief of the younger branch of th 
« houſe of Unna, was treated by them if 
« with the profoundeſt reſpect; and, ug 
* ther from attachment vo him, or pride of 
'« birth, the greateſt part embraced a rel 
- *« pjous life, to enable him to ſupport vill 
s decency the name of our houſe, Hen 
< among my relations 1 can produce eccll 
= ſiaſtics of every deſeription: canon 
| . abbeſſes, knights of religious orders, tut = 
_ - in abundance, and there would have bet 
| at leaſt one monk among them, had 
been diſpoſed to ſubmit my will to th 
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of others, for the honor was reſerved for 
me of making my vows at the convent of 
Korf. To procure me this honor the 
more ſpeedily, a diſpenſation, by means 
of a ſum of money, 'was obtained from 
our holy father the pope, purporting, 
that, in conſideration of his early wiſ- 
dom, extraordinary piety and wonderful 
tokens of a divine call, the noble Herman 
of Unna was permitted, at the age of 
thirteen, to quit the world, and embrace 

a heavenly life. | 
« Our family muſt have been fruitful 
in prodigies of this fort ; for two of my 
fifters, who were but'a few years older 
than myſelf, had lately obtained a fimilar 
favor. But, as I was preſent when they 
took the veil, and conſequently witnefled 
the dejection with which they accepted 
the benefit conferred on them, I Began to 
doubt my premature wiſdom, and fignal 
© picty, and was aſhamed to avail myſelf 
of an honor I fo little merited.” 

* Poor Agnes! unhappy petronilla! 
Pp thought, as 1 quitted'one morning the 
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« convent, never to ſee it again; wou 


46 that I could as eaſily deliver you fron 
« the life of angels, which you are compelled 
« to lead on earth, as [ voluntarily * 
t nounce it for myſelf! Adieu, unfor | 
* tynate ſaints! Adieu, ye tombs !, Adieu 
A echoing vaults of this fatal Priſon! | 
“ Perhaps, half a F bens we mail 
* meet again. | | 
« My diſpoſition had been er ol 
and active. When only eight years of 
age, I took a pleaſure in handling mi 
elder brother's ſabre, and in being place | 
by the ſervants. on his. charger. Whalif 
8 in my ipfancy was my ſport, became, 2 
I grew up, the object of my moſt ardeuſ 

6 deſire. And they wanted me to. devo 
* myſelf to the indolent life of a cloyſterlf 


« It was à project that never pleaſed mi p 
If I appeared: to conſent, it was only toi 


« render my flight the more eaſy: and 
Ly managed matters ſo well, that, by ti 


<« affiſtance of a domeſtic of my brother f 3 


I effected my eſcape, and arrived, witli 
out accident, at the aſy lum I had choſe 
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« This aſylum, in which I hoped to find 
my ſafety, was the court of Winceſlaus. 


__ 
«Ya 
* 


emperor to protect the oppreſſed, and 
conſidering myſelf as the moſt perſe- 
W cured being on earth, I preſented my- 
elf before his majeſty with as much 
Confidence, as if what I had to aſk 
W were not of the nature of à favor, but 
W ſomething to which I had an indiſputa- 
ble right. I conceived-it to be an act of 
oſtice. But does Winceſlaus under- 
and the claims of oppteſſed humanity? 
This was a queſtion I never aſked myſelf. 
Alas, I little knew the riſk I incurred; 
My lucky ſtar,, however, brought me 
Wioto his preſence preciſely at one of thoſe 


re not to he informed, that there is no 
W rant, however cruel, who, has not 9 
Wotervals of this kind. 

W | was admitted among his pages. My 
Wratitude, which I in a thouſand ways 


* 


I had heard, that it was the duty of an 


oments, ſo rare, in which he found 
himſelf diſpoſed to benevolence. You” * 


rinced, my livelineſs, and my gaiety, 


, 
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attached him to me. He would have; 
* ſleepin. his apartment, day and night 
* muſt be the agent of his ſeeret ca 
& miſſions; and the indeſatigable zeal vii 
« which I acquitted myſelf, obtained of 
% every day a greater ſhare of his conf 
© dence. iInſpite of the guiſe of flattenff 
« it was impoſſible but Winceſlavs ml 
«© ſometimes have perceived, in the e 
« | of thoſe who attended him, a ſecret if 
„ approbation of his conduct. With fff 
« however, he had no ſuch inconveniei 
« to dread, for 1 imagined that every th 
tc which an empetor did muſt neceſſi 
ce be right. It was for this reafon he wiki 
ce to have me conſtantly about his perk 
« and thus I was gradually initiated into 
« the ſecrets of his debauched Hife.“ 
« Poor young man!” exclaimed M 
ſter. What a ſchool for thy heart!" 
„No very dangerous one, be aſſu 
I was too young to have any inclinat 
for the practices of my maſter : bei 
I thought them becoming only in bl 
and felt as little adefire to ſwallow 
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bumpers, or ſhare his miſtreſſes favours, 
as to wallow in the mire with the ſwine. 
« On the other hand, my love of arms, 
and my continual occupations, contri- 
buted not a little to preſerve me from 
ſuch vicious propenſities. When Win- 
ceſlaus was aſleep, and even when awake, 
but incapable of thinking, from intoxi- 
cation, moments when he wiſhed'not to 
ſee me, 1 uſed to repair to old Herman 
of Hertingſhauſen, eſquire to the em- 
peror, who, from the fimilarity of our 
chriſtian names, had conceived a regard 
for me. He fpared neither | pains nor 
expence to make me an accompliſhed 
knight, even while I was yet but à fimple 
page. Succeſs rendered me vain, All 
my comrades hated me, not excepting 
Kunzman, the ſon of old Hertingſhauſen, 
for the havghtineſs with which I carried 
myſelf, on account of the preference 
which was ſhewn me; and a ſword, 
which the emperor permitted me to wear, 
by diſtinguiſhing me from other youths 
of my age, filled up the meaſure of their 
Jealouſy, They ſtyled me the page in 


—_— HERMAN 


60 


6c 


armour; and I was vain of the title 
pied my mind : every thing elſe was in 


from bim a fyllable of what forme 
the common converſation of his ſubjeds;ſ 


to believe with me, that there wer 


ried ſo far, that he did not think himldl 


though it was given me in detiſion. 

«© The deſire of perfecting myſelf i 
the exerciſes of chivalry, and of ſcrviny 
the emperor with fidelity, wholly occy. 


different to me. It was known that wa 
the favourite of Winceſlaus. and of con. 
ſequence . every one refrained fron 
ſpeaking before me, who never concealed 
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I mean the indignation excited by ha 
extrayagances. Few had the ſimplicity 


things allowable in an emperor, which 
ought to be puniſhed in a private indi 
vidual. Thus he was hated and deſpiſed 
by the people, and they ſecretly formed} 
a plan to rid themſelves of him. 

It was not till late that the emperd 
was apprized of this conſpiracy. When 
at length he found it neceſſary to be 
upon his guard; things had been ca- 
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ſafe at Prague, and was obliged to make 
his eſcape in the night, accompanied by 
the moſt faithful of his ſervants, of whom 
I was one. He betook himſelf to a cattle 
a few leagues from the city, to which he 
had given the name of Conradſbourg, 
and which he had fortified purpoſely as a 
retreat in caſe of an event of this nature, 
« Here I firſt learned the cauſe of our 
ſudden flight. I was aſtoniſhed to find 
that an emperor could incur any danger ; 
and, from the notions I had formed of 
the rights of ſovereigns, I conceived the 
treatment of Winceſlaus, who bad told 
me of his ſituation, to be ſo unjuſt and 
Wy vp worthy, that I ſwore to defend him to 
be laſt drop of my blood. 

Winceſlaus laughed, and addreſſing 
ve by a filthy nickname, with which he 
W metimes honoured me: © Were things 
Wcome to that paſs, ſaid he, that thou 
ert to be my only defender, I ſhould 
ee in a woeful plight indeed. Leave 
15 * ſword in its ſcabbard, let thy arm be 
at reſt, and make uſe of thy ears. Liſten 


1 
N 
* 


104 HER MAN 


tc when. thou ſeeſt two people talking toys | 
ther privately ;; pretend to be -aſleey;\l 
« ſpeak of me with contempt ; ſay that 
have beaten thee, that thou hateſt me 5 
c and wiſheſt me dead; thus will thy 
place confidence in thee, thou wilt lean ; 
« every, thing, and we ſhall know whalif 
«© meaſures to take for our ſafety.” , 
This advice of my maſter was ſo con 
<& trary to my own way of thinking, and! 
© truſted,ſo much to the goodneſs of m 
6 ſword, that I neglected every other modi 
© of ſerving him; and, though we. hal 
* none but ſecret attempts to fear, 
thought only of oppoſing myſelf to opa 
< force. ; 

The general diſcontent towards Wi 
« ceſlaus. continued to encreaſe. Se. 
after his-arrival at Conradſbourg, he hi 
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cauſed three of the principal malconteii : 
to be publicly executed; and the ſat 

% day, my faithful inſtructor in chivani © 

r0] 


% old Hertingſnauſen, was found aſſaſſim 
« ed on the road from nc OR. 
Prague. In the nö the tree, at 
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W- foot of which he fell, the perpetrators 

: had ſtuck two poignards, ſtained with his 

, blood, on which were engraven, in ill 
formed letters, the following words:“ 
Executed by the free judges for the crime of 
bab treaſon. No one, except myſelf, was 
ignorant of the author of this infamous 
deed. I ran to waſh with my tears, the 
l body of my unfortunate friend; but it 
A © was already conveyed away from the 
* curioſity of the people. On my return, 
I wet Kunzman, ſon of the: deceaſed, 
cho ſaid to me, with deſpair in his coun- 
WH tenance: This is one of the noble 
explo.ts of that dear maſter, of whom 
thou art ſo fond! 

W © 1 heſitated: not to appear before the 
emperor, and repeat to him what I had 
juſt heard from Kunzman. The puſil- 
lanimity of Winceſlaus was ſo great, that 


* Winceſlaus, as biſtory informs pg, bad thought 
roper to uſurp the right of creating free counts and. 
ree judges of the ſecret tribunal; but theſe were not 
knowledged by the ancient ones legally eſtabliſhed. 
This remark will perhaps be found neceſſary for the 
nderſtanding of what follows. 
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© he condeſcended to juſtify himſelf to on q 
cc of his ſervants; and I, who had th; 
« utmoſt confidence in him, was eaſily perf 
& ſuaded. *© You ſee plaiply enough, ſai 
& he to me, that it was not I, but the agent 
cc of the ſecret tribunal, who committed thy 
« murder. I did not even know thy 
4 Hertingſhauſen had been guilty of tren 
* ſon: but be that as it may, you may li 
« convinced from his example, © that th: 1 
* moſt ſecret crimes are puniſhed by divin 
« vengeance.” : 
l blindly believed all that Wincelluſſ 
« told me, and promiſed to bring ove 
„ Kunzman to the ſame way of thinking 3 
« The next day, as I was paſſing under a 
* arched paflage in the fortreſs, I receive . 
« à violent blow on the ſide, without ſee 
<« ing the perſon by whom it was given: 
&* thought, however, that the voice I heal 
& was Kunzman's,—* Curſed informer, iſ 
ce cried, thy tongue is the cauſe that I mull 
* fly my country.'—With the violence ff 
<< the blow I had fallen to the ground. I 
got upon my feet as expeditiouſly as| 
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was able, but ſaw nobody. I reflected 
on the words, but could not comprehend 


them, I forgot them, therefore, and 
thought of them no more, notwithſtand- 


ing 1 learned the next day, that Kunz- 


man, whom I had never loved, and who 


was one of the pages of Winceſlaus, had 
diſappeared It never once entered my 
head that T had ſpoken imprudently of 


him to the emperor, and had, by that 


means, expoſed him to perſecution, and 
obliged him to fly. 

“ Theſe, and other inſtances of ven- 
geance, inflicted by the emperor,” led 
perſons to act with greater circumſpec- 
tion. He was hated in ſecret and flat- 
tered in public. As I was allo feared, 
whatever was likely to give umbrage was 
carefully concealed from me; and thus 
both maſter and ſervant thought them- 


ſelves as much in ſafety as ever. 


% Winceſlaus, however, durſt not yet 
return to Prague: but he found it ſo eaſy 
to ſatisfy his inclination for women, as 


well as wine, in the environs of Conradſ- 
Vol. I. 88 
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& bourg, a place indeed too well calculateilif 
& for ſo vile a debauchee, that he gay 
a bimſelf little concern about his. capita), 
“In the diſtrict were various ſorts 9 3 
cc monks, and they ſo well underſtood hoy 
ec to make their court to him, that tt 
6c emperor frequently invited them to cony 
& and get drunk with him, and viſite 
« them in return, to procure himſelf th 
* ſame pleaſure. Winceſlaus was at he: 
no great friend to monks; but their win 
te was delicious, and that was ſufficient 
* induce him to forget his antipathy, an 
« live with them on terms of the md 
« brotherly affection. | 
« During one of theſe viſits to the co ; 
« vent of Braunau, his enemies, probabii 
-« with the connivance of his jovial hol 
c attacked him, and carried him priſon | 
* to Prague, I was not preſent, My n 
« ſon, which began to unfold with . 
" ripening years, prevented me from 
« maining, as heretofore, the tranquil ipt 
* tator of the emperor's debauchery. H. 
e aſpect, when intoxicated, was dreadfuſi 
ce and the addition of perhaps a don 
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« drunken monks, who ſurrounded him 
© on theſe occaſions, was to me, who had 
frequently been forced to witneſs fimilar 
© ſcenes, ſo diſguſting, that I thought my- 
« ſelf happy to be excuſed from attending 
him at Braunau, and inſtead of it to go 
« a hunting. It was, therefore, not till 
my return from the chace, that I learned 
+ the news of his being taken. My zeal 
© to ſerve him was immediately rouzed. 
goth gratitude and affection loudly called 
upon me to ſave a man, who merited, in 
reality, neither of theſe ſentiments, L 
* gallopped: full ſpeed towards the city, 
hoping to overtake the conductors of 
coo Winceſlaus, and promiſing. myſelf to 
a achieve miracles of valour ; but I found 
oli * every thing quiet on the road, as well as | 
on in the -— , _— 
yu When I arrived at * gate, I fell 
h from my horſe out of breath. Some 
perſons who were near came to my aſſiſt- 
* ance, and aſked me ſome queſtions, I 
* ſpoke in high terms of the impriſonment 
of my maſter, and demanded where he 
. F 2 
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et was. — Hold your peace, * ſaid a ſoldier 
« on guard; thank God we have him, rf 
4 be not fo ſingular as to grieve for a 
d event at which every body elſe is u 
« joiced : but it is not proper to talk d 
« this buſineſs yet, the emperor has tg 
„ many partiſans among the people. 
© had no occaſion to know more: | 
* eſcaped, and ran through the city, pr. 
claiming the imprifonment of Winceſ 
flaus, and my intention to deliver him; 
and before a ſingle perſon interpoſed uf 
« ſtop me, I found myſelf at the head of 
* conſiderable troop, who accompanied m 
to the tower where the emperor was cot 
«*- fined, and ſwore to conquer or to die, ui 
« reſcuing their good, their generous prince \ 
« the protector of liberty, and the friend 
< of the people. | 
„ Certainly nove of the ſubjedts * 
* Winceſlaus had ſo much reaſon to lo 
« him as the lower claſs of the peoplli 
« Their poverty ſcreened” them from thol 
* extortions to which the rich were e 
« poſed. He permitted them every off 
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« of liberty, and was not aſhamed, upon 
* occaſion, to drink even with a porter, 
© He knew, alſo, how to procure them 
© bread at a cheap rate; but it was always 
* at the expence of the rich, and without 
« the ſmalleſt coſt to himſelf, 
« Circumſtances of this nature were 
* yaunted to the ſkies during our march to 
the priſon, which we attacked fo vigo- 
* rouſly, that a little more firmneſs, or a 
c better leader, would infallibly have gaiu- 
* edius the victory. But we were quickly 
« diſperſed, and the only advantage 1 de- 
* rived from the enterpriſe, was the being 
made priſoner, and ſhut up in the tower 
© in which my maſter was confined. 
This conſoled me. 1 hoped that we 
chauld be placed in the ſame apartment, 
and chat I ſhould anjoy the pleaſure of 
bearing ſrom his mouth the praiſes of my 
fidelity. But my expectations were cruelly 
= dilappointed. I Wasftthrown into a, filthy 
dungeon, where I remained till the em- 
peror had. contrived to {et himſelf at 
liberty. wichout my having in. the | 
F3 
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112 HERMAN: | 
« {lighteſt degree contributed to it, a ci. 
tc cymſtance at which I was very ſorelſ 5 4 
« grieved. The idea ſuggeſted to him bi" 
« Madam Von Baden, of throwing himſ:Mif* 
e into the river, and then ſaving him 
„ by ſwimming, or by means of a boat, wall 
« fo fimple, and ſo eaſily executed, thai 
- & could not forgive myſelf for not think 5 
« ing of it. I envied Suſanna the part ſt 
« performed on this extraordinary occaſion : 
«and was vexed to perceive that anothei 
de had rendered my maſter more elfen 
« ſervice than myſelf, : 
« At length I was alſo ſet at libero 
« Perhaps Winceflaus began again to rei 
« der himſelf feared, and it was not thougil 
c prudent longer to ill-treat one of ll 
, ſervants or perhaps I was confidered af 
« a perſon of too little importance to A 
«: detained after my maſter had eſcaped, 
„e was no ſooner at large, than I hi 
tt tened to Conradſbourg. There I relat 
cc to the emperor what I had done, and thi 
-« diſaſter that had befallen me: but inſtcal 
« of the . 1 * or the lei 
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Wc token of pity for my misfortunes, I was 
. ;eceived with an air of coolneſs and dif- 
WW. (acisfaction. My want of addreſs, he 
5 66 pretended, was the ſole cauſe of my 
“failure. I ought to have planned my 
ſcheme as wiſely as Suſanna had planned 
“bers. It was a diſgrace to me to have 
deen ſurpaſſed by a woman. — Such, and 
more mortifying ſtil], were the reproaches' 
de made me. 

l bporned with impatience to fee this - 
heroine Suſanna. No one elſe was 
W* talked of at Conradſbourg. I had formed 
nt dle ſublimeſt idea of her: but my e 
pectations were once more diſappointed, 
Inſtead of a beauty, as ſhe was ſtyled by 
dhe flattery of the courtiers, out of 
W** deference to the emperor, who was diſ- 
, 8 traftedly fond of her, 1 ſaw a coarſe 
ordinary creature, whoſe greateſt merit, 
pain the eyes of Winceſlaus, I quickly per- 
8 ceived, conſiſted in her complaiſance, 
= © which, indeed, was boundleſs. 

Ned = © Unable to conceal the contempt with 4 
1M which this woman inſpired me, I ſunk S 
* 
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e greatly in my maſter's opinion; beſa 
« that, he ſometimes took it into his heu 
C to be jealous of Me. 1 Was tall, young 9 
«© tolerably well made, and Madam va 
% Baden had ſaid that I'was handſome. A- 
«* this diſguſted me, and the attachment 
“had hitherto felt for Winceſlaus, rapidh 
„ diminiſhed. 
] was now become ſo little necetny 
to the emperor, that! might ſpend u ho 
days in hunting, without being miſe 
„ by him. On one of thoſe days he fellt 
ſecond time into the hands of bis enemie 
* I took oare not to repeat on this, the im 
* prudence into which I had fallen on the 

« former occaſion. Meanwhile, the liben 
*<. tion of the emperor was reſolved on h ; 
my mind; but my motive was the lor 
of glory, for I no longer felt either grati 5 
© tude'or attachment. I was defirous on 
of retrieving the reputation J had loſt by 
my firſt ſucceſsleſs enterprize, and oi 
„ wiping away the reproach of having been 
* ſurpaſſed by a woman. | | 
„ As J could not bear the idea of bein? 
e in any reſpect compared with the deſpi 
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cable tmiſtreſs or Winceſlaus, I rejected, 
« the inſtant they preſetted themſelves, 


2 
every project that bore the leaſt reſem- 
( blance to hers. And yer, in ſpite of my 


- repugnance, fate decreed, that 1 ſhould 
be reduced to the neceſſiiy of employing 
jr preciſehy the fame means. All the arti- 

* fices J practiſed to extricate the emperor 
T wk from the tower of Prague, were fruſtrated ; 
e © and it happened, after the time and pains 


ei had waſted, and money T had ſpent in 
u corrupting his guards, that he was ſud- 
in denly removed to Krumlau, where my 
efforts to deliver him proved equally 


e abortrve, till I reforted to the expedient 
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© of Sufanna, which I-had fo ELTON: de- 
ny rermrned to avoid. 3 

ont f * gamed over to my e a fiſner- 
a &* man. We towed at night under the 
ny window of the pfiſon where the emperot 
bw was confined. Luckily this window had 


: 60 bers; and my voice informed him 
© that we were there to affiſt his eſcape. 
We ſpread à large net on the water, and 
* „ to throw himſelf into 
1 


cel 


ing 
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i This operation we were obliged u 
< repeat for ſeveral nights, together, befor 
C the daſtardly Winceſlaus could ſumma 
< reſolution enough. to take the leap. Ou 
If « the third evening wine came to our aid; 
© > 1-06 and it is impoſſible t to ſay whether i it wa 

CO his own free will, or the fumes of intoxi 
« cation that threw him into our arms, Be 


; ot . HE Ig us, be ah re of his fall e 
refuſed the fiſherman. the reward I hai 
ko promiſed, and would certainly have beer 
.« delivered, up to his enemies by our in 
« tereſted conductor, had I not appeaſedſ 

| | him by. ſome trifling preſents, and by 
K aſſuring him that, as to the remainder d 5 
10 his claim, it was 1, not the emper ou 
« whom he might conſider as his debtor. 
This promiſe, on my part, ſatisfied 
ee the fiſherman. Winceſlaus, one woullf 
e ſuppoſe, muſt have been mortified to fi 
e the word of one of his ſervants hauf 
more weight than his on: but he di- 
12 coyered no ſuch ſentiment. He rubbel 


hay his arms and. ſides, and Srumbled and 
1 
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moaned over his pains till we reached the 
„ oppoſite bank of the river. | 
delivered him into the hands of 
; e Suſanna, who nurſed him ' for two ot 
CF three days, when he found himſelf per- 
fectly recovered, It was then he firſt 
WF thought proper to return me ſome ſlight 
3 * acknowledgment for the ſervice I had 
; © rendered him. 

Herman, ſaid he to me, I am fatis- 
; © fied with thy conduct. Thou haſt had 
W the {kill to catch in thy net the greateſt 
ai in the empire. If thou canſt ſpread 
it ſo as to take alſo my enemies, I will 
WF load thee with favours, and thou ſhalt 
have no farther need to be a fiſherman.” 

= © perfectly underſtood what was 
meant by this figurative language. 1 
begged time to conſider of it, avowing, 
bowever, to his majeſty, that | was more 
“ inclined to open . chan ſecret ma- 
LIES 

In the mean time works every day 
« deſerters- from Prague, who informed us 
4 that it was ſeriouſly intended to attack 
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«|Contadibourg, as it was by ne mem 
« likely, after what had happened, tha 
„ Winceſlaus would again ſuffer himſelf u 
cc be furprifed-out of his caſtle, It appears 
$ alſo, that the appointment of a new en 
« peror was in contemplation,; and thai 
« the day when Winceſlaus ſhould fall if 
* third-time into the hands of his enemicM 
« would be that of his death. 5 
Prague had à numerous garriſon, : 
Nat that it was thought neceſſary on ou 5 
account, whoſe ſtrength excited litt 
_ **-apprehenſion 3 but to act againſt thok . 

* who, after the death of Winceſlaus, mig 's 
_ * diſpute the crown. Every day frebſf : 
* troops arrived in the city, and we ven 
* told that there was ſhortly expected i 
*© conſiderable reinforeement from Hur : 
'* gary, ſent by king Sigiſmond. : 

Sigiſmond was the brother of Wir 
4 eeſlaus, and, ob bis demiſe without chi : 
45 dren, heir to the crown of Bohemib : 
*« Though this was ſufficient. for the em- 
L peror to hate him, yet were the (co 
meats of Sigilmond too noble to ſeck ut 


! 
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merit bis brother's enmity, either by 
attempting his life, or ſeizing his throne: 
and it appears, that, in conſenting te 
WG che diſſatisfied ſubjects of Wineeſ- 
klaus, his view was to enable them to 
© check the career of his diſſipation, and 
preſcribe terms to him on Which he 
mould ſtill be permitted to reign. It 
ſeems too, that Sigiſmond was ignorant 


of the ill intentions of the Bohemians 
but towards their maſter, 

e l had heard enough of the king of 
oi Hungary to form this opinion of his cha- 
oF rater, and I fortunately brought over the 
ei emperor to the ſame way of thinking. 


he accordingly reſolved to write to him, 
and demand his aſſiſtance. This was bis 
letter: 

And are you alſo againſt me? Oh! 


Vir 1 * think of our father. Wreſt not from me 
bu what was given me by him. Employ not 
no your power 1 in favour of my enemies, but 
en- employ it rather to ſave an unfortunate 
ni · broker. 
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The court of Winceſlaus was then { g 
.* deſerted, ſo deſtitute of perſons of co 
«« ſideration, that he was obliged to config 
t to me, a page of ſeventeen, the deliver 
« of this important letter. I believe, hof 
te ever, that few would have executed 
« office better. I was to ſupply, by co 
« verſation, what he dared not commit t 
paper; and the warmth with which 
« pleaded my maſter's cauſe, made ſuch Ml 
0 impreſſion on Sigiſmond, that he detet 
© mined in favour of Winceſlaus. A 
„ yereign,* ſaid he, © who has ſuch ſe 
«© vants, cannot be ſo bad as my brother 
6 repreſented.” - & 

« Sigiſmond at length thought propali 
«to make trial of my fidelity, and nd : 
e being diſſatisfied with me, he loaded n : 
with his confidence. Nothing but n 5 
« youth prevented his giving me the cot ; 
* mand of the troops which he ſent to 
o brother. He recommended me, hot | 
< ever, ſtrongly to his general, a warrior 
* no common merit, yet who had i 
«modeſty to aſk my advice on the orderd 
© gur march, and to follow it. 
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« The inhabitants of Prague had long 

expected the troops of king Sigiſmond, 

which they ſuppoſed were to ſide with 
them againſt the emperor. Accordingly 
we gave ourſelves out for their, allies ; 
nor was it till we were in the heart of the 
city, that we declared ourſelves their 
enemies. 

« The taking of the caſtle of Wiſcherard 
was, in the general's opinion, the point of 
moſt importance. In the attack much 
blood was ſpilt, but we at laſt carried it; 
and the emperor, who was apprized of all 
our meaſures, was ſufficiently near, to 
come, at the firſt ſignal, to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of this fortreſs, Hg +: 

« From the battlements of the caſtle. he 
ſhewed himſelf to the people, with a 
numerous train of attendants. Having 
reſtrained that day from drinking, he was 
capable of ſpeaking with a certain degree 
of energy; and he was proclaimed ſove- 
reign anew. He granted a general am- 
neſty, and, to, confirm it, the principal 
inhabitants of the city were invited to his 
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e table. My heart beat with joy, wha 
« beheld the preparations for ſuch an ei 
« tainment. For the firſt time in my lik 
e thought Winceflaus great, and worthy 
*< his rank, ſince he was capable of pardy 
ee ing his enemies with ſuch true magna 
« mity, I threw myſelf at his feet, as H 
* thank him for his mercy to others. 1 : 
0 always apprehended ſcenes of blod N 
e ſhould Prague again fall into his hand 3 
* and I was delighted at fo agreeably fnllf 
sing myſelf miſtaken. : 
© The emperor, however, rudely rep 

te ed me from him, and called me an effenii 
* nate fool. It was not till the end of H 
« repaſt, that I began to ſuſpe& what H 
rendered the expreſſion of my feelings ; 
* difagreeable to him. Winceſlaus cou 
% not receive with pleaſure teftimonies of | 
« oratitude and admiration of” which | 
* knew himſelf ſo little deſerving. 
The gueſts were fitting tranquilly 
te table. The wine, which flowed plentiful 
« inſpired them with gaiety, The poodd 
* tizens of Prague, ut 28 ſdvereign's 


] 
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W queſt, pointed out to him with confidence, 


the changes they wiſhed to ſee take place 


J under his future government. Wineeſ- 
uus promiſed every thing; and theſe poor 


deluded people, ſwore to him eternal 


A fidelity, and a devotion without bounds, 


« The emperor then took. his glaſs, and 
frank to the ftabiliry of the peace that 


bad juſt been concluded. His gueſts 


pledged him: but, alas! it was the ſignal 


of their death. Twenty ſabres inſtantly 
oy elittered behind them. The greater part 


fell beneath the murdering ſteel, before 


1 they perceived themſelves in danger, and 
de floor was deluged with mingled ſtreams 
ot blood and of wine. 

lt is impoſſible to deſcribe to you 
bat 1 felt on this terrible occaſion, De- 
pair for an inſtant rendered me motion- 
es: but ſpeedily recovering myſelf, my 
WT firſt thought was to intreat Winceſlaus to 
bare thole unhappy beings; my ſecond 
Jo ſtand up in their defence. Then re- 
lecting, that neither of theſe ſteps cobld 


aye them, and having bcheld an honeſt 
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© old man of fourſcore, whom I had alva 
& reſpected for his venerable appearang $ 
% murdered by my ſide, I fell ſenſeleſs off 

b the floor, My agitation, my ſurprili 
© my deſpair, were too great to be reſiſt : 
« was young too, and though I had fe 
ce the blood of an enemy flowing in bati| 2 
« ] had never beheld that of the innocen 2 
« ſhed at a feaſt, Do not laugh at dl 
\ « weakneſs; I was forced to fink unde 
ha JD 
«© Why,” cried Munſter, attempt 1 
44 Juſtify yourſelf? What would deen 
74 praiſe, it your conduct on that occali = 
& could be blamed ?” | "Fee | 
= « And yet blamed it was. Winceſa , 
: | e treated me as a weak and pufillanimoni 
3 < being, terrified at the ſight of blood; a i 
4e for «Sa days I was forbidden to appt 
ce at court. 
« 1 ardently wiſhed never to ſee 281 
te that cavern of murderers. My heart» 
te completely alienated from the emperd 
ce and I imparted to the commander of i 
c Hungarians, the only perſon who vilit 
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me during my confinement, the deſire I 
had to enter into the ſervice of the king 
; his maſter, 

12S That brave ſoldier, who loved me, 
counſelled me to remain at the court of 
Bohemia, © You behold,” ſaid he, what 
has paſſed with a too rigid eye: reaſons of 
ſtate juſtify many actions that have an 


ver impoſſible the emperor ſhould let the 
rebels go wholly unpuniſhed.” 
I made a long ſpeech in defence of 
may opinion; to which my friend anſwer- 
ed only by his ſilence: and I ſaw too 
WW plainly, that the world, and even the moſt 
ealightened part of ir, thought of certain 
Watters very differently from inexperi- 
* enced innocence. 
8 « My confidence in the general at length 
determined me to pardon Winceſlaus an 
WF" ation of which I had no right to conſti- 
* tute myſelf the judge. He adviſed me to 
* re-eſtabliſh myſelf in the emperor's favor, 
* ſhould he be diſpoſed to receive me as be- 
* fare; to turn to advantage the influence I 


appearance of injuſtice. It was in a man- 
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« had over him, and not forfeit, by a will 
© cipitate retreat, the recompence due toi 
« for the important ſervice I had rende 
a "Rn 3 
The time of my confinement, wid 
* would willingly have prolonged, bei 
expired, I again appeared at court. Till 
* kindneſs with which the emperor recen 
< me, attached me to him afreſh ; and H 
* deeree condemning thoſe who had be 
killed having been made public, 1 3 
« ed to drive from my rind every rem 1 
« tbrance of that fatal night, that I mig 
not relapſe into doubt whether they 
1e juſtly or unjuſtly put to death. 
Winceſlaus feemed to have change 

« his way of life, and to conduct himſt 
te better than he had heretofore done. 
remained for days together free from 
<«-roxication. His bottle companion, . 
prince of Ratibor, who was deteſted if 
e the people, remained at Conradſboury 
neither Suſanna nor any other of his m 
& treſſes appeared; and a marriage was til 
9 ed of with Sophia, daughter of the duked 
« Bavaria. 
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« The whole country was rejoiced at the 
latter reſolution. of the emperor, every 
bperſon fancying, that a virtuous ſpouſe 
WS would. complete the reformation that was 
begun. For my part, I felt myſelf like 
os others. clated with hope, and was attached 
Nlaew towards my maſter. I ſaw him live 
in a manner fo different from what had 
formerly diſpleaſed me, that I ſwore ne- 
er to quit him: an oath which I may 
break wichout offending my conſcience, 
ince my hopes are completely deſtroyed, 
« Sophia, the charming, the virtuous 
Sophia, is indeed become our empreſs; 
but how flight are the traces of reforma- 
tion ſhe was expected to work! On the ve- 
ry day of the wedding, the prince of Rati- 
bor again made his appearance; and with. 
bim all. che ancient habits, of debauchery. 
le was ſoon followed by the worthleſs Su- 
bana. Winceſlaus had the maichleſs ef- 
frontery to preſent her himlelf to his wife 
0 Munſter} 1 could tell you: of 
Icenes—Haplels, unfortunate Sophia ! 


FP 2 
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But of what am thinking ? D my buf 

« is to relate my own, not her adventur 7 
« But I am not arrived at the cloſe of F 
<'recital, at the moſt important events if 
« my life, The appearance of Ida, the i 
« I conceived for her, my conſequent u 7 
<« happineſs, the neceſſity I am under of qui 3 
« ting her: O my father! all this you of 
"> acquainted with, and 1 have nothing 6 4 
e to inform you.” | 
cc You have forgotten to mention ther 

« ward, which your maſter owed you fort 
<« important ſervice you rendered him, ui 
ce for which your friend the Hungarian af 
e viſed you to wait at Prague.“ = 
«The manner in which you f Ne ] 

4e proves ſufficiently what you think, 'In 

«© member, indeed, that once, in a fit 

4 drunkenneſs and gratitude, Iwas promi 
ce the firſt vacant grand fief of the "—_—_ . 
00 promiſe 1 in which I could place no g 
ce confidence, as the gift was much too d 
e fjderable for me. I therefore model 
« declined it, and contented myſelf wil 
, aſking an honourable employment in d 
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Ss amy. Inſtead of that I obtained the pal- 
W try place of a chamberlain, which, as it 
was the firſt favour I received, will in all 
probability be the laſt. But no: the title 
of knight, and the permiſſion to go and 
ſcek my fortune wherever I pleaſe, are 
ſurely to be reckoned as ſomething.” 
bis converſation was followed by a long 
4 lence, Munſter and* his young friend 
emed totally abſorbed in thought. At 
WEn2th Herman firſt ſhook off his melan- 
oy, and imparted to the good citizen his 
eention of entering into the ſervice of King 
eiſmond, to whom he was known, and at 
boſe court was his friend, the Hungarian 
| , eneral, whom Herman did not know to be 
oe of the chiefs of the empire. 

fit WW Munſter approved of this deſign, and 
mi . romiſed to give him for eſquire, an old and 
ir, : aithful domeſtic, who had formerly ſerved 
re the army of Sigiſmond; and thus they 
) coffe parated for the evening. 
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— — : 

CHAPTER XI. = 

THE day of Herman 's departure arrived =” 
He had paid all thoſe tedious viſits of c 
mony, which are requiſite on ſuch an oct 15 
ſion. One only remained for him to mak 
but that of all others the moſt diſtreflingſ 
the viſit he owed: te the family of MunſtM 
He had to take leave of the good old citia 5 
and his wife; he was once more to ſee l 3 
for her father had promiſed it, and to in a 
print upon. her cheek. his . W 1 
laſt ſalute. i | 
Halt intoxicated” with pleaſure, hen 5 
paired to the habitation of his miſtrellſ 
Munſter received him at the door, and | 
him to the parlour, intreating him to rec 
lect himſelf, and to ſpare the feelings of hi 5 
daughter. Ida was the firſt object he pu 
ceived. He trembled as he approach 
her. Her paleneſs, her eyes brimful 
tears, almoſt tempted him to believe thai. 
the idea of ſeparation was as painful to i ö 
as to himſelf, For a time they were boli 
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eat. Her eyes were caſt on the ground: 
: Wis ſeemed as if they would devour a beloved 
ty object, the __ to retain its remem- 
aance. 
My children,” cried Munſter; © do 
not thus rend my heart, and augment 
5 your own ſufferings ; embrace quickly, 
3 and bid each other adieu.“ 
Herman drew near to kiſs the cheek of 
as, who received his ſalute with all the 
odeſty cuſtomary in thoſe days with 
i oung women, He took the courage to 
es bis arm round the neck of his miſtreſs: 
er's involuntarily opened; ſhe preſſed 
Win to her heart, and an adieu, tender as 
eer lover received, eſcaped from her lips. 
er father made a ſign: Ida diſengaged 
erſelf from the young man's embrace, gave 
im a laſt, a lingering look, and withdrew, 
Wer cheeks burning with VO to her 
oartment. 
| Herman, perfectly befide himſelf when 
W's miſtreſs had diſappeared, paid no atten- 
ion to what Munſter addreſſed to him. 


he old man was filent ; but preſently 
Vol. I, G 
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Herman, recovering himſelf, aſked if 
were not to ſee the mother of Ida, and tu 
leave alſo of her. Munſter acquicſcel 
and ſhe immediately entered. She had pul 
poſely waited, in the hope of being able, 
laſt, to execute part at leaſt, of a deſign ( 2 
had long reſolved upon, Her countenag 3 
expreſſed more anxiouſneſs' than ſortoſ 
and ſhe appeared attentively to obſerve he 4 
| huſband, in order to ſeize the firſt opp 
tunity of ſpeaking a few words, unpe : 
ceived, to Herman. At length Mun 
having turned for a moment towards 
window, ſhe whiſpered to our hero. HA 
“ unlucky,” ſaid ſhe, 66 that you have nl 
“ yer attempted to ſpeak to me in pf : | 
ze vate] I had ſo many things to tell you 

Munſter turned round to make fon 
trifling remark, and the converſation bro 
off. Herman was in no hurry to take lean 
hoping to learn ſome of the ſecrets of 1di 
mother. The old. gentleman being af 
for, probably by his wife's orders, 
obliged to go out of the room; and, ! 
moment he ſhut the door, ſhe exclaime 


O fir! one day, one ſingle day more, I 
intreat you-! I have paid a viſit to the 
© emperor in behalf of Ida: you muſt 
« ſecond us, you muſt remind him that he 
« owes me a favour, which he has promiſed 
not to refuſe.” . 

She would have ſaid more, dür her huC- 
dand returned; and though Herman ſtaid 
et three tedious hours, Munſter ſtirred not 
rom him for an Mn; and his curiofity 
.mained unſatisfied. | 
« You promiſed me, my dear Munſter,” 
aid the young knight, as he'roſe to take 
ave, © a faithful attendant, In that 

expeCtation'I have diſmiſſed. all my do- 
meſtics; and J am anxious to ſee my fu- 
ture eſquire,” Had 
ane Munſter went out to call old Andrew. 
„bis was a golden opportunity which the 
* | ife failed not to embrace.“ Ida is not 
our daughter,” ſaid ſhe in à low voice, 
*I am only her nurſe.  Offended love, 
and the dread of leaving her in the hands 
of a wicked ſtepmother, induced me—” 
he return of the old wee prevented 

62 
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her from finiſhing her diſcovery, and ſall 
after appeared the domeſtic, who ſwiif 
fidelity to his young maſter, and obtainail 
from him, in return, the promiſe of nei 
being abandoned by him; but on the c 
trary, if fortune proved favourable to H 
man, that he would make his old age con 
fortable to him: a promiſe which Mi 
young knight would aſſuredly have mu 
with till greater cordiality, had he be 
capable of noticing the ingenuous and tri 
countenance of his new valet, and 
warmth with which he entered into hi E 
engagement; but, in truth, his mind . 
at that time otherwiſe occupicd. ll 
thought of nothing but the extraordin x 
intelligence he had heard from Mrs. Mui 
ſter, and his only concern was to k 
more on the ſubject, or to learn, at lh 
the name of Ida's parents. 
All his hopes depended on the embe 
he was to receive from Mrs. Munſter. 
fact, ſhe held him a long time in her atn 
and had even whiſpered in bis ear: 
© 1s the daughter of the count of ——» 
when Munſter interfered, 


mae 
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« What are you doing?“ cried he, with 
ſmile, as he parted them. Do you 
think, young man, that embraces like 
theſe are not enough to make me 
jealous?“ e 

W Herman was vexed: and anſwered the 
a gentleman with a degree of ill humour, 
WS :ccciving; at the ſame time, traces of a 
dar ſentiment in the eyes of his friend. 
Wc was, indeed, highly improbable, that a 
Wan of ſo much penetration ſhould not 
Wave perceived ſomething of what was 
Wndeavoured'ts be concealed from him. 

= They parted then: and the various ſen- 
Winents that occupied their minds, as ſur- 
rie, diſcontent, and diſappointed hope, 
Warcely left room for the entrance of ſor- 
Wo”; ſo that at the moment of taking leave, 
= 7oment ſo much dreaded, there was not 
ſingle tear ſhed, [7 <0? 
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CHAPTER XII. 


| HERMAN mounted bis -horſe, a 
gallopped full ſpeed out of the city. 8 
many different thoughts diſtracted his ui 
tention, that he perceived neither ii 
length of his journey, nor the approach of 
night. He did not even anſwer the qu : 
tion of old Andrew, who aſked where li 
meant to take up his lodging. The kill 
he had received from. Ida, which cou 
leave him no doubt of her love; the nei 
of her noble birth, ſo delightfully flattern . | 
to his vanity ; the uncertainty of her nam 
were ample ſubjects for his profound e 
meditation, He thus entirely forgot th : 
buſineſs he had undertaken for Mrs. Mu 
ſter, the viſit the honeſt city dame had pu 
to the emperor, the promiſe of which i 
was to remind him, and on account if 
which he had been ſo urgently preſſed ff 
remain at leaſt one day longer at Prague. 

It is impoſſible for us to ſay, how ti 
thought recurred to him; but it is certal 
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bat on a ſudden he began to conſider 
bere he was, and, ſeeing night coming on, 
nd Prague at a great diſtance, he was en- 
4 aged at his forgetfulneſs. 
Let us inſtantly go back,” ſaid he to 
is ſcrvant, turning about his horſe at the 
ne time, —* 1 have a commiſſion to the 
emperor, the execution of which is indiſ- 
penſable. I have ——.“ | 
Andiew had already more than once 
Wuſpcted, that Herman was not perfectiy 
n his ſenſes; and his ſuſpicions were con- 
med, when he perceived the warmth with 
| Which he ſpoke, the want of connection in 
phat he ſaid, and his eager. and perturbed 
ore 
Our knight, however, returned by the 
Wy he had come, with ſuch expedition, 
What Andrew loſt light of him, before he 
ad time to conſider what meaſures were to 
Wc taken for the cure of his unhappy 
Walter, 
be. To follow and overtake him, was the 
ot neceſſary ſtep for the preſent. And 
ru dis he accordingly effected, relolying not 
G 4 


ed 


of him. Be that as it may, every thing 


. fimilar ſucceſs. * At laſt, after travelling 


to relinquiſh his purpoſe of executing hits 
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to loſe him again from his ſight, that H 
might always have an eye on his actions. 
Our hiſtorian does not inform vs of h 


hour at which Herman arrived at Prague Wi 


nor of the time when his truſty eſquire di) 
carded the falſe opinion he had conceive 


conſpired to prolong and increaſe our her 
impatience. To go to court that evening 
or rather that night, was impoſſible. li 
the morning he learnt, that the emperniM 
had ſet off the night before for Conrad 
bourg. Immediately he repaired thithef 
and was given to underſtand that he wal 
gone to Kramlau. There Herman was naß 
more fortunate. He was told of ſe ven 
other places, to which he repaired witli 


three or four days to no purpoſe, he i 
turned to Conradfbourg, which Winceſlaw 
had never quitted. But all his attempiiW 
were vain to gain admittance to thoſe, “ 
whom he had formerly ſo eaſy acctls 
Every door was ſhut againſt him. Obliges 
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F f elf, the commiſſion that brought him back, 

e entruſted it to one of his ancient friends 
t court, who at length deigned to ſee him. 
Ine courtier promiſed to execute it with 
: dunctuality, and forgot it the next moment. 
Herman again took his way to Hungary. 
he extraordinary circumſtances, that had 
t firſt excited ſuch ſtrong emotions, be- 
ame familiar to him, and he began to turn 
ss attention to other objects. Andrew, on 
o part, diſcovered, that his maſter had 
Wn reality, as much ſenſe as other men; 
ad that his heart was as pure as that of an 
Yogel. His gentleneſs and affability gained 
im ſo completely the affection of his old 


en quite, that he would have ſacrificed his 
vi e for him, and conſequently Herman had 
line uſt reaſon to believe, that he would not 


efuſe him a leſs important ſervice. 


lM Our young knight was not ignorant that 
pode bad reſided for many years in the 
„mil of Munſter,, It was poſſible, that he 


W'ght be acquainted with Ida's birth; and, 
W<cordingly, Herman ſought to draw from 

um what he knew. of the matter. But 
| | 6 5 
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either he had nothing to communicate i 
him, or Munſter had been too prudent vil 
give him a ſervant, capable of diſcloſing wi 
his new maſter, the ſecrets of him who; 
_ ſervice he had quitted, =» ? 
The ſame depreſſion of ſpirits, which. 
a experienced from his diſa ppointi 
hopes, prevailed at Prague in the houſed 2 
Munſter. The old gentleman was di A 
_ pleaſed with his wife, and regretted th 5 
abſence of his young friend, though he (ili 
retained a little anger againſt him. Ik 1 
wept for her dear Herman, but dared nd ; 
let her tears be perceived by any eye, bi 
her's whom ſhe called her mother. A 
Mrs. Munſter daily expected to be (ih 
for to court, to be aſked what i 
wanted: but expected it in vain.—“ 
*« muſt have forgotten me,“ ſaid ſhe ui 
herſelf, a little out of humour: ** he mi 
« ſurely have departed without executil ; 
« my commiſſion.” Yet he was ſeen of 
„Prague the day after his taking leave 
% vs. He was ſeen alſo at Conradſbouyff 
** where the emperor reſides. - Let us h 


* 
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a little patience: when Winceſlaus re- 
turns, all will go well.“ 

Winceſlaus returned : but the honeſt 
itizen's wife was ſtill not ſent for. Days, 
reeks, months, paſſed away: at length ſhe 
eſolved to take a ſtep, which ſhe was ſure 
ould not only gain her acceſs, but be pleaſ- 
g to the emperor, and obtain for her 
hat ſhe deſired. 

One day, in Munſter's abſence, having 
but on her Sunday attire, ſhe took from 
heir private treaſure, which ſhe had helped 
zer huſband to bury, two hundred crowns- 
f gold, which were at leaſt half what they 
Poſſeſſed. Then reflecting for a moment, 
qhether it would not be an affront to the 
mperor to offer him ſuch a trifle, and 
yhether ſhe had not better give him the 
Whole, that ſhe might be certain of ſucceſs, 
mine at laſt added to the ſum fifty crowns 
tin g more, which ſhe had herſelf hoarded up; 
od thus equipped, ſhe ſet out for court. 
e The memoirs before us, relate not the 
du nanner in which ſhe delivered her preſent 
boo the emperor, nor the favour ſhe ſuppli- 
| = 5 
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cated. With reſpect to the latter, howerer 
ſomething may be inferred from the reſut 
of her viſit: and as to the former, it l 


ſufficiently known, that it required no gren 


ſkill to avoid wounding the delicacy i 
Winceflaus, and prevail on him to recei 
the price of a favour ſolicited. : 
Ida ſaw her mother go out and return, 
Her holiday cloaths, her anxious and en- 
barrafſed countenance at her departure ; 
and her air of triumph when ſhe can 
back, ſtruck her: but ſhe enquired not H 
reaſon. The remembrance of Herma 
too powerfully engaged her mind, for be . 
to take concern in any thing elſe. 
Will you never have done weeping? : 
faid her mother to her one afternoon, ali 
they were at work together. My daugl-i 
deter, my dear daughter, folirude nouriſh 
« your ſorrow, and I muſt deviſe ſon 
* means of drawing you from it, if | woull : 
« not reſolve to leſe you for ever.” E 
Oh! permit me ſtill to live in fol 


* tude :” cried Ida, at the ſame time wiping 


net eyes with one band; whilft the oth 
f 66 | , 
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: yrefled that of her mother to her heart. 
What ſociety can I prefer to the tranquil 


WF repoſc 1 enjoy with the moſt indulgent of 


mathers, to whom I am permitted to un- 
boſom my griefs?“ 

Not the company of the young wo- 
men, who are ſo ready to ſtyle them- 
ſelves your acquaintance, I grant: but 
if I could place you in a ſphere, where 
you would be ſurrounded by all that is 
handſome and accompliſhed, and where 
you would, notwithſtanding, bear away 
the palm; would you not be pleaſed 
with it, Ida? There you would not 
think fo often of your Herman; or if you 
did, your thoughts would be enlivened 
by hope, and the remembrance: of him 
would colt you fewer tears.” 

e I deſire not, my dear mother, what is 
impoſſible: all my wiſhes are confined 
to being the ornament of your houſe, 
ſince you are pleaſed ſo to think me.” 
But ſuppoſe you were deſtined to live 
; F at court?“ 

© © Thank heaven, I am not.” 
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« If the empreſs, for example, were u 
« admit you as one of her maids of honour, ; 
% would that be ſuch a misfortune ?” | 

O that incomparable woman!“ fait 4 
Ida, kiſſing the lock of Sophia's hair, whicM 
ſhe always wore about her neck, in a pute 
of gold net-work, Ves, to ſerve her, uf 
e ſee her every day, to be beloved by * 3 
« would indeed be a thing A 

„Which you would atdecaly deſire} 4 
% Well, then! congratulate yourſelf; you 3 
« wiſhes are accompliſhed. To-morroy, 5 
« perhaps, you will quit this life of ob 
e ſcurity, which ſuits you leſs than you ar 
« aware. You will be ſent for to coun: 
« you will aſſociate with the daughters dſl 

«© the nobleſt families in the country: au ; 
c you have nothing to do, but to conſide ! 
ce yourſelf as their equal, and forget thai 
te you have hitherto been regarded as on : 
« daughter.” 

« What! my dear mother,” exclaimeiſ 
Ida, rifing haſtily from her ſeat: “ forgi 
« you ! forget my birth ! enter into a 
* that does not belong to me! Surely jul 


L 
. 
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Wc wiſh to try me. No: your Ida is not ſo 
. vain; ſhe is not ſo unmindful of her 
| duty. Do not draw ſuch inferences 
from the words that eſcaped me. The 
; * empreſs is far leſs dear to me than you, 
nor would I exchange your company for 
W hei's.” Thus ſaying, the lovely Ida affec- 
I jonately threw her arms round the neck of 
Wc perſon whom ſhe ſuppoſed to be her 
3 other; while the latter melted into tears, 
reſſed her to her boſom, and, ſobbing, 
eclared herſelf unworthy of ſuch tender- 
Wicks; an expreſſion which afflicted the 
ung maiden, for ſhe did not comprehend 
We ſo fully as the reader. 
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CHAPTER e 


THE 49 ſubſequent to this converſe 
tion, Munfter came home about noon, quit f 
out of breath. Pale, and almoſt diſtraQe(M 
he flung bimſelf into a chair, and for 3 
while paid no attention to the queſtions d ; 
his wife, who repeatedly mand him wh 
was the matter. | f 
* O Maria!” cried he, at laſt: « ſud 
e news, ſuch melancholy news! you vil 

e indeed be aſtoniſhed ; but will you RF 
c reaſonable enough to hear it, with a 
e much compoſure as I did? I am juſt com 
« from court. The emperor ſent for nel 
« about Ida; he wiſhes to take her from ui 
« he wiſhes her to be one of the maids di 
“ honour to the empreſs.” £ 

& Is that the melancholy news?“ : 

« God knows the reaſon of this favour, 
« as it is termed ! But much was ſaid a i 
« Ida's beauty, and the reputation ſheer 
« joys: for my part I have never had a 
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opinion of your reputable maidens. Can 
it be on account of her good qualities, 
that ſhe is ſought after? —— Ah, wife, 
vic! of what irreparable folly vert thou 
guilty, in exhibiting her to public view 
the Day of All Saints!” 
And what, I pray, would you propoſe 
WS to yourſelf by keeping her always in this 
W obſcurity. Is ſhe your daughter > Do 
ou mean to make her the wife of ſome 
homely citizen like ourſelves? Or muſt 
a youth of her own rank come and force 


7 N our locks and bolts to take her away ? 
Lou have ſent away the worthy Herman, 


. and is it likely you ſhould give a better 


W reception to another? Are we never to 


; think of reſtoring to her that of which we 


have deprived her?” 


i, Maria; we? You well know who 
it was that did it. You yourſelf perpe- 
rated the deed. I would have diſſuaded 
W you, and I conſented to your wiſhes at 
lat, only becauſe I muſt otherwiſe have 
loſt you. You recollect how you ſnatched 
be infant from my arms, when I was going 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


eto carry her back to the count. Delia 


neither of us: where ſhe is, I will be: 


© would have been her protector. — 
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* us up both,” you ſaid, or deliver will 


e cannot leave her alone in the hands of 
6 new counteſs.” But Ida had a father: h | 


66 Thele reproaches however, came ty 2 
e late; and I ack nowledge that the only par 
& that remains for us, is to endeavour tt L 
©« compenſate to her what ſhe loſt fi 
é being taken from her parents.—Th 2 
„is a duty we owe not only to Ida, f | 
* having deprived her of the rank to which 1 
e ſhe was born, but alſo to the count, thou 
&« probably, he has not once miſſed hui 
© amongſt the children of his new ſpoule'ſ 

* For my part 1 have no other deſire bu 
te that count Everard ſhould ſome day lean þ 
ie that the child he ſuppoſes to be 1olt, i 
ce fill alive: but I own, it would pleaſe ni 
ce that he ſhould not be informed of this, ll 
&« we have procured her a fortune equal tl ; 
ec her birth, without his aſſiſtance, and wit 
cout diſcloſing her name. And on ti 
& account I cannot but regret, that yl 
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counte racted all my ſchemes with regard 
do Sir Herman of Unna.“ 
Have you forgotten then the infulr 
count Everard received from this family? 
W 01d Bernard of Unna was one of the chief 
of the knights of St. Martin: never will 
the count pardon him the affair of Wil- 
baden.” 

« But is the conſent of count Everard 
neceſſary to Ida's happineſs > Had we, as 
[ adviſed, placed her in the rank which 
is her due, every other difficulty would 
have vaniſhed, Our wealth would have 
compenſated for Herman's poverty: his 
bravery would have rouſed him to diſtinc- 
tion, and all my wiſhes would have been 
accompliſhed. . But alas! you have deſ- 
troyed my-deareſt hopes! Herman is gone, 
and I muſt now form new projects.“ 
New projets !——Hear mine, Maria. 
We have long been bewildered in the ma- 
zes of error: let us for once follow the 
direct line of truth: it is the eaſieſt, the 
moſt ſecure, . Let us wait till count Eve- 


rard's diſpute with the imperial cities be 
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«terminated. It cannot be long. He 
e then retire to his country ſeat, and u 
<« have leiſure to enjoy, with tranquillini 
et the pleafing ſurpriſe I am preparing i 
ec him. I will ſer off with Ida. I will c: | 
with me all the proofs of her birth, WM 
„will preſent myſelf before him, and (i 
« © my Jord, this is your daughter. Sud 4 
ec and ſuch reaſons induced us to take bell 
© away from you. We have been guilt di 
« a fault: but conſider the perſon we rell 
« to) vou. That little infant, feeble a 
« ſickly, what would have become of her, i 
« the melancholy ſituation in which you iba 
te were? We bring her to you, health 
&* beautiful, and accompliſhed.'—— Wi 
© think you, Maria ? will not Ida's appen 5 
« ance enſure our pardon 2” | 

Our pardon indeed! for what in J 
« lity ought to obtain us thanks. But unt ; 
cc fanifies diſputing about what has, or whi ; 
66 might have happened, when we kno 
& what will in reality take place, Ida is gl 
e ing to live at court, If Herman, thovgll 
_ gy from her, retain his fidelity, 
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Vill find her there. If he do not, her beau- 
17 ty will attract other admirers, and place 
ber in a rank ſvitable to her deſcent, with- 
obst our going to humble ourſelves before 
count Everard.” 
« Maria, Maria,” cried Munſter, looking 
Neafaſtiy in her face: © from your words, 
a painful gleam of light flaſhes on my 
mind, Is it poſſible, that you can have 
had any concern in an event that fo much 
afflicts me? Is it poſſible, you can have 
procured, by female artifice, Ida s remo- 
val to court?“ 
* And ſuppoſing 1 have; what mighty 
crime would it be?“ 
beſe words produced farther interroga- 
uon; theſe interrogations the open avowal 
every ſtep ſhe had taken to procure the 
cceſs of her project; and this avowal, ſuch 
W quarrel, as had never taken place ſince 
Weir marriage. It was a long time before 
| Irs. Munſter could, by her tears, her pray- 
and a true or feigned peniterice, make 
| y/ impreſſion on her irritated huſband ; 
= all ſhe effected at laſt, was the conver- 
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ſion of his rage into bitter reproaches, 20 x 

Tremonſtrances on the probable. effects f 2 

her inconſiderate conduct. I 
| „ I know not,” {aid he, © whether L 5 
te have been imprudent enough to excite wi 
« ſuſpicion concerning the birth of vl 
young woman: but this I can tell you, AH 
<« ſhe never will be regarded as what ſhe vi 
c unleſs her father publickly acknowledelif 
her for his daughter. On the other hau 
« if ſhe appear at court, as a ſimple citize\iM 
„daughter, neither her beauty, nor her viii 
tue, will preſcrve her from hatred all 
©« calumny; and even ſhould the empreſs H 
« defirous of protecting ber, ſhe will alu 
be deſpiſed ; till at laſt, the jealouſy uM 

© her companions will drive her from a iv 
ation in which you have placed he f 
without being able to maintain her in ui 
„The corrupt manners of the court d F 
* Winceſlaus will be injurious both 1 i: 
* 1nnocence, and her reputation. wi 
= know, that your folly will receive a ſpect 
and ſevere puniſhment :-you will not lon | 
enjoy the pleaſure of ſeeing your idol, q | 
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at leaſt, you will not be the immediate 
ſpectator of what you term her happineſs, 
lc is currently reported, that the emperor 
| Wh is about to make a tour into Weſtphalia ; 
the empreſs is to accompany him; and 
WE Ida will certainly not remain at Prague; 
WF unleſs ſhe ſhall, before that, have finiſh» 
ed her brilliant career, and be returned to 
WE us vilified and deſpiſed, which is far from 
improbable,” 


"IE, pliſh, were it only that ſhe might not if 


* 
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CHAPTER XIV. | 

MRS. MUNSTER ſhed a torrent i; 
tears. Her huſband was in the right: will 
| laſt part of his remonſtrance was .] 
affected her moſt. To be deprived of 
pleaſure of ſreing Ida, would indeed be 7 
puniſhment! She wiſhed to be able £ 
urdo all ſhe had taken ſuch pains to accu 


ſeparated from her whom ſhe loved m 
than all the world beſide. - But her reg 
was uſeleſs; the wiſh was too late: til 
very evening the empreſs ſent for Ida, a 7 
ſhe was informed, that ſhe muſt quit k : 
father's houſe immediately, to reſide M 
court, | 
She had always conſidered the hints 
-her mother reſpecting ſome future chai 
of ſituation, as a jeſt, Her ſurpriſe, the 
fore, was extreme, when ſhe received 
order fo little expected, the motive of wh 
ſhe could not conceive, and which! | 
knew not whether to regard as a matter! 
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Vor of ſorrow. She felt that ſhe was not 
ra for the ſtation in which ſhe had 
W:herto lived; yet there were things 1n it 
lich ſhe could not quit without regret, 
ee muſt renounce the tranquillity to which 
e was ſo much attached, a tranquillity 
ſuitable to her diſpoſition, to encounter 
e burry and buſtle of the great world: 

e muſt abandon the houſe of her parents, 
Wd take up her abode amongſt ſtrangers. ' 
WW uofter ſaw her irreſolution and pitied 
Wer. Her ſuppoſed mother preſſed her to 
r boſom, as ſhe ſpoke to her of hap- 
eess, of fortune, and a hundred things 
WE fide, which Ida could not cemprehend, 
it was not judged proper to give her the 
Walt hint of what concerned her ſo nearly. 
Wrs. Munſter, perhaps, would willingly 

ee diſcloſed to her, at this moment, all 
We ſecrets of her heart; but her | huſband 
Wd peremptorily forbidden her; and in 
Wat, at leaſt; ſhe: could not refuſe obe- 
-nce, after the many ſteps the had taken 
out his permiſſion.—“ The knowledge 
nner of her birth,“ ſaid he, 1 122 no 
Vor. I. UM 
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6 ſervice to her; whereas, if ſhe rem 
ce ignorant of it, her modeſty, her n 
te cence, her reſerve will be more ſecui 
« a point of the utmoſt importance in tiff | 
a dangerous career the is about to ent 2 
J could wiſh alſo, that ſhe may remuli 
« perſuaded ſhe is ſent for to court, vi | 
ce out any ſolicitation having been made if 
& the favour: it may inſpire her with 
% kind of pride, that will make her anna 
6 not to forfeit the good opinion which i 
te ſuppoſes to have been formed of til 
7 It may happen too, my dear Mari 
ſaid he, ſofteniog the aſperity of the rei 
tion by a gentleneſs of manner, chal 
e ſome future period [ſhe may not ti 
s herſelf obliged to you for the imprudadff 
« of having purchaſed her ſo dangerow ; 
. peſt, and I imagine you have no vil j | 
«& ſink in Shooftcem * ſo: virtuous a d 
5 rafter,” | | 
. Mubſter noke dike. anc. Cordtle; ang 1 
ahis. chas his wife liſtened to his adi 
Thel young lady departed, after having! 
ceived a variety of gbod leſſons, the pl 
1 5 ow 
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| ipal of which conſiſted in recommending 
o her to follow, on all occaſions, the native 
Wmpulte of her own. honeſt and virtvous 
art, andi in caſes of difficulty, to conſult 
8 er parents: for the good old citizen bad 
me faith in the proverb, which ſays, ** he 
bat goes ſtraight berg will „neter loſe his 
_ 2 4 
Our hiſtory does not kee the wan. 
er in which Ida was received at coujt: it 
only, that the empreſs, for whom ſhe 
WE! great attachment, gave her by no 
cans ſo flattering a reception, as when ſhe 
w her, for the ficſt time, on the day of 
l Saints. 
Though Sophia's edges at court had | 
; bt been long, yet it was impoſſible to per- 
Joe in her the lighteſt trace of that inex- 
N rienced young Princeſs, who, when ſtep- 
Wig at once from her convent into the 
et and dazzling world, received impreſ- 
W's the moſt lively Pat every new object, 
vas ignorant of the art of concealing 
at ſhe felt. 'Belides, | the princeſs of 
tibor had? ;nflilled' into her a certain 
H 2 
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reſpec for * own dignity, which dig 
niſhed the affability ſhe naturally poſſeſul 
and gave her at length a leſs engagin 
though a more ſtately demeanour. Vi 
one, however, was more amiable to th 
who pleaſed her. Ida had this good fu 
tune formerly; but the impreſſion 
ſince been completely effaced ; and vl 
empreſs beheld nothing in her now, bu 
ſtatuary's daughter, who affected to be nu 
bhandſome and more attractive, than befui 
her ſtation. Beſide, the character of 1M 
had ſunk on another account in the opinigf 
of Sophia, Winceſlaus, in his uſual mai 
ner, had told the empreſs, with an auth 
tative tone, that it was his deſire Ida mig 
be admitted into the number of the l 
of her court. Sophia, as frequently bal 
pened, aſked the cauſe of this prefermal 
and the emperor took ſpecial care not 
ſay, becauſe her mother has given me 
hundred and fifty crowns of gold; 
coldly aſſigned for reaſon his own will 
the young woman's beauty. To this 
claration Sophia anſwered only by | 
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race; and the governeſs of the houſe- 
id, by a look of diſdain, as ſhe turned 
er face towards the empreſs. | 

= « Muft 1 compliment your majeſly on 
W the brilliant acquiſition you have juſt 
made?“ ſaid the princeſs of Ratibor to 
bia, as ſoon as they were alone. — The 
Wmpreſs was ſilent.—“ Really,” continued 
e princeſs, if the daughters of plebeians 
nue to be admitted amongſt our young 
ladies of quality, our court will ſoon 
become an admirable pattern for others. 
However, there is no effect without a 
cauſe: they ſay this Munſter's daughter 


Nx 
bo is handſome, and Suſanna grows uglier 
oh every day; now, a trifling exchange 


ought of courſe to be allowable in the 
virtuous chief of the German empire.” 

It will be preſumed, from this ſpeech, 
oat the governeſs of the houſehold was 
Wrmitted to talk with great freedom to 
ophia : in fact, being the ſole confident of 
e unfortunate wife of Winceſlaus, ſhe had 
cy to ſay whatever ſhe pleaſed. She 
ntinued, therefore, her malicious diſ- 
H 3 
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courſe, in terms ſo adroitly choſen to ini. 
tate the empreſs's mind, that we need ng 
wonder at the reception of Ida. 
The daughter of Munſter was not lon 
in perceiving, that ſhe muſt here learn t 
bear looks to which ſhe had never been 
accuſtomed: but ſhe endeavoured to per 
| ſpade herſelf, that it was the ſtyle of the 
court; and her modeſty led her to aſciiè i 
ſolely to her want of birth the little affrons p. 
ſhe received, and from which ſhe found her . 
companions exempt. This did not prevent ii 
her from ſometimes aſking berſclf, why, 1 
ſhe were not to be treated with greater kind- 
neſs, ſhe had been drawn from her origind 
obſcurity. Let her native candour alway 
concluded with making her excuſe the ill 
treatment ſhe experienced, and endeavout 
to bear it with patience. |, 1 
Though no one ſremed to notice the . 
citizen's daughter, every eye was fixed upon WW! 
her. The men whiſpered to one another: 
& How handſome, how beautiful ſhe is! 
while the women ſought to find defects u 
hett who, had been introduced into thelt 


— — 4 


cucle in violation of eſtabliſhed uſage. 
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= Anongt all the ladies of the court, 
Wowever, there was not ane wha obſerved 
Wer wich ſo woch attention as the princeſs 
r Ratibor. She aſſiduouſſy watched fon 
725 me favourable circumſtance, that might 
Werve to confirm the opinion ſhe had inſtill- 
5 d into Sophia. Fruitleſs aſſiduity The 
ooag Munſter, as ihe was called in deri- 
Won, conducted herſelf in a manner ſo irre- 
oachable, that ſhe had no reaſon to fear 
ing the whole univerſe to witneſs her 
tions. She executed the duties of her 


N 
cee with the ſtricteſt propriety, ſpent her 
„re hours in her apartment wich her 


Witendanit, :vifited her parents on thoſe days 
ben ſhe was permitted ſo to do, and be- 
ed wich fo. much prudence when there 
Was a ball of entertainment at the palace; 
What the moſt envenomed malignity could 
ad no unguarded place againſt which to 
Wiccft its arrows. To this may be added, 


lat the emperor paid nor thelſmalleſt at- 
aon to her, which totally overthrew the 
[10 Wiadvantageous 1deas, which the princeſs 
elf 


Þf Ratibor had wiſhed 0 to coneeive of £ 
HA 
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ber: Winceſlaus, as we have ſeen, wa vi 
woman-hater: but the line of beauty tu 
captivated him was not of that dignifa 
ſpecies that adorned the young MunſiM 
The charms of Suſanna were _ mod 
moſt ſvited to his taſte. | L 
The governeſs of the houſehold, find 2 
herſelf baffled in her attempts to lay h 
of the conduct of our young damſel, 
compelled to be ſilent. Sophia, therefor 
heard no longer any thing ſpoken to h 
prejudice; and, ſeeing her daily adorn 
with every grace, ſhe felt her affe ction ii 
her imperceptibly revive. Ida was infinithM 
ſuperior to the reſt: of the maids of hond F 
whom her modeſty would not ſuffer her 
ſtile her companions; yet, who 'appeare 
by her fide, in ſpite of their haughiy at f 
contemptuous carriage, no better than bal 
ſervants. Theſe young ladies took infinuſꝶ 
pains to out vie each other, and to catcht 
paſſing look or a ſmile from their princels,1 
eircumſtance which contributed not a li 
to place them in an unfavourable point ai 
view, when compared with the artleſs ſin 
plicity of the;charming Munſter, 
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At firſt it was much for the daughter of 
dlebeian not to be treated with diſdain 
ber miſtreſs ; but on the contrary, to be 
ed with ſome degree of complacency, 
Wd now nothing was wanting but ſome 
cky incident to change this diſpoſition 
to kindneſs. 
One day Sophia's time hung heavily on 
er hands; a circumſtance, it may be pre- 
med, which ſrequently happens to great 
riaceſſes. We are not informed how ſhe 
eat thoſe moments in which ſhe experi- 
ecced not this diſtreſſing ſenſation : but on 
e day of which we are ſpeaking, all the 
Wrcinary ſubjects of converſation had been 
Wxhauſted, There was nothing new to ſay 
Wn the ſubje& of Suſanna ; for the emperor, 
7 oping that his wife would ſoon make him a 
ber, had conſented to remove his mi- 
Wrels, for a time, by ſending her to Coprad(- 
jourg: and no one durſt ventute to give 
Whe empreſs any ſreſh cauſe of diſcontent, 
tefore the tottering throne of Winceſlaus 
is eſtabliſhed by an heir. 


- 
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On the evening of this day, the empre 5 
not knowing how to diſpel the weariſome 
neſs ſhe felt, bethought herſelf of aſſen 
bling all the ladies of the court, and pw 
poſing a prize for her who could invent wi 
means of making the time ſeem leſs tediou ii 

Ioſtantly every body was in motion. 
All were defirous. of giving proof of ther 
ability. Singers, dancers, and ſtory-telleyi 
preſented themſelves : but, vain all thi) 
efforts 1 either they performed their pan 
lj or the demon of languor, that tormen 
ed Sophia; was ſo ſtubborn, that he appeal 
ed determined not to be vanquiſhed- 
Ah, ceale, ceaſe !“ cried Sophia: uh 
* unmuſical ſounds } what batbarous ſteps! 
©arharidrowſyhamilies! how unfortunatel 
« am, to have nothing but ſuch 9 5 
2 cteatures about me!“ | 
%, Let not your majeſty Aar au 
the malicious" princels of Ratibor: 
e net young Munſter? Look where fit i 
a ſtatbds, as idle and unconcerned as if h*R®. 
« had nothing to do lch the ſervice of ui 
2 empreſs: yet, no doubt, ſhe is capabled 


4 
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WT cclipfng, by ber talents, all the young 
WS: ladies of the court. Come forward, 
nis: continued the, in a tone of diſdain: 
1 Speak; what talents have you with which 
0 ampſe the empreſs. i: You; are not to 
S- fwppoſe, that a place like your's. is to be 
cdb) a perſonthat 1 is good for nothing.“ 
5 Unqueſtionably the deſign of the artful 
bor was ſo to abaſh the innocent Ida, 
dis unexpected iovitation, delivered too 
Wo ſuch a ſtyle, that it would be impoſſible 
r ber to diſplay any talents the might poſ- 
s. But her expectations were baulked. 
I play. on the harp:“ anſwered Ida, 
eing., ande I would long ſince have 
Lone for my; inſtrument, if I had dared 
do couch its ſtrings before perſons ſo e 
better killed, or if I could have hoped— 
1 O, for, Heaven's ſake, fetch it, child,” 
a Fong Sophi ia, interrupting her: I doat 
; don the barp!“ Ida withdrew, and the 
Wrinceſs of Ratibor ſeized that opportunity 
Wo acguaiar che; empręſbs, thas ſhe, as Juſt 
Ning co take her.daughter from the.convent, 


u the had been, afred that the played in 
very ſuperior ſtyle on the harp. 


of 
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Ida ſoon entered with her inſtrumen 
placed herſelf oppoſite Sophia, played 
ſhort prelude, that announced a conſun 3 
mate miſtreſs in the art, and then began- bs 
“God of harmony, didft thou inſpire wii 
with the thought? That very ſong, wa 
made fo profound an impreſſion on the ed 
preſs the day of her nuptials. 1 
Sophia ſcarcely breathed. Her eyes wlll 
fixed on the enchanting muſician, u 
ſtanding: before her, ſeemed to behold wil 
thing but the ftrings of the harp, unt 
when occaſionally her fine eyes were ture 
on the empreſs to give more expreſſion i 
her words. Young Munſter had - finiſh 
her ſong, and Sophia yet gazed on her wü 
rapture, as if ſhe ſtill heard the melodic 
notes, when, approaching her miſtreſs, x a 
dropping on one knee, ſhe took from h 
head her coronet of flowers, and laid it i 
the empreſs's Tee, conformably te ro the * er 
bf the ſong. 12 
. « Divine, kündet girl! P cried 3 Sep 
at'the ſame time throwing ker arm oui 


the neck * Ida, and embtacing ber: Jn * 
L dl a0 III 10! | 
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| ſenſations have you awakened in A 
* breaſt ſ——Riſe, my child, ” continue 

e, after a moment's filence, and perceiv- 
Woo che ſcrutinizing eyes of the rege of 
Laribor fixed on her: © riſe, you have play- 
ed and ſung excellently.” ''The'Jook and 
W vice of the empreſs in pronouncing theſe 
Words, did not expreſs the ſame affection 
i which ſhe embraced her. Ida, how- 

oer, took courage to K iſs her hand, which 
e beld out to her, and nen withdrew to 
didant part of The room... 
Had young Munſter poſfeded the pro- 
Woundeft knowledge of the human heart, 
e could not have ſelected any thing better 
Walculated to gain that of the empreſs, than 
e piece which ſhe ſung. The ſenſations 
f Sophia on her wedding-day, when the 
Vong women made their appearance, muſt 

ave been extremely delicious, for the bare 
emembrance of it to be capable of giving 
Per ſo much pleaſure, But this is by no 
neans extraordinary. Who is there, that 
Jas not imagined, when ſome paſt event of 
is life has been recalled to his memory by 
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certain ſounds, or appearances, that he H 
felt ane w what he felt before; and if vi 
ſenſation: be pleaſorable, the perſon ul 
recalls, it excites irreſiſtibly our affeion, Wi 
Sophia had, riſen from her ſeat, and wii 
wiping the tears from ber eyes at a wind 
The young ladies examined, with envioylli 
looks, the too intereſting, Ida, who reſi 


tranquilly on her harp. The miſtreſs | 30 


the robes then, remarked, that it was la 
and her majeſty having need, of, repoſe, i 
the ladies might withdraw. Sophia gate 
nod of approbation, and they retired, 
0 T 
[17 3 9ft! 10 181 rg 517 D. . 
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CHAPTER xv. 


W THE princeſs of Ratibor would un- 
obtedly have been pleaſed” if our young 
Noſician bad been overcome with the honor 
playing before an empreſs, as hath hap- 
Wened to many a muſical performer at other 
Wurts, and had been obliged, to withdraw 
We fore ſhe. had touched a itring of the in- 
Wrument; but either it was more eaſy to 
Way on the harp; before the empreſs of 
Wobemia, than before any other poteatate,, 
HS [da was too ſecure of her abilities, and too 
och accuſtomed to the preſence of à ſo- 
eeign, to be in danger of fainting. Thus 
e ieft the imperial apartment with her 
al tranquillity. . 
„ Wbat a tireſome frigid creature that 
| girl! is!” ſaid the princeſs of Ratibor, hes 
foond herſelf alone with the emprels : 
| any one elſe would have been intoxicated 
W vic-ſomany marks of kindneſs; but ſhe—” 
| © L obſerved ber eyes filled with tears.“ 
„O yes; ſhe can weep !——? 


.- 
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« I beg, Ratibor,“ faid Sophia cod 
and interrupting her, that you will wi 
« thus ſtrive to embitter every thing m 
&« gives me pleaſure,” y 

A declaration like this would have beg : 
ſufficient of itſelf to exaſperate | to the hig 
eſt pitch the malice of Ida's enemy! bu 
circumſtance happened the next day w 
was ſtill more provoking. : 

Ida had been called into Sophia's chan 
ber — Dear Mo nſter,” ſaid the empreſs u 
her, “you made me yeſterday paſs a U 
« licious hour. While J liſtened to you, li 
e forgot every thing elſe, even the prize. ? 
ce had promiſed; a prize which you gainel þ: 
« with the utmoſt facility, and which [ fil F | 
e owe you. Receive, then, this riband . 
« which attaches you more particularly ii 
e my ſervice;” adding, with a ſmile, % , $ 
« you know, I muſt not offer you je. 
* you have already refuſed them,” ; 

This preſent was a blue velvet ribanl 
which was worn acroſs the body from rig 
to left, faſtened on the ſhoulder with a l 
filk-bow, and only given to young ladiouM 


* 
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e fr & diſtinction at court. Ida received 
1 on her knees, and the princeſs of Ratibor 
as ordered to decorate her with it. | 
W Young Munſter's aſtoniſhment was ex- 
mne: ſuch exceſſive kindneſs rendered 
Wer ſpeechleſs; yet we may venture to affirm 
Wat, ſhe was far from ſeeing all it's poſſible 
Wonſequences as clearly as the princeſs of 
W:tibor. She was of that happy age when 
xe difference does not appear great between 
W riband of honor, a ſimple knot for the 
Wair, or a roſe freſh” gathered, as they all 
ve equally for ornament. The preſent of 
Wophia, however, bore aſuperior value in the 
Wes of Ida, becauſe of the hand that beſtow- 
Wc it; and ſhe expreſſed the warmeſt gra- 
ode. The princeſs of Ratibor looked, 
Wn this occafion, much as did the Per- 
Wn courtier of old, when obliged to attend 
Wi the ſage Hebrew, and proclaim him the 
Wan whom the king delighted to honor: at 
Wit, however, her diſdainful countenance 
| ſumed a certain malicious ſmile, impoſſi- 
eto have been deciphered by a girl ſo in- 
Wocent and unexperienced as Ida. Having 
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thanked the empreſs, Ida made a eraceyi 


n 
obeiſance to the prinecſs.of Ratibor, M. 
deigned to honor her with an embrace. 
« That Munſter,” ſaid the priaceſs g 
Ratibor to Sophia, the inſtant Ida departeh 
eis a charming creature, it mult be owned; 
<* what a pity that ſhe is che e of q 
6 plebeian? ?? 
The eyes of all the TROY a 5 ven 
is fixed on Ida's blue riband. Wit 
regret they ſaw her wear a badge of hon 
granted only to three or four of them, Bui | 
this the young favourite did not perceine! 
ſhe accoſted- them with. her-vſual. affabiliy 
without appearing in the Jeaſt vain of th 
diſtinction ſhe had received; and expect 
with impatience the evening, when it 
would have permiſſion to viſit her parents 
She longed-to:ſhow. herſelf to them with he 
new decoration, ſure. . her mother 6 
leaſt would, be delighted. 115 
She conjectured rightly: her moths 
alone was rejoiced. Muofter looked at bet 
with a troubled and penfive countenandh 
and renewed his exhortations to her io 


55 
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fy f ways watchful over herſelf, and faithful to 
h | e engagements into which ſhe had entered. 
W from the day that Ida received this firſt 
Wk of her ſovereign's favour, ſhe appeared 
be every moment treated with more 
ecm. She was called more frequently 
Wn her companions into the preſence of 
Wophia, who liked better to be waited on by 
Wer than by any one elſe. Not an evening 
afſed without her being obliged. to repair 
With her harp to the empreſs's cloſer, and 
erciſe her talents! to amuſe her miſtreſs. 
as ſhe more happy on this account ? 
ie endeavoured at leaſt to perſuade herſelf 
„ becauſe ſhe perceived herſelf neceſſary 
the happineſs of another: but at bottom, 
conſequence of the continual reſtraint in 
hich ſhe lived, ſhe regretted thoſe tran- 
vil moments ſhe: before enjoyed in her own 
partment, the many delightful evenings 
We ſpent with her parents, and the time 
ben ſhe had leiſure to trace, in imagination, 
{ me paſt events of her life. Theſe inno- 
t pleaſures became daily more rare. 


** W W 28 


no ſhe was accuſed of having ſpoken ii 
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The favour ſhe enjoyed with the u 
preſs, whom ſhe now ſcarcely ever quit 
prevented her not from experiencing i 
thouſand little diſagreeable circumſtaniih, 
Sophia was not always chearful ; and (i 
not always, when ſhe ſpoke to her, call H 
her dear Munſter, h 

Ida perceived herſelf inceſſantly . 
butt of the envenomed ſhafts of calunnlif 
At one time it was ſaid, that ſhe had bl. 
ſeen in places, in which it became not i 
empreſs's maids of honour, to appear; if 
another, that ſhe had laughed at chu 


N 
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reſpectfully of ſome lady at court; then, af 
baving'talked too freely with ſome you 
nobleman at a ball. But the innocence 
her, of whom theſe tales were told to Soph 
ſo completely deſtroyed their effect, M 
ſhe was ſeldom influenced by them mi 
than a few minutes; and her attachmil 
for young Munſter generally increaſed at 
theſe tranſient clouds of diſ pleaſure. Di 
ing their continuance, the governeſs of 
houſehold was ſeen to ſmile more graciuull 

on Sophia than ever, 


OF UNNA. 17S 


a The princeſs of Ratibor had hoped, that 

=: would experience the common fate of 

oc who breathe the air of courts, namely, 

r her credit would fink as ſpeedily as it 

a deen raiſed, and by means as ſimple. 

Winding herſelf miſtaken, ſhe reckoned on 
oder expedient, which the deemed infal- 

pe. This conſiſted in the introduction 

We 2 new perſon at court. Novelty has ſo 

Wany attractions, that it makes us eafily for- 

Wt what we have long had in poſſeſſion, 
Wd Ida had now been the favourite of 
: Wophia for nearly a month. 

W The young Imago, | daugh:er of the 
| | acc of Ratibor, was the expected ſtran- 
cr. Sic had been educated in a convent 
Wonders were reputed of her; and her too 
W<dulous mother let flip no opportunity of 
| unding her praiſe, and repeating what was 
titten of her by the nuns, She triumphed 
ſorehand at the idea of ſhortly ſeeing this 
teſted Munſter eclipſed: by her daughter: 
metimes, indeed, a victory over a girl of 
d little. importance, ſeemed: to her too 
fling, and ſhe endeavoured to find- ſome 
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means of obtaining more ſignal ſatisſadt ? 
for the affronts ſhe had occaſioned her. 
Imago appeared; and, as the imprefghil 
ſhe made on her mother was not very alli 
traordinary, it is eaſy to gueſs what ell 
ſhe produced on other leſs intereſted pi 
tators, She was preſented, and very wi 
received. Immediately was given her, oi 
account of her rank, the blue riband, wil 
Ida obtained only as a recompence fort 
ſervices; and though ſhe had expect 
more particular marks of favour, ſhe wii 
obliged to be contented with what ſhe 
ceived, and was left at full liberty to jul 
her new companions, without once bei * 
inquired after during the reſt e 5 
The next day, however, there was mul 
talk at court of the young princeſs of kl 
tibor. She was ſaid to be handſome, a 
it was added, that ſhe appeared to be of a 
_ amiable diſpoſition. ' Her good quali 
were ſo much inſiſted on, and her pri 
repeated with ſuch oſtentation; that inf 
of i perſuading people of her merit, it off 
excited: doubt; ond of eonfequerict f 
ſcheme produced no effect. 
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W The princeſs of Ratibor had thus the 
Worcification to find her projects once more 
| | ortive, and ſhe ſoon loſt all defire of 
: h having Imago in the ſervice of the empreſs, 
Where ſhe had the terrible misfortune beſide 
W having for a companion the daughter of 
citizen. Her mother then thought of 
ing her. Imago was not ugly; her 
W:ceots could give her a conſiderable for- 
cee, and Ratibor hoped, that, with the 
Wiſtance of ſome artful coadjutors, ſhe 
Wight effect her marriage with a young 
; alan prince, who was expected at court, 
ö 

| town away, ſhe ſet herſelf to examine the 
ments of Imago, in order to judge whether 
wil : ey were ſuperior to her beauty. She 
fR ö und that they might fuffice, perhaps, to 
we Wine in a convent, but that in the world 
of Wc? would be eſtimated at a very low rate. 
alit 
pra 


eeſſary to be unearned; others, to be of 
ole value, had great need of improvement; 
toe we wanted many of thoſe agreeable 
e U ents which eannot be diſpenſed with in 


Weanwhile, that the time might not be 
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Wt the things ſhe had acquired,” ſome were 
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good company, ſo that her education 
actually to begin again. Thus, to be i 
to figure without diſgrace, in a circle of a 5 
politeneſs, this poor young creature | 
obliged to betake herſelf anew to her wii 
dies, which ſhe imagined ſhe had rei 
-quiſhed for ever. Her gaiety, wid 
perhaps would have rendered, her amialli 

was deſtroyed. by this conſtraint : at hai 
ſhe was, fretful and paſſionate ; at court ff 
| Was abſent and in a little time Jealouſ 0 0 
uniting with her uſeleſs endeavours to: bY 
quite perfection, rendered ber, who mig +. 
have been agreeable, had ſhe not attempt | 
| 

a 

| 
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to go beyond her ſphere, the moſt inly 
Phe being in the world. i 

The princeſs of Ratibor obſerved i 
with regret: ſhe trembled when any d f 
looked at, or converſed with her daughtt 
and ſedulouſly avoided every occaſon 
recalling to mind the talents of Imago. 
which ſhe. had formerly boaſted. | One d 
however, ſhortly: after Imago's appearad 
at court, the converſation turned on mu 
and particularly on the harp. | Sophia l 
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bollecting, that the'ſkill of Imago on that 
rument had once been brought into com- 
riſon with the exquiſite performance of 
i defired a ſpecimen of her talents. The 
og muſicians were obliged to play i in 
Wmpetition 3; and the compariſon was ſo 
ch to the diſadvantage of Imago, that 
mother was vexed at her former ga | 
nade, and could only offer i in excuſe, that 
W infgnificant an accompliſhment was un- 
Worthy the ſtudy of a princeſs, and ſuired 
yea perſon who perhaps intended to 
ee it her profeſſion. 
Ida was extremely mortified, not only 
the ſuggeſtion, that ſhe deſigned to em- 
ce the occupation of a muſician, an oc- 
W pation held in thoſe days in diſrepute ; 
Wt alſo at having been the unwillipg inſtru- 
tent of humbling a young perſon by whom 
e had never been offended. On ſeeing 
Wo: young Munſter with her eyes caſt on 
round, one might have ſuppoſed that 
e was the vanquiſhed party; nor was it 
ſſible for her to enjoy, with cordiality, the 


plauſes ſhe received. This incident led 
Vol. I. 5 y Fe 
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her to TY leſs than. ever to exhibit wi 
talents, and as Imago did not provoke 
to it, they lived on good terms together, 

After, the variqus artifices which wi 
princes pf Ratibor had employed ta cm 
the ygung Munſter, it was reaſonable to li 
ſume, from her known diſpoſition, that x. 
had conceived, againſt Ida the moſt wi 
veterate hatred : but the reverſe appear 
in her  conduRt. She ſeemed entirely & : 
voted to her, engaged her daughter in eu 
verſation with her, invited her ſometinaM 
to dinner at her houſe, and at length of 
queſted her to. give Imago ſome leſſons u 

the harp; 2 requeſt with which the cool 
plied as readily, as ſhe refuſed with firm 
a very handſome preſent offered her on thi 
acegunt. 5 | 

Thus Ida ſpent a as much of her time 
Ratibor ' bouſe, | as her duty at court woul 
permit, She exerted. herſelf . to improt 
the "Talon of Imago, endeavoured ſons 
times to correct her temper, and ſougbt 
inſpire her with ſentiments ſuitable to kt 
rank. But every block of marble is 0 


— 


o . ut: 
red for the fate of a god: + Imago 


nained as ſhe was, and gave Ida. to un- 
and, that ſhe had much rather ſee her 
W fiend chan as inſtructreſsz. 
A.cloſe intimacy was ſoon formed be- 
ea the two young women. There were 
ments when the difference of their rank 
entirely forgotten; they walked, they 
ed, they bathed together, and it ſome- 
es happened, chat chey ſlent in the ſame 
a. Mrs. Munſter was delighted with a 
Verion ſo honourable; when, Ida men- 
"0:0 it in one of her viſits-to her parents; 
ber huſband ſhook his head, and recited 
auge fable of the earthen veſſel and the braſs 
We, which. he had learned of a monk. 
; Familiarities of this kind,” ſaid he; c have 
ene concealed motive. We are led 
ingenyouſly to diſcloſe our thoughts, and 
Wave. afterwards frequently reaſon. to xe- 
Wpene it. 1 am much miſtaken, if the 
races have not already made ſome 
W-tewpt to learn your little e 
Seorets, my dear father |” ſaid Ida, 
ughing have none.” 
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"Murifter held up me Wager, "6 and an | 
Herman. £742 005 77 20 
It is true,“ replied Ida, with a Uu 
t Imago has ſometimes bantered me on tlff 
ct name; and I muſt certainly have utter 
ac it in àa dream, for ae it has den 4 
eſeaped my lips.“ | 
„would not ure 22 aig : 
«either ſleeping or waking,” ſaid Muna 
who could not help THE f at the "—_— : 
of her anſwer. © LBP v2; Z 
remember, honoree! ſaid- Ida, «if 

* trick which the princeſs played me, alli 
4e with which I was not at all pleaſed. Yall 
«. know the preſent which the empreſs mi 
«me of a lock of her hair. Since I hit 
<< reſided at court, I have avoided wearil 
« jt publicly, as ſuch an ornament woul 
<« have occafioned- too much talk: bu Wi 
«efteem that early pledge of my {overeigh 
« fayour a thouſand times more than i 
< moſt coſtly jewels, and it is never out 
my boſom, except when I bathe. On on 
4 cf theſe occaſions, the princeſs took it fis 

e me ſectetly: J miſſed it: a little quam 
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T0" between us: ſhe ik not confeſs - 
the theft : at laſt 1 perceived the gold net- 
work hanging from her neck, and Ipuled 
it out of her boſom. Stil ſhe would not 
let it go, but held it in play, till I had re- 
lated the manner of my obtaining it. She 
ſeemed to me to have been already in- 
FF formed. of this event by her mother, who, 
W 25 1 remembered, was preſent; and ſhe 
W was particularly preſſing to know what I 
intended to do with ſuch a fingular orna- 
ment. Upon this-I laughed, and turned 
the matter into a jeſt. I believe, an- 
WT {vered I, that as long as I ſhall wear a 
W part of the empreſs next my heart, ſhe 
vill always continue to love me.“ 
« A very extraordinary anſwer,” 1 
unſter, ſhaking. his head. Be prudent 
ny child, and avoid too great familiarity 
with W who, I have no = 
you i „ Fa 
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exaggerations; but in all probability he 
a a deeper impreſſion upon bet, than ſhe vi 
indeed, in preſence of the latte Coll 


ferior to the generality of young women i 


leſs glances, while he gazed 6n young Mu 
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nn HAPTER XVI. 
20 THE pmbeb bes Slack of Tm 
| -had in view-for her daughter, at length: 
rived at Prague. He was à wealthy loit 
gteat expectations, of theHhouſe of Viſen 


Many ſte ps bad already been taken: heh 
been told of Image's betty; with the did 
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him, for he Jaw her by the ſide of Ida. W 


any hopes of making a conqueſt? and pu l 
cularly:the princeſs of Ratibor, who wail Wo 


had any . pretenſions to beauty.  Accodiiſon 
ingly the eyes of the prince were turned Mijas 
ceſſantly towards Ida. In vain was he afids 
ouſly informed of her wart of birth. | 
ſpite of this circumſtance, his intended coul 
with difficulty obtain from him a few cat 


ſter with fuch rapture, that ſhe was diſcot 
certed, and obliged to retire. 


OF UNNA. 185 
From that moment ſhie was no longer in» 
Ited to Ratibot houſe; and Imago ſeemed 
+ to Know] her former friend when "ſhe 
t ber at court. The privee repeated his 
fis, but without' finding her worn he 
oght, at length he ſaw her at court, and 
as little cautious to concealithe. impreſ- 
on ſhe had made on him, as the firſt time 
beheld her. To no purpoſe was lie again 
Ia, that this extraordinary girl vas no other 
jan Ida Munſter: the name did not appear 
operate on him dhe effect that was expect- 
Ae continued to admire hen, and ſovght 
WW portuoities of ſpeaking to her. In: this 
serer, he ſucceeded not. Ida carefully 
Poided him, for ſhe had remarked the paſ- 
n with which ſhe. had inſpired bim, and | 
as reſolved not to liſten to the-propoſals-.df 
0688 prince, to the injury of her friend, and the 

bparagement of Herman. The young 

lian remained no longer at Prague than 
neceſſary to convince him, chat he had 
othing to hope from her whom he loved. 
t his departure he neglected even tak ing 
ave of the princeſs of Ratibor; and he 
14 
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: thought not for a moment during his W 
dence at the court of Winceſlaus, of 
honor intended him, by marrying him th 
Thus the ſimple Imago, and her havghy | | 
ations once more ſaw their hopes dify 
pointed. They had carried matters ſo H 
as already to have received the congtati . 
tions of the court on:the projected mau 
which augmented rt their nn. on e | 
ing it breken off. 5 
All the diſgrace of this failure was ind 
on the innocent Ida, Who was no ot beni 
to blame than in poſſe ſling more ben 
ham Imago, and the majority of her en 
Ppaniops. Ratibor and her daughter cu 
no ſoafcely conceal the rage, with whi 
they were inflamed; and Ida would hat 
been terrified to death, could ſuſpicion hi 
entered into her heart, pure and exempi 
zit was from trea cher. 
They, whom ſhe ſuppoſed to be l 
parents, felt very differemly on this ſubs 
Both were perſuaded, that it would bent 
ptudent to inſtil fear into her mind; | 
© her- perilous fitvation was often the ſub 
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e cheir diſcourſe till midnight, and they 
ch ſeparately took in ſecret, the ſteps they 
Wonceived moſt proper to ſecure the life and 
vor of her who was ſo dear to them. 
Mrs Munſter was much more alarmed on 
i: occaſion than her huſband, She bad a ve - 
Wy bad opinion of the prince of Ratibar, and 
bis illuſtrious houſe; and ſhe related a 
Wundred inſtances, one more terrible than 
nother, in order tu ſhew, that they who bad 
ee misfortune to diſpleaſe any of the family, 
eqvestly diſappeared on a fudden, without 
Wy perſon knowing what became of them. 
Night not the unfortunate Ida experience 
ee tame fate? And, in a danger fo immi- 
nt, what could remove the apprehenſions 
ua nurſe, cho had for * the ſentiments. 
WC (he tendereſt mother x ä 5 
Probably many of the ſtories: which 0 
ouch diſquieted Mrs. Munſter, were of the 
aue of: fairy: tales, which were firmly be- 
bel ered in the days of which we are writing. 
t alas! the terrible phantoms-of the ima- 
nation, have over weak minds, as much 
wax as realities; with this: advantage on 
3 
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their ſide, that che means, commionlychohil 
to combat them, are calculated rather oi 
augment than diminiſn the terror they o. 
ſion. The anxiety of Munſter and his wi 
was increaſed by a report that had prevail 
and which was ſhortly confirmed from ty 
mouth. of Ida, that the emperor's jourig| 
into Weſtphalia; which had been long tal: 
ed of, was ſoon to take place, and conſs 
quently Ida, if ſhe followed the coun; 
would be expoſed inceſſantly, and withou 

recourſe, to the malice of ber enemy. 
The firſt thought of Munſter, when with 
heard this news, was to take home his fu 
poſed: daughtet: : Fo this his wife heart 
conſented; and Ida, who had never any oda 
will, than the wilkbfah6fe'lwhom ſhe belie- 
ed to be her parents, made nb oppoſitiol. 
It was propoſed to the empreſs q. but tit 
empreſs was now ſo ſtrongly attached to be 
charming attendant; chat it as ĩmpoſſibien 
thidk. of a ſeparation z andthe requeſts 
Munſter; which he. made in perſon; was flath 
refuſed „ thank you, good. old gi 
Vileman, for hauing left me: your d aug 
| ann E 
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WE (© long :” ſaid Sophia, with her wohted af. 
W:ilicy { “ but if you tales ber from me bow, 
I ſhall ſcatcely be obliged to you foren 
bag; Gnce the time draus nigh/when her 
W fectionate cares and charming/vivaciry 
WE vill be indiſpenfible; when I hal doubly: 
W want her enchanting converſation, and her 
an on the barp; to drive from me the 
eenius of melaneholy. Beſides, you will 
W deprive her of the honour of ſinging to» 
W your future printe, the fitſt ſong he will. 
hear in his cradle.“ NA ee 106 zuot 

W This was attacking old Munſter on "His: 
ex fide. He found, that it was it vai to 


link of Ida's return; and, as nothing could 
tu move his uneaſineſs, if he did not hear of 


er every day, he formed: a reſolution; ef 
. rich we ſhall hereafter have occaſion! to. 
ek, while his- wife ſecretly cook Wnother.. 
beer, ſhe employed the two hundted gold 


icons, the remains of their buried tteafare;. 
che execution of a ſeheme The had formed}. 


| 
d: ſhe delayed not taking the neceſſary 
s vith her uſual. precipitan cy. 
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The day fixed for. the emperor's deli 
ture arrived: but certain events happen 
unconnt cted with our hiſtory, that oblizli 
him to remain ſome lime longer at Prag 
and to let the empreſs depart without hind 
The perſons who were to accompu f 
the empreſs; were aſſembled in the audien 
chamber to take leave, when a circumſm 
otcutred, that ſurprized every one, no 
cepting her whom it itninediately concen 
Winceſlaus had already ſpoken to the pe(ifif 
ſons of moſt importance in the ſuir of i 
empreſs, and thoſe of leſs conſequeu 
were according to cuſtom, to receive ou 
4 general mark of notice, when Ida, wil 
Was at that time amongſt the crowd, was( 
dered to be called to him. 1 
FE Are you Ida Munfter ?“ aſked he. 
Being anſwered in the affirmative, if 

| Private ſecretary, on a motion from the en 
peror, put into her hands a large parchmelii 
Patent, from which hung the imperial ſe 
Ida ſpluſhed, and appeared diſconcerted. 
TFThe morives of this journey ſeem to be in gi 
ral very obſcure, nor can we find any ſatisſact 
account of it in contemporary hiſtorians, 
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« It is impoſſible, ” ſaid Winceſlavs, that 
the favour I grant you, ſhould appear 


do myſelf: but one of my ſubjects has 
maought fir'to ſolicit it, and I love them 
too well to refuſe, to the humbleſt of 


and be aſſured of my protection.“ 
Ida retired with amazement. Every 
ody crowded round her, eager io k H the 
W ontents of this myſterious patent: but ſhe 
an with it to the-empreſs, who gave it to a 
Whamberlain to read, which he did, to the 
hole aſſembled court. The faloving 
ere its content: 31 
We, Winceſlaus, &c. taker WAY Ida 
We Munſter, under our imperial protection; 
; and hereby declare all thoſe reſponſible 
for thy life and houor, on whom ſhall 


ed them. Moreover we grant thee the pri- 
vilege of not being condemned: to death, 
dot by ouiſelf in perſon, and of not be- 
ing arraigned for any miſdemeanor, ex- 
* cept before our own immediate tribunal, 


Le 


more extraordinary to you, than it does 5 


them, any thing that is practicable. Go: 
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4 or thoſe deputed to mene in a 

A wxigninblt court, K. 
Who does not perceive, in this proce 
ing, thei /affetionate- preeaution of M 
Munſter? ſhe was deſirous of omitting ng 
ching for the ſecurity of her Ida, and ij 
conſequence reſolved to purchaſe her i; 
immediate protection of the emperor. Win 
ceſlaus, always ready to grant what wg 
aſked him in ſo becoming a manner, ha 
ditected, half drunk perhaps, the immediay 
execution of this patent, which could ng 
but appear myſterious to all the world, ail 
which proved more detrimental than uſefi 
to her, for whom it was obtained. 
Ihe perſons who were preſent at its v 
eital, beheld young Munſter with looks di 
aſtoniſument andicontempt: and it was u 
nimouſly agreed, that there muſt be ſom 
thing extraordinary in ber ſituation, fd 
ſuch precaution to be neceſſary. In the com 
mon courſe of things, innocence, it v 
ſaid, needed no protector but itſelf: nl 
did ĩt appear chat ar injurious ſuſpicion 
had been entertained of Ida, or any intet 
tion of proſecuting her in court. 
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Young Monſter was not the n laſt to feel 
at this ſingular protection had a very un- 
jourable appearance: Without regarding 
erefore, What ſhe heard'whiſpered” on all 
ges; the - approached the empreſs, and 
ked her permiſſion, humbly to return the 
fiarch the patent he had granted her 
J aſx no other ſecurity,” added ſhe, 
than that which every one has à right to 
expect under an equitable prince: I defire 
no favous,” but what J fall be foufid to 
merit from the gGodneſs of my Hillreſs!” 
«No, ho,“ cried” Sephia, who'Taw the 
air in à very different light from the 
ſt of thoſe who were preſent: N my 
child, Iwill keep this inſtrutment for you? 
andyif it ſet ve for nothingelſe, it will at 
leaſt prove to your deſcendants, that you 
were an object NN the particular pro- 
tection of your prince.“ 

This adventure became a 0 ſub- 
& of converſation, and arrived at the ears 
F Munſter, before Ida had an opportunity 
acquainting him with it. He readily 
ueſſed at the author, and had a very ſerious 
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of a patent. Munſter, who bad ſeldoli 


ſuppoſed the ſingularity to be of the dun 
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converſatign with his wife, on the fingify 
means which her attachment for her daugh 
ter induced her to employ Mrs. Muny 
confeſſed, that ſhe had ſolicited the ex 
peror 's protection for Ida: but declaredy 


the ſame. time, that ſhe had never tha 
of aſking a. written, aſſurance. of bis M 


mile, and much leſs. a ſecurity in the ſo 


found his wife in a lie, believed her, w 


( 

ber of thoſe. inconſiderate actions, that H 

fumes of wine ſo often cauſed Winceſl | 

to commit. For ourſelves, we are inclind 
to coꝝſider the circumſtance rather as a nue 

of Dame Fortune, who meant to ptoum ; 


from it the ma daneben wan 
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CHAPTER: XVII 


IDA went to take leave of her parents, 
er mother burſt i into tears; but her father 
owed more firmneſs, and ſpoke of the 
Wicaſure of ſoon ſeeing her again. 

Aſter alfectionately bidding each other 
giev, they parted, . . . » The reader will 
ardon me if, in this Part of r my hiſtory, 1 
eak a little obſcurely of time and place. 
he want of ſufficient documents muſt be 
y excuſe, | 15 11118 2 

When the empreſs arrived at the * of 
er Journey, the time of her delivery. ap- 
Wroached. Sickneſs, or ſome other reaſon, 
Wrevented the emperor from being preſent 
| t this grand event : but be had taken care, 


What in his abſence, every thing ſhould be 
Wondudted in a manner ſuitable to the birth 


F 


5 en ae I So - ; 5 PER * 


dmplained that this ill. timed journey 


eating · the firſt cries of their future mo- 
arch. By way of conſalation, ey were 


ww * 


We an heir to his throne. 'The Bohemians | 


ould deprive them of the happineſs of 
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permitted to ſend a deputation of the md 


= "Thele, noblemen. 
ani, arrived” at. the "oy appointed, and eye 


| Teemed daily to ecoine more, diſtant, . 
empreſs was attacked with a ſevere dit 


| rare for fapguine expectations t to be ii 


196 HERMAN 


conſiderable! perſons! among them, to þ 
preſent at the delivery of the empreſs, al 
aſhſt at the baptilmof their y. young  foverey 
1 a prince it muſt. be at. all « events, N 
perſon beſide w was invited to the ceremay 
except the duke of Bayaria, father of Soph 


and the count Wirtemberg,| her godfath 
and, the e loyal Bohem 


thing was ready for celebrating | the gra 
feſtival, but the principal perſonage, g 
heir of Wingeſlaus, n whoſe, accout 
'F (178 21991} 3 90; 

Was made. ? -14x1 of {9 wet 
"7" The wiſhed for momer t, boten 


per, that reduced her to the laſt extreni 
All the country put vp. prayers for I 
recovery; a and at length ſhe ms fe i 
of a dead daughter. 3 

1 know not whether | in * days i it 


pointed, or whether princes at leaſt, wet 
"exempt La ſuch a misfortune; but cem 
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W is, that this ſad, accident ſpread i ſuch 

arm thay one would, haye ſuppoſed no- 
og fimilax 40, it, had. ever happened) on 
„face, of ;the earth. The perſous who 
= xereſted, themſelves in the affair, and So- 

Wiz 4 ſo belevedeh the people, that ho 
. "Grd chief in eyed artiess „One 
red de dicoverfihe proſages, vf this 
i, the other to conjecture.) What. had 


ss cauſg, While fow thought of che 


Wnſcquences it might produce: nf 130 Yo 
; Thei art: of interpreiling Sedan Sebi 
| Wy, was: then a prime article of faith; 
Wd he wonld have been in an awkward pre- 

nent, who” ſhould have ventured to 


n princeſs, all the toinets and extrabrdi- 
Y. metedts that bad been Net. in che fr. 
ment for ten years befote: They who 
themſelves to inveſti ate tHe 10 of 
Jat Had diſappointed 0 hopes fa OT 
ple, were Rill leſs ifpored! to be jeſted 
h; and in thefr'eyes it would have deen a 
me dut to fülpect, that tlic thisfortaie was 


ntradict thoſe who; attributed to the ſtill 
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owing to a long journey, undertaken in ali 
advanced ſtate of pregnancy, the unſpif 
neſs of the phyſicians, or rhe laſt fit of ti 
into Which the empreſs was thrown, wha 
ſhe learnt, by letters from Prague, that 
Janna,” whom. ſhe had” been aſſured wi 
Winceſlaus' be had finally diſmiſſed, my | 
again made her appearance, publicly fla 
het place, oecupied her apartments, ali 
framed projects an her approaching deah 1 
Which ſhe truſted would LE the — $1 
of her ſituation, n. 3 
. Reaſons of this 8 too trivia ali 
the opinion of our ſages. Their inquiM 
went much father. According to th 
nothing but ſorcery could have openu 
this event. It was neceſſary, that the ai 
of juſtice ſhould put à ſpeedy ſtop to lil 
evil, that it might not extend farther, uM 
reach. even the ſacred. perſon of Sopbui 
who was ſtill between life and death. A 
the empreſs' s bouſchold were impriſa 
even to the princeſs of Ratibor, Ida a 
excepted, She was left undiſturbed in 
apartment, and had nothing to complan ai 
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xcept that ſhe was not permitted to attend 

r beloved. miſtreſs, -who every moment. 

lled for her in vain, and declared, that, 
; ithout her dear Ida, ſhe could neither live 
Wor die. LG 
W The examinations were taken wah 3 

þ id rigour before the duke of Bavaria, and 
e count of Wirtemberg, who had been too 
och habituated to the ſufferings of others, 
1 jd were too good chriſtians, to ſhew any 
ercy. in an affair of witchcraft. | Strict, 


ies who had been taken op, were diſ- 


U Pied on the firſt interrogatory. Even 
aß 
ul e princeſs of Ratibor, received not the 


abteſt reprimand, for baving been ſo 
W-ligent of the empreſs's ſafety, as to per- 
it the delivery of the letter, of which we 
we ſpoken above. It was known that ſuch 
letter had been received; it was known, 
a immediately an reading it, Sophia had 
llen into a ſwoon, which was followed by 
Wovulſions ; and from that moment to her 
Wlivery ſhe AT ame in extreme dan- 
r: but to this no attenticn was paid; 


Wonever, as were the examinations, all the 
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26 HERMAN” 
they fought only toldifcobbF the fiperi 
ral means, Which muſthaV0t been empl; je 
to deprive Sophia ind” her infant of ky | 
and of theſe the ladits'of the empreſs ha | 
been found to be perfectly i innocent. 3 
Ida © fiticerely pitied her unfortyng | 
companions, for weblin incurted the flight | 
eſt ſuſpicion of a practice ſo deteſtable, | 
which ſhe, like the 'reft of hers contempoyli 
rles, had the fire eſt belief, - Such a {uh 
cion ſhe thought the could not herſelf lf 
ſurvived © an TuRat. | She” confideted «i 
ſelf happy to have been the only one 0h 
cepted ; and hoped, that the ſhould ſa 
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fibor boy the other ladies had been i 
at liberty, and were at preſent engapl 
in their former employments about i 
perſon. 885 

One morning as ſhe was: dreſſing, i in 
der to be ready if the empreſs mould (al 
for her, one of her women entered mil 
looks of horror and deſpair, holding ind 
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; and a paper, which ſho ſeemed deſirous of 
og ber; but ſcarcely had ſhe taken two 
es in the room, when ſhe tottered and fell 
cles on the floor. Ida ran, to her 
Wiſtance, and perceived her name on the 
Per, which lay on the ground. Curioſity 
ot the better of her compaſſion, and ſhe 
ad what follows. But no, ſhe read ir not, 
rat the ſecond line the fell by the fide of 
r ſervant. 5 
judge, reader, whether the had not r rea: 
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0 TO IDA MUNSTER. 


Ida Munſter! ſorcereſs! BF of 
murder, of high treaſon ? appear We, 
the ſecret a2 engers of the Eternal, cite 
dee within three days before the tribunal 
of God! appear! appear ! - 
Good Heavens !” exclaimed Ida, when 
the affiſtance* of her woman ſhe was 
* bught to herſelf : « did I ſee clearly ? give 
ne that note.“ She read it, it fell trom 
hands : and pale and crembling ſhe fat 
n on her chair. 
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ſhe could not read; but the people, yk 


would have appeared to her extraording 


to what you have now to do, it is not lll 


The fervant then related, that in th 
morning ſhe had found the parchment ni 
ed to the door that led to Ida's apartment 
at firſt ſhe paid no attention to it, becaj 


were aſſembled 1 in crowds, informed herd 
its contents, and ordered her, with threaz 
to carry it to the perſon to whom it w 
addreſſed. 

Ida liſtened to her tale, half dead wil 
fear, and ſcarcely knowing what ſhe heal 
Had ſhe been more collected, ſhe wal 
have perceived, in the looks of thoſe aba 
her, ap indignation and contempt, whit 
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from perſons by whom ſhe had been inch 
ſantly flattered. 

O God! what Ras I done ? and wi 
* am I now to do?“ cried Ida, claſping 
hands, and lifting her eyes to heaven. 

ee What you have done,” ſaid her 
men, © is beſt known to yourſelf : and 


_ OI * 8 . . 6 
4 
* = 
a * — a. 


© us to adviſe. We muſt inſtantly la 
« you, ]-ſt the vengeance of Heaven Il 
«« purſue us alſo.” 


o 


« And will you too abandon me?“ ſaid 
to the young woman who had brought 
7 the billet, and who, affected by her 
ation, had thrown | herſelf at her fect, 
d watered them with her tears. | 
« Telt me in what 1 can ſerve you, and 
J will ſtay.” | 

«Run to the princeſs of Ratibor, and 
Well ber —— tell her only yet tell 
er all: deſcribe to her my diſtreſſed 
ſtuation; let her adviſe me what to do. 
God only knows what has brought on me 
this calamity.“ > J. 

The young woman went, and foon re- 
ned, bringing back for anſwer, that the 
inceſs knew no ſuch perſon. | 
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dies of the court, and equally to no pur- 
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atone” A ha 


em (he ſent alſo, and received for anſwer, 
Wt ſhe mult have recourſe to God, if her 
Wlcience were pure; as to advice, they 
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In like manner Ida ſent to ſeveral other 
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ſe, She then recollected the duke of 
varia, and the count of Wirtemberg, who 
d always ſhewn a regard for her. To 


Pd give her none, except that of not 
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failing to appear in compliance with the «if 
tation, as, at any rate, her life was at ſtat 
« Appear?” ſaid Ida: where mul 
« appear? Did you aſk where the ſen 
« tribunal is held?“ 3 
The girl was filent. 
c My life too at ſtake !“ exclaimed til 
unfortunate Ida, after a long and glom 
ſilence. © Heavens ! what have I do 
« Am I not innocent ?” .- 
God ſend you may be:“ anſwered bei 
woman, ſobbing. 
« Yes, I call Heaven to witneſs that . 
&« am. I ſwear it by him who lives for er 
Having remained ſome time on her ke 
covering her face with her hands, and ſes 
ingly in prayer, ſhe at length aroſe, and an 


tinued thus: What ſaid the count oi; 


«© Wirtemberg? Was it not that I muſt {al 
te conſolation from God ?” Be it fo. © Gl, 
ce has already comforted me; he will cov, 
« fort me ſtill more by the mouth of ii 
&« minifters. Give me my hood: 1 wil 
t to church, and confeſs myſelf. The" 
66 verend father John will tell me what U 
„ do k 


Oh! do not run ſuch a riſk : the peo- 
ple are excited againſt you, and may do 
jou ſome miſchief.” 

$ « Give me my hood: I may riſk every 
thing, for what have I to loſe ?” 

« No doubt it will be uſeleſs for me to 
attend you,” | 

Do as you pleaſe.” 

da fer off, without once looking round 
She muffled herſelf up as much as 
Woſfiblein her hood, that ſhe might not be 
on. At every corner the heard her 


People ſeemed better informed than herſelf 
f what ſhe was accuſed. The appellations 
1 vreteh, criminal, ſorcereſs, paſſed from 
| T bouth to mouth, without further explana- 
Won, at laſt ſhe gathered from ſome few ex- 
ſſions that dropped from acompany walk- 
I 28 before her, that the crime with which 
Ne was charged was committed againſt her 
arelt friend, her adored Sophia. More than 
3 was near ſinking to the earth, her 
Pegs failed her, and ſhe was obliged | to lean 
pgainſt the walk 
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ne coupled with imprecations. The 
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The ſought counſel and conſolation from t 


night was advancing. Silently ſhe paſſe 


to wait for father John. Whether this fathe 


Mill fo celebrated for his diſcretion, our m 
moirs do not inform us: St. Nepomucent 


- pauſe, he ventured to ſay: © Go cle 
1 yourſelf from the crime of which you 
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When the arrived at the church, When 


only friend the had left, (her confeſſo 


* 
— K 


along the gloomy cloiſters of the halloutt 
fane, and placed herſelf in an obſcure cone, 


John was the famous confeſſor of the en 
preſs, St. John Nepomucenes, whole namei 


9 cc e 


himſelf however, could not have given mo. 
Kriking proofs of his love of taciturniy, Wh, 
than did our father John, when this afli&lM 

finner, or ſaint let us tather call her, laid opa 
to his view the inmoſt receſſes of her heart, 
She concealed nothing from him; ſt 
wept, ſhe ſighed, ſhe aſked his counſel — 
and ſtill he was filent. She urgently im 
plored him to beſtow on her one word, ons 
fimple word of conſolation. - After a long 


« accuſed, and then I will grant you able 
66 lution,” * 
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« But what muſt I do? I am cited to 

the bar of juſtice by I know not whom , 

I am to make my appearance I know not 

« where.” 

« Appear.” 

% And who will be my judges?“ 

% Thoſe terrible unknown mortals, who 

render juſtice in ſecret.“ 

« Where do they aſſemble ?” 

Every where, and no where.” 

aa, bathed in tears, ceaſed to queſtion 

Wehis flioty- -hearted N and he roſe to go 

ay. 

Have pity on me ! have pity on me lo 

Weried ſhe, holding him by his gown: it is 

now night: grant me an aſylum till the 

morning in this convent, or give me at 
* leaſt a guide to n me home in 
* ſafety.” 5 5 

“The holy ſiſters aha dwell here will 


Sy oat Midas; hs ens ds OO * ö 6 


4 pany you.” 
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not receive you, nor will any one accom- 


Ida covered her face with her hood, and 
wept afreſn. A moment after ſhe looked: 
teuad, and aw herſelf alone. The great. 
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lamp ſuſpended from the centre of 1, 


tered the anti- chamber, and the apartmem Ws 


« totally abandoned, then,” ſaid ſhe, *, 


4 ſay, that itis.poſſible to ſin without know iſ 
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church ſhed a feeble light. Riſing, { 
walked with trembling ſteps through h 
windings of the ſacred vaults, and by ty 
leaſt frequented ſtreets of the city, till {, 
arrived at her own habitation. She no longs il 
wept; a kind of torpid infenſibility had {ti Wi 

ed her faculties. She called to her ſervan MW 
to bring a light; no ane anſwered. Sheen WH: 


of her women: they were empty.—“ In 


entered her own chamber. Heaven 
% how have I deſerved this fate? Is ther 
4 no difference between accuſation and c 
« viction? Am I in reality guilty? Thy 


« ing it. Ves, yes, it muſt be ſo, and la 
« certainly a guilty wretch, ſince every o 


conſiders me as ſuch; and the holy fati*M 


John has refuſed me abſolution.“ 
Ida was in that terrible fituation, fron 
which there is but a ſtep to madneſs and de 
ſpair, when ſhe heard an indiſtin& noiſe i 
the anti- chamber. The door opened a 
ſome one called her by her name. 
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rand?“ ſaid ſhe, in a voice more of 
Darm and horror, than of anger. 
« [da ! my poor unhappy Ida!“ continu- 


c che ſtranger, in accents of the moſt ten- 
Yer affection. 
i  1da role from the floor, on which ſhe 


vas lying. The figure, which was then 
iſcernible, by means of a lantern it carricd, 
Wpproached nearer. | 
Who art thou? Art thou one of thoſe 
terrible and unknown beiogs, who ren- 
der juſtice in ſecret ?” 

Do you then no longer know me? 
Do you not know your father?“ cried the 
Wpcrſon who entered; and ſaying this, he 
Wendered the light of his lantern more vivid, 


embrace. 

« My father! my ſaviour! angel ſent 
© from heaven !” were the words ſhe had 
juſt time to articulate, before ſhe fainted in 
is arms. 4 


K 4 


« Who is there? and what is thy er- 


| threw off his cloak, and claſped her in his 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


IS there a ſenſation to which the tai . 
heart is ſuſceptible ſtronger or more vl 
lightful than that which it experienll 
when, plunged in the abyſs of deſpair, off 
perceives the approach of a friend? Buy 
enjoy this the mind of Ida was too mull 
oppreſſed! ſhe was ready to fink under ti 
misfortunes, Let us, indeed, conſider wha 
| the had ſuffered in the ſpace of one ſhui 
day; and then judge how great mult hav 
been her ſurpriſe, to find herſelf, at 
moment that ſhe thought the whole va 
had abandoned her, claſped in the embrarf 
of a father! | 
&18 poſlible ! !” ſaid ſhe at laſt, wit 

ſhe was able to ſpeak : * Is it poſſible? off 
am I m a dream? My father here, ad 
« at ſuch a moment!“ 

“Could Ida then think, that he woll 
e leave her for an inſtant in ſuſpicion 
« hands, without watching over her? N 

I ſet off from Prague at the ſame tin 
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with yourſelf: I have followed you'every 
where: I have obſerved your very ſtep 2: 
W | would not let you know I was near, 

& that I might judge of your conduct when 
wholly. left to yourſelf. In like manner 
had reſolved to accompany you on 


your return, without giving you the leaſt 
reaſon to ſuſpect it: and I ſhould have ex- 


W ccuted-my reſolve, had you not received 


this unexpected ſtroke.” 


40 God! a ſtroke: indeed! a froke 
that will coſt me my life! 


That will coſt you your life!... An 
excellent mode truly of defending your 
innocence l. . No, Ida, you ſhall live 


to cover with ſhame your accuſers, who 


wiſh to ſee you dle as a malefactor !” 
* And. who are my accuſers ? 


have ſought: to diſoover them from 


the moment I knew that you had been 
cited- before the ſecret. tribunal... The 
wholeday I have been in queſt of infor- 
mation, mixing in the crowd; and wan- 
dering from place to place, to learn what 


might be your crime. What Lhave been 
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«able to learn is, that, when the lap 
« of the empreſs were interrogated, vii 
<« princeſs of Rau bor found no better ne 
of proving her innocence, with reſped i 
«* 'Sophia's unfortunate labour, than by 
& cufing you. Her depoſition was rumor 
& ed abroad: it was Taid, that : ſhe bali 
ce anſwered for all the ladies ipreſent u 
* the moſt ſolemn oath; but that there 
* one abſent, who, if appearances could wi 
<truſted, was certainly the culprit. | Tull 
ce motives of her ſuſpicion were aſked ; bi 
„ no-one could inform me what they ver 
« Fonly heard, that you were to. be bro 
< to trial, and that the judges teſtified mui 
t ſurpriſe and:indignation, thar: you lov 
&« of all the ladies of the empreſs, had nt 
been taken up and interrogated.“ ü 
Ida liſtened with looks of anxiety u. 
diſtreſs, but 2 no _— 5 n ar 
tinued: d 0319 
3 The bicory of Mon: rler of protein 
tt tion granted you by the emperor, a 
. requeſt of my imprudent wife, a! 
length mentioned with ſuch! comments 
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you may eaſily conceive. The judges 
looked at one another! Have we need 
of any better proof ?* cried they, © Why 
ſeek an extraordinary protection if ſhe 
WS were innocent? Why wiſh to prevent her 
being brought before the cuſtomary tri- 
W bunals, if not conſcious of ſome ſecret 
crime, that, if known, would expoſe her 
to the ſword of juſtice ? Ought ſhe, how- 
ever, on that account, to remain unpu- 
niſhed ?* My information reaches no far- 
ther, and I know not what has been fince- 
determined: but I have been aſſured, 
that the judges did not ſeparate till mid- 
night, after having pledged: themſelves 
by an oath to ſhow you no favor.“ 
Ida hid her face in her father's boſom, 
Wd wept.—“ Go on, go on, ſaid ſhe, ſob- 
ug: © continue to pierce my heart, with 
W the relation of my dreadful mis fortune.“ 
*My child, it is neceſſary. that you 
mould know all. How, otherwiſe, will 
jou be able to defend yourlelt ?” 
* And wby, innocent as I am, muſt ! 
defend mylelf at al? Why, regardleſs of 
| | K 6 
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<< my letter of protection, am I cited bei 


court, but before the grand tribunal b 
God. And fear you to appear bell 
< the Almighty 2 


claimed Ida, ſtretching her hands to He 
ven, with a look that ſpoke the pu 


9 of an angel. Were God i | 


Well then, ſubmit to your * E 


ftribunal, or thoſe deputed to hold our plat! 


* a court of juſtice ?” | 
* You are not cited before any i 


Ah, were he to be my . P 


pI? 


* judge } 


that conſoling hope. Thoſe unknd 
4 perfons who render juſtice in his na 
wilt be your judges : they were theu 
£ ones before whom you could be cit 
Have you forgotten the words contain 
* in your letter of protection? © We yr 
66 thee" the priviledge of not being arraigned 
* any miſdemeanor, except before our immiit 


* the criminal court.” | ; 
* Alas! I did not comprehend then; WW. 
replied Ida, who found few motives of cl 


ſolation in her father's diſcourſe. 
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« Do you think, that men who have 
« taken an oath the moſt ſolemn to judge 


LE 
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„ innocence ?”' | £33 
« will think any thing you ma” 
Wreplied ſhe, with a faint and dejected voice: 
but of this I am very ſure, that 1 ſhall 
W die, if 1 muſt 17 alone before thoſe 
terrible judges.“ uin 
« You ſhall not: I will accompany you.” 


their ſeſons? Father John tells me, 
every where and no where. What does 
* he mean?“ 


place where they aſſemble : but as, you 
* muſt appear, no doubt ſome means will be 
* found of conducting you to your judges; 
* and to this purpoſe I will employ the 
* two days we have left.” | 

© But, to whom will you addreſs. your- 
* ſelf, ſince you are uninformed who are 
the members of this ſociety ?”* 

God knows, I am acquainted with 
none of them: yet this I know, that they 


« with impartiality, will not diſcover: your 


« But whither? Where do they hold 


In reality, no one has yet ſeen the 
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e exiſt in the midſt of us under a thou 
different forms, without our ſuſpedi : 

„ them: they walk by our ſides, eat at vii 
te tables, and we are ignorant of it. My» 
© quiry however will reach the ears of ſons f 
-& one or other of them, and he will nh 
c ſtruct me what is to be done.“ 
In this manner did they converſe, u 
fitting by her father's ſide till morning 
Sometimes an extreme paleneſs overſpredlifi 
her countenance: then her burning chef 
and inflamed eye beſpoke the fever wil 
which ſhe was conſumed. The old nal. 
was alarmed for her life. He at lemi 
prevailed on her to drink a ſmall glal di 
wine, into which he had ſecretly imm 
duced ſome narcotic tincture, and ſhe fel . 
afleep. Having placed her gently on 
couch, he ſhut che door, and departed be 
fore it was quite daylight, to endeavout u 
diſcover what he ſo much Wiſhed to learn, 
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| CHAPTER XIX. 
80 powerful was the operation of the 
| 3 that Ida paſſed the whole day in 
a ep; and awoke not till her facher arrived, 
a at the approach of night. He induced 
r to take ſome) nutriment, which he 
vght wich him 5 and ſleep having calm- 
der perturbation, ber ſtrength appeared 
: mewhet recovered, | Finding her ſuffi- 
Wiently calm to hear the reſult of his 1 inqui- 
: s; he thus began: 

Un < We are in a country, which is the 
chief ſeat of the ſecret':tribunal. It is 
nat ſo difficult as I at firſt imagined, to 
gain information of what moſt im ports us 
to know,” Citations of the nature of 
yours, are not extraordinary here: and 
inſtances ate not wanting of people who 
bave eſcaped the hands of theſe dreadful 
avengers, or been acquitted by them. It 
is deemed, I am told, a mark of infinite 
F nor, to be proclaimed innocent by 
them, I have heard a ſtrange adventure 
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„“ of a gentleman of this country, of j 
* name of Conrad Von Langen *, wholy 
< hitherto been purſued in vain by thef 
« cret tribunal, which has not been ablzy 
« lay hold of him.” 
And is it not equally poſhble * te 
« to eſcape 2”? 10 
e cannot, you ought not to aden 
it, for you are innocent. As to Conni 
I know not whether he be guilty or ng; 
« nor does the enquiry concern us. I mey 
tion him only, becauſe, on hearing lM 
« ſtory, it came into my head to endeayay 
“ to ſpeak to him, or one of his people; i 
order to learn what we are fo-anxiowti 
know. By unexpected good luck I fou 
© that his maitre-d'hotel was my ancien 
« comrade in the army, the good Walter 
&* whom. you have heard me ſpeak, wi 
&«. at the ſurpriſe of Bern had the mia 
* tune to loſe his hand, and was in co 
& ſequence obliged to quit the profeſſiond 
arms. He has told me a great many d 


A 
760 
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According to other hiſtorians, John Von Lua 
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cymſtances of the ſecret tribunal, but his 
diſcourſe was ſo obſcure, ſo interlarded 

with broken expreſſions, and half formed 
| ſentences, that I know not what to think 
of him. There were, he informed me, 


and their eſquires, citizens, as well as 
nobles, in its ſervices. | Perhaps he be- 
longs to it himſelf. - Be that, however, 
45 it may, he aſſured me, that its dread- 
ful ſummoners were commonly obliged 
to reſort to force to bring before them 
the perſons who were accuſed; that it was 
rare for a culprit to appear on the firſt 
citation; that they who waited for a ſe- 
cond, or a third, were apprehended 
wherever they were found; but that thoſe 
who appeared at the firſt, as you, my 
dear Ida, will do, had the advantage of 
inſpiring a preſumption of their inno- 
cence, and were treated with greater le- 
nity. And finally, that the only way of 
diſcovering where the ſecret tribunal aſ- 
ſembled, was to repair, three quarters of 
an hour after midaight,- to that part of 


perſons of various deſcriptions, knights 
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the town where four ſtreets meet, u 
« where was always to be found a periyi 
& who would lead the accuſcd blind- u 
© before the judges.” 

„J thanked bim for bis informaa 
0 and told him that you would carefully (+ AW, 
© ſerve his directions, and that I was den 
© mined-to accompany you. Walter, wi 
<< on this, looked me ſtedfaſtly in the a 
4 and aſked if I were one of them. Wl 
t knowing what was his drift, 1 maden 
« anſwer. He looked at me again with f 
« greater earneſtneſs, uttering ſome in» 
5 herent words Which I did not underltavi 
cc Still I was ſilent. Well,* reſumed n 
© after a moment's pauſe, * we ſhall ii 
& whether you will be permitted to actu n 
c pany her. At any rate, however, ji 
c maybe certain ſhe will arrive in ſafen ii 
c the place of deſtination z the reſt depeuui 
© on her innocence.” 

Whence could proceed the ſort of uu 
quillity, which this myſterious tale of Mus 
er imparted to Ida? for. certain it is in 
the felt xelieved from the load that op- 
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ber, ſpoke of her ſituation with com- 
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ure, formed arrangements reſpecting 


manner in which ſhe ſhould conduct 
elf, and ſought to penetrate the ob- 
vricy in which ſhe was involved. It 
-med no longer impoſſible to her to ſup- 


rr ber misfortune, to face her accuſers, 


d yet ſurvive the ſhock. 

Was it that Ida really diſcovered rea- 
ns for hope in what ſhe had heard ? Or 
is it with her, as with a multitude of 
bes, who ſink at the firſt guſt of an ap- 
oaching, ſtorm, but gradually lift up their 
ads, as the object of their terror becomes 
miliar to them? Or was it, laſtly, that 
ere are benevolent Genii ever ready to 
Iminiſter to their favourites, when their 


| flerings become too poignant, and miogle 


the cup of bitterneſs ſome drops of hea- 


Waly conſolation ? 


Whatever were the cauſe, Ida ſuddenly 


Wcame tranquil ; ſhe enjoyed, during the 


pht, the peaceful ſlumbers of innocence, 
nile her father ſat watching by her pillow, 
d for the two following days ſhe remain- 


in the ſame happy ſtate, 
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At length the night, lately ml 
dreaded, approached, but brought vii 
no other terrors, than what a light ſuꝶ s. 
which the old man had provided, au. 
by a glaſs of wine, were ſufficient to e. 
Could their enemies have witneſſed! 
ſerenity of theſe two victims of ſo cue 

fate, it would have inſpired them with 
ſations of envy : their converſation y 
r e 
Time paſſed on. The clock | 
twelve, and they ſcatcely Amed wa to nol 


it, When the moon is. over von ſky 
R will be time for us to be gone, 


Munſter, looking out of the window, 
converſation, however, preſently flackend 
and at length ceaſed. The fears of Id 
gan to return. How my heart bel 
-faid ſhe, laying her hand ot her bold 
She walked up and down the room M 
agitation.ä— Where,“ ſaid ſhe, ©! 
% moon now?“ “ It is . . . Take 
ce hood, my child, and let us depiſt- 
Vet one moment, ſhe. replied: andi 
ing on her n ſhe _ a ſhort pi 


— 


» 


ale Munſter re-echord her Gghs. She 


n put on her hood, and they burried out 
che houſe. | 

Si'cntly they walked through the — 
which not a perſon was to be ſecn. The 
res of Ida trembled with cold, while her 
eks were fluſhed with the crimſon! of 
er. They arrived at the great ſteeple of 
Bartholomew's, where met four large 
Wets leadiog t. the extremitics of the city. 
WBchold, my father, the defignated plage!“ 
Ida, - with a faultering voice. The 
jon ſhone on the ſpat, while a deep ſha- 
weaſt its gloom over the diſtant avenues. 
ar them, in one of the ſtreets, they ſaw 
an approaching. with flow and. ſolemn 
ps, whom the dim light of the moon, and 
terrors of Ida transformed into a giant. 
was wrapt in a kind of mail, ſo as that 
eyes were only vibhble. He accoſted 
Who are you?“ faid he.—““ Ida 
unfter and hef father,” : 
lt is the former I ſeek... The — 
wn q withdraw,” - 
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* her wherever ſhe goes.“ 


. - AE oa gt it GI any 


| Engliſh fee) not fel, 


No, I will not withdraw : 1 will il 


« You will follow her? that depen 
te the manner in which you ſhall anſwro 
<« following queſtions. What are the na 
of theſe four ſtreets ? That which lf 
ce lightened by the moon I myſelf call 
ee that in the ſhade iron . What ar: ii 
er other two?“ 
To this unintelligible queſtion Mui 
made no reply. 6 
4 Begone,” ſaid the man in the nu 
« thou doſt not belong to us.” | 
„ Muſt I then quit you, my fa 
* muft I quit you?” exclaimed Ida, ſobbigl 
The ſtranger tore her from the arm 
Munfter, and puſhing him away ſomenl 
radely, Go,“ ſaid he, in a tone of wh 
too gentle to affort with the action i 


*The uſual words by which the memben d 
ſecret tribunal recognized each other were al 
gras, grein; in Engliſh, freep, Kone, graſs, grow: 
is T4; However, that, on various occaſions, dl 
words were employed. St. Pfeffimger, Vol. I 
400. aſſerts that the firſt word ſhould be Ah 
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ompanied it: © you == ſafely truſt 
your daughter to my care. 


B e Whoſe is that voice?“ ſaĩid Munſter to 


1 


elf, as be ſeated himſelf under the por- 
] o of 2s church. Ir is ſurely familiar 


A ] 


to me.“ Meanwhile Ida was led off by 

WS: conductor, who turned once more to- 

das Munſter, made a ſignal to him not to 
low, and was ſoon out of ſight, 


CHAPTER XX. 


COURTEOUS reader, thou wiſheſ, u | 
doubr, to accompany this innocent madans 


before her judges : but would it be (af: H 


me to introduce thee to a place which wii 


profane eye has yet explored ? Rather k o, 


us fit down with honeſt Munſter in Ml 
porch of St. Bartholomew's. Look; tell 
moon has diſappeared, the dawn begins y 
peep, we ſhall ſoon hear news of the obj 
of our anxiety. | 
Munſter was as firmly 3 2s 0 
and I can be, that ſhe whom he called iy 
daughter was innocent. Walter had aſk 
ed nim, the preceding day, that if ſhe vel 
found guilty he would never ſee her my 
as theſe avengers of God cauſcd the la 
tences they pronounced to be executed 
the ſpot ; but he had added, that if 
were the leaſt proſpect of her juſtifying i 
felf, ſhe would be ſafely brought back | 
him in the morning, by the perſons 1 
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hoſe hands he ſhould'commit her at night 
de junction of the four ſtreets, 

Firmly relying on the innocence ef Id, 
e veracity of Walter, and the juſlice of 
e ſecret tribunal, he waited with tranquil- 
Wy, and he waited not in vain ; for, ere the 
Whabitants of the neighbouring houſes were 
wake, his daughter was in his arms. 

« Thou art reſtored to me, then !” cried 
unfter : © thou art reſtored to me ! thou 


It 

. art innocent!“ 

4 « | am 1 Rr innocent; I ſwear it by 
| 


that God, who is my ſupreme judge; 
though no one will as yet declare me fo. 
—Alas! your poor Ida is reſtored to you 
but for a ſhort time. The avenging 
ſword, ſtill ſuſpended over her head, 
hangs but by a thread, It is required 
that I ſhould juſtify myſelf; and how 
ſhall I be able to do this, ſince there is 
every appearance againſt me! ? Oh! my 
father |——” 

Her ſobs prevented her ſaying more z 
d leaning on the arm of Munſter, they 


ently walked towards their home. Ar- 
Vor. I. I 


rived there ſhe ſat down breathleſs, 25 
reſting her head on her hand, wiped he 
tears as they flowed under her hood, 

« Tell me, my dear child, what hy 
& paſſed : conceal nothing from me.” 

% Alas! I have not long to remain with 
« you. As a particular favour I am Pet. 
«© mitted to take up my refidence with the 
© Urſulines, for a ſhort time, till my affat 
* is finiſhed, and I am again ſummoned be. 
« fore my judges, Do not grieve, my dex 
e father, you may ſee me there, I har 
«* aſked leave to receive your viſits.” 

Monſter preſſed her hand with the ex: 
neſtneſs of anxious affect ion, and again con- 
jured her to relate her ſtory. 

% How ſhall I deſcribe to you what [ 
6x felt, when torn from your arms by ny 
6 conductor: 1 thought I ſhould have expir 
«ed; yet a certain ſomething, that I can- 
« not deſcribe, preſently inſpired me with 
« confidence. You muſt yourſelf ber $a. 

perceived, that the man in the maſk tres. Wi 

« ed me neither with cruelty or even 


© 5 « hatſhneſs ; 3 his voice was as gentle: by the, 
- * 1 * 4 * L | 
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Ick bed | 138 
Wiohr of che moon I Uileovercd a tear 
ding from his eye: and I perceived, a 


Neircumſtance on which I could not avoid 
pefleting, that he had loſt his left hand. | 
it poſſible, that he could be your 
ad, the good, the honeſt Walter ?? 
& It was, it was,” exclaimed the old man: 
| efftainly was Walter, for I now recol- | 
the found of his voice.” 
Ida continued t——* That diſcovery 
| med my agitation.” I found myſelf 
jot delivered entirely into unknown 
1 bands,” and you have always ſpoken to 
; eſo highly of Walter, that with him I 
| onſidered wyſelf as ſafe, After having 
1 alked on for ſome time, he ſuddenly 
e over my head A thick veil, which 
c completely covered my face, that it 
l Fo pede for me to diſcern the road 
We took, One while we pafled over 
4 Whit appeared to me uncultivated ground, 
| nd then again over ruins : we aſcended, 
W4deleended': ſometimes I fancied my- 
El breathing” the air of the fields; at 
ihers the ſound of our footſteps appear- 
| L 2 
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* ed to be echoed back by. ſurroundiy 
* vaults, At length we deſcended thin 
e ſteps, which I counted, I know. not why; 
* and my veil being taken off, I found *. 
5e ſelf in a dark dreary place, where at «6, 
* I could diſtinguiſh nothing. Findiy | 
“ myſelf extremely fatigued, my N 6 
“ permitted me to ſit down on a tone. 
&« By degrees my eyes became familia 
eto the obſcurity of the place, and 1 foul 
* myſelf at the entrance of a large ſquar ; 
« Whether I were in the country. or ui 
I cannot ſay: but all around me, as fas t 
5 my view could penetrate, I beheld lin 
" vaults; and over my head the ſtarry fl f 
&« At a diſtance I obſerved, by the lightd ö 
«.torches, which, though there were maj, 
ee but feebly illumined the vaſt ſpace, i 
te ing ſcarcely more than to render darkit 
ee viſible, human figures drefled in blu 
t ſome of whom came towards us, and jo 
te ed my conductor. They were all mak 
« like him, and converſed only by fg 
ce intermingled with a few abrupt words 
Every moment their number increakd 
13 | 
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and apparently there were ſeveral hun- 


died of them. The filence that pre- 


vailed in this aſſembly, interrupted only 
by my tears and ſighs, appeared incom- 
prehenſible to me. 

on a ſudden I heard the doleful 
bound of a bell. Three times was it 
truck; and as often did my heart quake 
W within me. The place was now more 
W enlightened, and I perceived a circle 
compoſed of ſeveral perſons in black, and 
W maſked, who, I was informed by my con- 
WW ductor, were my judges.—* You will im- 


W mediately be called upon :* ſaid he to me 


ina whiſper : if your conſcience be clear 
prepare to anſwer with courage. Take 
off your hood, you muſt appear with your 
face uncovered.” 
« Scarcely had he done ſpeaking, when 
a voice 'more appalling than the ſound of 
the dell, cried out in a tone of authority: 
da Munſter ! forcireſs ! accuſed of murder, 
* of big h treaſon, appear ! We, the ſecret aven- 
gers of the Inviſi ble, cite thee before the Juſ- 
* tice — appear | appear! 
L3 
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„Though theſe terrible expreſſions q 
<« not new to me, I cannot Expreſs they 
6 preſſion I felt at my heart on their * 
& pronounced. It ane indeed but 
© moment; for the conſciouſneſs of x 
<« 1pnocence inſpired me with courage aro 
© ſupernatural, ' With countenance er 
„ ſtepped forward, and boldly look ed un 
e on the whole aſſemblo, without ud 
« fying the leaſt fear. —+ To ſuch a cim 
% J ought not to anſwer ;? cried I wit 
voice ſtrengthened by indignation. J 
% name is Ida Munſter, but I am no cm 
* gal.“ 5. fle by 55 | 3 = 
At this, he who appeared to be 
* chief of the tribunal, ſaid :—* Come itt 
* and liſten to the complaints that are 
&* duced againſt you, and the witneſſes 
& atteſt their truth.“ 

e advanced, and falling on my kn 
e ſwear,” cried I, by him who lives 
"= ever, that I am not a ſorcereſs, thit 
have aſſaſſinated no one, that I havent 
« yer committed the crime of high tre 
ce and that all which the u itneſſes haves 
ce poſed againſt me is falſe,” 


S 
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« The examination began: but O, my 
„ cher! how ſhall T relate to you the ſub- 
„ ſtaace of my accuſation ! Is it poſſible, 
« that the mereſt triſles can be conſtrued 
[ « into ctimes, or regarded at leaſt as a pre- 
= ſumption of crimes ? | 

« The frſt thing adduced againſt me, 
& was the lock of the empreſo's hair, Alas! 
WW | was obliged to give it up, and the braid 
Wc of gold net-work, to which it was faſtened, 
« is now a uſeleſs ornament about my neck. 
That precious remembrance which | wore 
in my bſom, became one of the ſtrongeſt 
W* proofs againſt me. You remember, thar 
W* yeſterday in the dark, I ſcratched my 
4 cheek, and {potted my veiF with blood: 
“ my judges preſumed, that it was the ſame 
* yell with which I had wiped the blood 
« from the neck of the empreſs on her wecG- 
ding day, when ſhe gave herſelf the ſlight 
* wound you have heard me mention, and 
* I was aſked for what purpoſe I carried 
* ſuch things about me. They aſked, too, 
* whether [ had not ſaid to one of my 
* triends, that the empreſs would be forced 
L 4 
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to love me, as long as that lock of e 
t hair remained next my heart: and , M 
* culed me of having ſo faſcinated ber 
* that ſhe could not be happy without oi 
« and my harp for a ſingle day; as a proffii: 
© of which they alledged, that lately, cu 
ing her illneſs, ſhe had confeſſed it wa 
© impoſſible for her to live, or even to 
„ without me. 9 

6 Did ſhe ſay ſo? cried. I, with m 
ture. Matchleſs woman! why cant 
„ ſee her once more? Why, if I av 
* die, cannot I die at her feet?“ .. . 
e ]cnce was impoſed on me, and the inter 
* rogations continued. 

{© I was aſked, whence came the rich 
« of my father and mother, after they hi 
ce loſt by fire all they poſſeſſed ; by wi 
« ſupernatural means I had been ward 
„ that the conflagration would happen 
why I had not the humanity to acquin 
the people of the city, and my pareik, 
« with the. circumſtance, but had cam 
my wickedaeſs ſo far, as to abandon thet 
to their fate, and ſave only myſelf; al 


n W AMufy_ A 


what was become of the chevalier Her- 
man of Unna; on whom I had caſt a ſpell, 


br WS: © make him in love with me, whom 1 
“bad ſo deprived of the uſe of his reaſon, 
rog | that he had wandered about the country | 


for three days together, without knowing 
© what he did, and whom in all probability 
I had afterwards cauſed to be aſſaſſinated. 
« At the mention of Herman aſſaſſinat- 
ed, I fell ſenſeleſs on the ground. After 
« they had brought me to myſelf, I began 
« loudly to lament his death. O heavens ! 
« if it ſhould be true that he is dead !Y “ 
Tears now choaked the voice of Ida, 
and the ceaſed not to weep, till Munſter 
ſoothed her by the affurance, that he had 
ately received a letter from Herman, and 
that he was well, She then continued her 
narration, | 
© The complaints exhibited againſt me, 
became every moment more afflicting, 
The Italian prince, who had abandoned 
* the princeſs of Ratibor, and whom of 
* courſe I had alſo enchanted by ſome ſe- 
tc Cret ſpell, was not forgotten; but the laſt 
Ls 
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and moſt cruel reproach was, the unky 
e tunate labour of the empreſs, which wy 
e in like manner imputed to me, as wel 
ce as the dangerous ſtate in yeh ſhe je 
ce continues. 

cc God knows what * I made 5 
e theſe different accuſations. This only] 
© remember, that I, who fancied my{f{ 
& weak, ſo timid, felt myſelf animated wit 
« ſupernatural ſtrength, and was ſilent u 
© none of the charges. I ſpoke little and witi . 
c reſerve; but what I ſaid muſt have be Ml 
ce of weight, for more than once I put ny 
5 accuſers to ſilence. The ſky now bega 
<* to grow leſs obſcure, the diſtant crowing 
© of the cocks announced the approach ai 
ec dawn; when. inſtantly all. the aſſembly 
ce aroſe. 

% Fe who had preſided, then addreſſed 
© mein theſe words: Ida, the ſword {lil 
© hangs over your head: one and twenty 
« days are granted you to produce incot: 
« teſtible proofs of your innocence. You! 
« readineſs to appear at the firſt citation, 
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We induces us for the preſent to permit you 
. 0 depart in peace; but think not of 
taking flight, our eyes and arms are every 
. where, like the preſence of the Eternal.“ 
« | proſtrated myſelf at the foot of the 
judgment ſeat, and ſolicited permiſſion to 
WW (ctire to a convent, My requeſt was 
'6 granted, and I was moreover promiſed, 
in conſideration of my youth and ſcx, 
„ ſome extraordinary favor; but what that 
„favor was, IL was not informed. 
Again 1 wes veiled, and then led away. 
on the road, I begged my conductor to 
te uſe his intereſt for me to be placed in the 
% convent of Uriulines, whither J had been 
« accuſtomed to go, and to obtain permit” 
* ſion to ſce you there. This he aftured. 
me he could grant on his own authority,” 
* ſuch things being left entirely to him. L 
would have ſaid mere to him, but he 
* aſſumed the ſame reſerve as M hen he can 
* ducted me to the tribunal. At the corner 
of the ſtreet he left me, probabiy chat be 
might not be known. by yo, .whom he. 
ü 1. 28 


« drefled myſelf to him, the inſtant I wi 
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pointed out waiting for me at the chu | 
of St. Bartholomew.” 

My dear Ida,” cried Munſtcr, whe 
ſhe had finiſhed her recital : * be of god 
heart. I am perſuaded your affair vil 
e terminate happily. I ſhall this day take 
« a ſtep, which the abſence of the perſon 
e whom I found my hopes, has hithery 
« prevented. The day on which you ver 
cited, and before I ſaw you, I went tothe 
count of Wirtemberg's, to acquaint hin 
« with ſomething of the utmoſt importancy 
* and which would have been of great hel 
ce to you, had he known it. I was told 
c however, that he was gone from home, 
% and would not return for three days 
“ Thoſe three days are expired, and I will 
ego to him the moment I have conducted 
you to your convent.” 

« Alas! it will be loſt labour, I ad. 


« ſummoned before the ſecret -tribunal, 5 
4 he had always appeared well diſpoſed tv 
* wards me; but he too abandoned me. 
« Beſides, it is probable he was not ffn 
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home, but refuſed to admit you, becauſe, 
W knowing you to be my father, he was ap- 
4 prehenſive you might wiſh to ſolicit him 
W io my behalf.” 

Ac has always, you ſay, appeared well 
| diſpoſed towards you,” replied Munſter, 
ier a ſhort filence : “ what proofs bas he 
W viven you of it?“ | 

« You know, my dear father, we are 
naturally led to conſider the ſlighteſt 
© marks of attention from the great, as a 
* proof of their being intereſted in our 
W favour. And at the time that every thing 
ſmiled around me, he ſeemed to regard 
me, I thought, with kindneſs. I remem- 
ber particularly the moment of his firft 
ſeeing me in the emprels's cloſet. He 
diſtinguiſhed me from all my compa- 
nions, and paid me attentions that were 
extremely embarraſſing to me: and when 
the empreſs, as was her cuſtom, told him 
my name, that dear name which I ſhall 
*ever deem an honour to me, in order to 
let him know that I was not of noble 
birth, his attention to me was increaſcd, 
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« © Munſter !' replied he: © Ida Munfty! 
.. . The name of Ida is pleaſing y 
ce my ear: it brings to my remembrance} 
s beloved wife, whom, alas! I long hay 
&« loſt.” The princeſs of Ratibor remarked 
that it was a proof of the price of ny 
« parents to give me the name of a prince, 
% But the count did not appear to heed th 
reflection he came up to me, embracel 
© me affectionately, and ſaid, with a file 
« ©] am happy to learn that you are a ci. 
«-zen's daughter, for had you been a lad 
of quality, I durſt not fo freely exprei 
* the friendſhip with which you inſpire 
«© me.“ The princeſs of Ratibor, who ns 
« by my ſide, eyed me with a look of cor 
«.tempt, and her eyes ſeemed to ſay, tht 
ce the laſt obſervation of the count, ws 
« humiliating to her to whom it was adrels 
«ed; but too fimple, too little vain, to l 
S of her opinion, I kiſſed the hand of tit 
ce reſpectable old peer, and received fron 
ee him in return, not without bluſhing, 4 
e falute on my forehead, From that mo- 
&« ment, he always aſked for me, called m 
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bis Ida, inquired after my parents, and 
„told me, that he had formerly a perſon 
of the name of Munſter in his ſervice, a 
b every brave and worthy man, with many 
© other things equally flattering, which 
| people of humble birth ſo highly prize 
} om the great. For a time I thought 
that I had found in him a protector: but 
' 3 that I have enemies ſeeking to op- 
preſs me, I have diſcovered my miſtake.” 
Lo this Munſter made no reply: nor in- 
Weed had he time, for fearcely had ſhe 
Wniſhed, when ſomebody entered to con. 
Wc her to the convent. They accordingly 
perateq, after tenderly taking leave, and 
, @romiſing ſhortly to ſee each other again, 


« favor, of which you might be proud, 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


THE next day Munſter made his y, 
pearance at the parlour of the Urſulines- 
6 have ſtrange things to tell you,” ſaid E 
to Ida: read this paper; a great nume 
e of copies of it are ſtuck up againſt alu. 
« public buildings.“ Ida, read: | 

We, the ſecret judges of crimes, and nus 
« Zors of innocence, turn to the four quariend \ 
ce the globe, and proclaim : If any oe are u 
ce deriake the defence of Ida Munjier, wh i 
« in a fate of accuſation, let him appear 

Oh God!” cried Ida, lifting the pape 
towards heaven, © I feel that thou haſt ne 
« wholly forſaken me; that thou wilt xl 
te ſave me !” | 

Munſter continued: © I went to mf 
« friend Walter, and ſhewed him this ps 


« per. He ſmiled; and affured me, tit 
« ſuch a proclamation was an extraordinal 


&« there was ſcarcely another inſtance ofl 
« defender being allowed to a perions 
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cuſed of witchcraft, till leſs that all the 
world ſhould be called upon to plead his 
W c:uſe, I told him the reſolution I had 
aaken, to appear myſelf in defence of your 
« innocence, He ſhook his head, and 
added: © If you were a member of the ſe- 
cet tribunal, and could ſay : I ſwear by 
bur dreadful oath, that my daughter is in- 
W cocent,' it would be of weight, and 
equivalent to a complete juſtification ; but 
W* without this, your oath would be reckoned 
s nothing. Neither father, nor mother, 
© nor brother, nor any other relation, if not 
of the ſociety, can be admitted to defend 
z perſon accuſed before the ſecret tribu- 
pal. In the few inſtances in which this 
FE liberty is allowed to the profane, it mult 
be a ſtranger who takes upon him the taſk; 
* and then, in order that there may be me 
for ſuch an one to appear, an interv#& of 
done and twenty days is appointed, be- 
* tween the firſt and ſecond meeting of the 
* tribunal, 
*<You aftoniſh me :* replied I, you 
* ſpeak of the affair as if you had been pre- 
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* ſent, Am I right? Are you really 5 
Walter interrupted me, with an air gf 
* ſatisfaction, without anſwering my qui 
tion; but deſired me to leave him, 2 
never to viſit him again, if J would ; 
deſiſt from ſuch interrogations, 
« On quitting him, I repaired to th 
"© houſe of count Wirtemberg. There, wiz 
« you predicted, came to paſs : I was rt 
* ſed admittance : yet ſee him I muſt, I 
effect this, an expedient has occurredy 
me, by means cf which I have no dad 
© of obtaining acceſs to him. You ka 
the gold chain I gave you, when ycu tn 
'« tered the tenth year of your agt: Ul] 
* could convey that chain to the count & 
“ Wirtemberg, and recall to his memo 
certain circumſtances, I ſhould not be kt 
2 25 his door. Give it me, it is at ptt 
6 ent of no uſe to you. It ſhall be recur 
ed to you in a manner mote flattering 
than you can imagine... . You {el 
« confuſed! have you loft it my child? Va 
it deſtroyed in the fire? . . . . But 50 
© your mother told me, when I mentiontd 
« it, that it was ſaved, and that you d 
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« on when you went to the church. * © Speak 
da! what am I to think? .., Believe 
| « me, the loſs of it would be * more con- 
« ſequence than you are aware.” . 

« Oh ! my father!“ exclaimed Ida, agi- 
tated: © I... My mother . . Indeed 
W © [ have it not.. . . I gave it to Herman, 
W © when... 

„ Imprudent girl! You have been the 
4 jnſttument of deſtroying your ow,n hap- 
„ pineſs, . . . . And my wife... How 
« could ſhe permit it? Herman then is in 
poſſeſſion of that jewel! Oh} where ſhall 
1 find him! How ſhall I recover it from 
„him! It might at this juncture fave your 
“ life,” 
Munſter gave way to his deſpair, while Ida 
endeavoured invain to appeale him, and im- 
E plored his forgiveneſs. She offered him a 
ring, which ſhe had received at the ſame 
time with the chain; bur he refuſed it, ſay- 
ing, that without the one, the other wzs 
uſeleſs. Ida, bathed in tears, begged him to 
explain to her this my ſterious affair. He 
tore himſelf from her arms, and for the firt 


n RS 
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time in his life, quitted her with every nai 


thought no more of it, and regretted nothin Wi 
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of diſpleaſure. 


As it was impoſſible for Ida to concen Wi 
the importance of ſuch a trifle, ſhe ſy WM 


but having incurred the anger of her fathe 
which ſhe hoped at his next viſit to rem 
She well knew how much he loved her, 
the power her prayers and tears had or Wi 
him. In vain, however, did ſhe that dn | 
expect him; in vain the two ſucceeding if 
ones. She then became impatient, and ob 
tained permiſſion from the ſuperior of th | 
convent, who was her friend, to ſend to t 
houſe at which he had taken up his abode, i 
and inquire after him. His apartment wa 
ſhut, and no one could give any infor mati 
reſpecting him. She ſent to Walter: his ar 
ſwer was, that the laſt time Munſter calle 
on him, he had diſmiſſed him a little une 
villy, at which he was probably offended, a 
he had not ſeen him ſince. . 

What alarming news for Ida! And 
ſurely ſhe needed no freſh ſubjects of ix 
quietude ! Of the three weeks reſpite whidl 
ſhe had obtained, four days were now [peil 


ad the reſt paſſed away in like manner, in 
De midſt of - apprehenſion and dread, till 
| he laſt only remained, and in this ſingle 
1 lay was ſhe to procure, what in all the others 
; ſhe had been unable to find, inconteſtible 
roofs of her innocence, or undergo the ſad 
A alcernative of being irremediably condemn- 
C ed to death. Judge of the dreadful ſitua- 
5 ion of this poor girl !- It ſeemed as if every 
1 hing from which ſhe might hope for com- 
7 ort was annihilated for ever. She heard, 
What the empreſs was recovering her health : 
8 ſhe would fain have perſuaded herſelf, that 
| the knew nothing of her misfortune, or 
ew it but imperfectly: ſhe hoped, that, 
f ſhe could acquaint her with her ſtory, 
e ſhould receive from her all the ſuc- 
cour ſhe wanted. But every attempt made 
Wy the nuns, to obtain acceſs to Sophia, 
proved ineffectual. At. length, when the 
aſt evening came, Ida was obliged to con- 
feſs, that ſhe had nothing to rely on but her 


And N innocence; and ſhe was even at a loſs in 
hat way (he ſhould preſent herſelf before 
dich ber judges. Not to appear would have been 


to act contrary to her principles, and inju- 
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at this propoſal. His colour changed, he 
would have ſpoken, he ſtammered, and at 
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rious to her honour : to repair unaccomyy. 
nied to the deſtined ſpot would have been 
dangerous, and little compatible with fe. 
male modeſty, W hat then wes to be done} 
A council was held on the occaſion, and the 
worthy ſuperior of the. convent permitted 
Ida to ſens for old Walter, and requeſt hin 
to act, on this occaſion, as a father to the 
daughter; of his friend. 

The old man appeared greatly diſturbed 
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length, ſtriking the ground with his foot, 
with marks of conſiderable diſpleaſure, bep- 
ged that they would not teaze him for an 
impoſſibility. With this he departed, and 
left Ida, as well as the nuns, in the greatcli 
conſternation, 

They wepr, they prayed, and midnight 
was faſt approaching. Ida was left alone, 
while the reſt of the community retired to 
the ſuperior's apartment, in order to come 
to ſome determination. It is impoſſ- 
« ble,” ſaid the good old lady, “to aban- 
% don this poor girl in her preſent circum- 
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gances. I would ſwear by this image of 
the bleſſed Virgin, that ſhe is innocent, 
ad will be found ſo. And ſhall we be 
ſo cruel as to leave her expoſed to dangers 
of another kind ? She is handſome, as 
you and I were in our youth, If the 
world be {til] as it was in my time, ſhe is 
unſafe, however ſhort may be the way: 
he will fall into the hands of ſome young 
hertine, and wil! be totally loſt to our 
convent, What is to be done, ſiſters? 
Do you think it would be any violation 


Jof our holy rules to conduct her ourſelves 


Fro the place appointed; 1 and the four 
Eller nuns will take on ourſelves the 


Charge, and. 
It was impoſſible for the ſuperior to 


With, a general acclamation interrupted her 
W the midſt of her ſpeech. The attach- 
Wit theſe nuns had conceived for the 


ly Ida, whom they conſidered, I know 
why, as one of their future ſiſters; or 


aps the deſire of once more ſetting a 
WP" out of the convent, made them diſpute 
preference which the ſuperior wiſhed 


250 HERMAN” 


on this occaſion to give to age: and, to 
ſerve peace, ſhe was obliged to let all th 
ſtaid matrons, who formed the coundi 
without a ſingle exception, accompany he, 
Inſtantly a general joy took place, and 26 
putation was ſent to Ida, to inform her oi 
the reſolution taken by the community. 
This mark of friendſhip tranſported ig 
and inſpired her with ſo lively a gratitudy 
that her lips ſeemed ready to pronounce of 
vow, which the nuns would have heard e 
pleaſure. Indeed they fully reckoned u. 
it, and thought, that nothing but ſome us 
foreſeen accident could prevent it, 
The clock ſtruck twelve; the churchd | 6 
St. Bartholomew's was at a diſtance ; th 
was no time to be loſt; it was even nec 
ſary to forego the folemn benediction, thi 
had been propoſed to be received in i 
chapel of the convent, before embarking 
this important enterprize ; a benedidtin 
fortunately foregone, as it might have i 
the pious Ida into ſome indiſcreet promil 
of which ſhe might have repented. It 
hafte they toek their veils : in baſte th 
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Wiſpeced the cells of the younger nuns, that 
one of them might take it into their heads 
©, trench on the privileges of their ſeniors : 
| hey traverſed the long galleries of the con- 
Went; the gate was opened, and with pal- 
itating hearts they launched from the con- 
Nees of thoſe ſacred walls into a ſinful 
World, 


Wuided by the light of the ſtars, and ac- 
Wompanied by thoſe holy maidens, ſhe re- 
Waired to the ſpot to which ſhe had before 
Ween conducted by her father. The ſu- 
Wcrior, by whoſe fide ſhe walked, dinned 


Wients of comfort; but the filence obſerved 
7 Munſter, on her former ſorrowful jour- 
, was much better adapted to her ſitua- 
on; and there was nothing ſhe would not 
llingly have given at this moment, to 


y ne wept in quiet, and without interrup- 
1 Wor. 
4 At length they arrived at the appointed 


ace, Her maſked conductor, who was 
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The heart of Ida * Nb! 
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Wer ears with pious exhortations, and argu- 


eady there, was ſomewhat embarraſſed at 
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ſight of her numerous attendants; yet wil 
preſence of the nuns ſeemed to make 
him a favourable impreſſion. He alu 
them with a profound bow, gave Ida till 
to take leave of them, obligingly offered 
his right arm, and then retired with Willi 
ſlowly, while the eyes of the nuns follow 
them with no ſmall curiofity. When thy 
arrived at the corner of the ſtreet, and x 
conductor, as before, covered her head milf 
a veil, ſhe again perceived, that his 
hand was wanting. Ah!” faid lu 
« Why do you wiſh to conceal from m; 
ce that you are Walter? It would beſo 
“ ſolatory to be aſſured, that I am in ti 
% hands of a brave and worthy man, ul 
not in thoſe of a ſtranger!” A murmutd 
diſſatisfaction was the ſole anſwer ſhe 
ceived, They were both ſilent, and tit 
arrived much ſooner than before at i 
Place of their deſtination. 

The ſpot to which ſhe was this time d 
ducted. ſeemed different from the fort 
Its canopy was the ſame, the ſtarry heavels 


but it did not appear to be encircled 
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Wit) walls; on the contrary, the eye was 
W:obitructed on every fide, for the little 
Wy it could penetrate, except that on 
et by which they arrived were thick 
Wulhes, which probably ſurrounded the 
Whole place, but were imperceptible on ac- 
ont of their diſtance. Ida perceived, that 
e ground on which ſhe walked was turf; 
nd from various circumſtances ſhe con- 
aured herſelf to be in a wood, with which 
was not wholly unacquainted. Poſſi- 
Wy ſhe was not miſtaken ; for zhere is no Place, 
s a writer of theſe times informs us, in 
phich the ſeſſions of the ſecret tribunal migbi 
t be held, provided it were private and ſecure 
om ſurprixe. 

This ſecond affembly was full as numer- 
dus as the firſt, but it was leſs diſtinguiſh- 
ble, and perhaps even more ſilent. The 
ell gave the accuſtomed fignal, and the 
'oice which Ida had already heard, thus 
proclaimed : | 
* We, the ſervants of the inviſible God, 


* who judge in ſecret, turn to the four 
M 2 
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6“ quarters of the globe, and call on tþ | 
* defender of the accuſed Ida: app 
« appear !” | 
This ſummons was three times repeal 
ed. The ſcene became more luminous; af | 
Ida was ftepping forward without 
called, when her conductor ſaid to her in 
low voice: © remain where you are; ; 0 
„ have to day nothing to anſwer.” 
Ida then viewed with more tranquiſij 
theſe terrible unknown perſonages ; a ming 
led ſentiment of hope and joy filled hl 
heart, and preſently was elevated to tr 
| ſport, when, after the third ſummons, 1 
figure ſtepped forward, maſked like tit 
others, but cf ſo noble a port, that th 
young priſoner could not help preferin 
him to all the aſſembly. 
The champion of innocence ſlowly a6 
vanced, and placing himſelf before the ſa 
of the chief of the tribunal, “ Behold! 
ſaid he, © the defender of innocence: pit 
«* me to death, if Ida be guilty.” 
The cauſe was opened, 'The queſtion 
already. put to Ida, were one by one I 
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ated; but ſhe heard them not with the 
me terror as at firſt z for the ſtranger ap- 
-ared competent to anſwer them, and ſhe 
lieved herſelf perfectly juſtified. But her 
ages were not ſo eaſy to be convinced. 
he adventure of the lock of hair, which; 


| g thoſe days of ignorance, appeared ſo 


ſpicious a circumſtance, was till unde+ 


ied; the words ſhe had uttered on the 


bject, to the young princeſs of Ratibor, 
ere equally diſproved, and teſtified ſtrong- 
y againſt her. The empreſs beſide was 


F not wholly recovered, and Herman of 


ana, whom Ida was accuſed of having 


ſaſſinated, it was aſſerted, was no where 
d be found. 


The champion of Ida demanded - that 


ey ſhould. wait the recovery of Sophia, 


efore they proceeded to paſs ſentence, 
nce, if the priſoner were guilty, the prin- 


els could give much more direct informa- 


Won on the ſubje& than had hitherto been 


tered ; but this demand was rejected. As 


the complaint reſpecting the murder of 
erman, he offered inſtantly to produce 
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proofs of its falſehood. * But on this hey 
filence was impoſed on him, and he wy 
ordered to confine himſelf to the Princip 
charge, that of ſorcery. Confcious of th 
difficulty, not to ſay impoſſibility of cow. 
pletely refuting ſuch an accuſation, he key 
' a melancholy filence, which filled the mind 
of Munſter's daughter with alarm and u 
For. | . 
| Recovering himſelf, however, be ui 
length ſaid: I am aware of the dati 
< of my ſituation; I am aware, that none 
can engage in the defence of a perln 
& arraigned before this tribunal, withoi 
« expoſing himſelf to the ſame puniſhmet 
* as the culprit, if he be found gully, 
« Be it ſo! here I am: put me to deathi 
cc there be no ſafety for Ida: but I al 
«© Heaven and earth to witneſs, that ſhei 
< innocent. Tremble, ye judges! her blow 
„ will find avengers: ſhe is not ti 
daughter of an obſcure . ſhe l 
te the daughter of a prince.” 
Inſtantly a murmur pervaded the who 

. aſſembly. The greater part charged I 
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ith having invented this fable in order to 
protract the trial. In conſequence it was 


"a 
al Ietermined, that he ſhould be confined till 
i Wc proved his aſſertion, and he was imme- 


Jiately ſeized.— Oh! they will kill, they 
will murder him!“ exclaimed Ida: and, 
Ws ſhe uttered theſe words, the whole aſ- 
| embly appeared to ſwim before her eyes in 
dick miſt, the lights diſappeared, her 
Wears rung with fearful noiſes, and ſhe ſunk 
Wenſcleſs on the ground. 
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END OF VOLUME THE FIRST. 
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